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The Mah Jong Game 


The perspiration poured down 01d Jung's face gleaming 
in the reflection of the one-hundred watt lemp, suspended 
on 2 long black wire. Jung's face showed no emotion or ex- 

pression of defeat, but underneath the table his hsnds trembled 
: as he realized how far behind he was, how utterly hopeless it 
seemed now to win back the three thousand points eaica net 
lost. 
ere 
The three men, participants in the game, were also quiet 
and unmoved. Especially Foon, the old restaurant man) who had 
won about four thousand points. 
Old Jung realized the Siegerate Situation he was in. His 
only revealing gesture of fear was his trembling hands. His 
face was like a cold marble statue, so motionless was id. No 
one ldoking at his face would think that he was three thousand 
elute behind. In fact, one would think that he was ahead, 
and hbhat he did not wish to show it. 
tides six in the evening he had remained there, playing 
two complete rounds of mah jong. Now it was ten in the avers 
ning, but Jung was not conscious of the fleeting time, he only 
knew that he could not go on losing, especially when he was 
playing a handrdd dollars a thousand points. | 
It was the largest money game he hed ever played, but he 
was confident before he started that he would win, in fact, 
he must win to get out of debt. Bad luck was with him tonight. 
Four long eee he played on, only to win but—three games 
of eee Cclaee each. ‘The realization of the seriousness of 


position came when he lost a five hundred points game to 
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Wing Kur. From that moment on, he kept losing until he was 
behind three thousand points. 

New it was the north wind again, the last wind of the 
game. Old Jung knew that if he did not win now, it would set 
him back three hundred dollars. He shuddered when he thought 
of the money. Where could he par cel tah hundred dollars. Even 4 
it was but fifty dollars, he would not be able to pay it. 

He clenched his teeth together, determined to win, absolutely 
sure that he must not lose anymore. If he could win but one 
big game, it would be better than winning a Series of small 
ones. He must win when the jong cone do him. Then he would 
win double the amount. a 

Old Jung glanced now and then at the other men. It was 
evident that Foon was playing a careful game, eager to hold 
on to his winnings. The others who were behind played & game 
of chance, taking risks, determined to win back at least part 
of what they lost. But Old Jung was the one who wes really 
behind. Wing Kur lost only six hundred points. And Woo the 
merchant was behind by a scant three hundred points. 

But at a hundred dollars a thousand points, every point 
counts. Every point one wins is ten cents. 

Wing Kur and Woo were both trying for a three doubles 
game, Uld Jung noticed. Both were discarding the character 
and bamboo suits, re#$&ining all tiles which belonged to the 
dot suit. | 

Old Jung glanced at his hand. Uxperience taught him 
that it was useless to get a winning combination out of his 


ui 
hend now. ‘he only thing left +s to prevent Wing Kur, who 


sat on the right of him, from forming sequences of tiles which 
Old Jung was to discard. Noticing the discards of tiles by 
Wing Kar, Jung was able to guess that Kur was trying for a 
three doubles suit. 

He watched on, with a fear in his heart, hisswhole body 
numb with fright. If only he could prevent Wing Kur from 
Winning. He knew that it all dependdd upon him, since he was 
sitting on the left of Kur, and Kur was the only one who could 
form sequences of &f tiles which he discarded. 

Jung couldn't understand his bad luck tonight. He had 
never lost so much. ‘The most he ever lost was one or two 
hundred points, sometimes possibly three hundred. But three 
thousand points: He shuddered. He was not conscious of the 
passing of time. H;ys whole attention was drawn on the mah 
jong tiles, hoping for a chance to win. But so far that chance 
had evaded him, antil now, bn EO Se but two more games to go. 

Jung's eyes became dazed by the strong light, and the 
##khe bright red color of the mah jong hurt his eyes too. For 
four long hours he had remained in his seat, not once zetting 
up, not once stopping for a moment of rest, but deep in the 
game, trying desperately to win back what he lost. He was 
determined to ee regardless of how long he = ee stay there.” 

He watched with carefulness the discarding of the tiles, 
hoping for a revealing sign date the others might give them- 
selves away. He had played the game for so many years that 

he possessed a sort of clairvoyant-—power which ensbled him 
to guess with @ high percentage of accuracy the concealed 


tiles of the other g#mbeFe players. Yet, despite this fact, 
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| he was losing. 


There was no need to talk. Sach player was too interested 
in his playing to talk. The game continued on. Usually there 
were men watching the game, but tonight since it was a big 
money game, no one was allowed to see for fesr he might give 
Signals to the other players. 

The four men were playing alone. ‘The hours ticked away. 

The last game came. When Old Jung received the north 
wind jong, he was still three thousand points behind. It 
was the last game, and he decided to play a game of thirteen 
orphans, a game which if played right, he would have thirteen 
chances of winning. It was the only way which he get back 
what he lost. 

He threw the dices. The wall was opened across from 
him. When he looked at his fourteen téles he noticed that 
he hed nine of the thirteen orphans in his hand. He threw 
out one of the useless tiles, the six of bamboo. Lager, after 


playing awhile, he saw that he had ten of the thirteen orphans. 


His hands trembled. If only no one would win now. All he 


necded was a little time, a time to get thirteen complete 


orphans and 4 pair of eyes. He noticed that Wing Kur and 


Woo were again trying for a three doubles hand. They did not 
worry him, for he knew that they would take a long time to 
get a winning combination. But Foon was trying to win in 
the shortest moment possible. He was already waiting for the 
winning tile to be discarded. “ane 


Pjaying went around a few more turns. When Jung drew 


again, he got a red dragon. His heart almost stopped when he 


saw his thirteen tiles. He had the one of character, the 
one of dot, the one of bamboo, the nine of character, the 
nine of dot, the nine of bamboo, one éast wind, one west 
wind, one north wind, one south wind, a red dragon, a green 
dragon, and a white dragon. 

If anyone player discarded anyone of them, he would win. 
And he was the jong. He would win double the amount. It was 
the highest game that could be won. A thousand points from 
each player. | 

Foon 

Jung looked at Foon again. He was afraid that ie might 
win before him. On and on the game went. There was a tense- 
ness in the air which frightened Jung. He could hear his 
heart beating loudly. Thirteen chances to win. He must win. 

When his chance came again he took a tile from the wall. 
His fingers felt the smoothness of the tile. For a moment 
a look of puzzlement came into his face. ‘Then it brightened. 
He had gotten a white dragon. He had won. He had wn back 
his three thousand points. H s whole body relaxed. For rate 
first time since six in the evening, he let out a breath. 

vazed, still hardly believing the miracle he accomplished 
in the la&Bt game, he came out of the gambling shop, his hands 
and feet unsteady. 

But anyone looking at him would know that never again 


would he go near a gambling shop. 
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The perspiration poured down 01d Jung's face, gleaming in 
the reflection of the one-hundred watt lamm which was susrended 
on a long black wire. Jung's face showed no emotion or exnression 
of defeat, but underneath the table his hands trembled as he realized 
how far behind he was, how utterly hopeless it seemed now to win back 
the three thousand points which he lost. 

The three men, rarticinants in the game, were also quiet and 
unmoved. Especially Foon, the old restaurant man, who had won about 
four thousand rnoints,. 

Old Jung realized the desnerate situation he was in. His only 
revealing gesture of fear was his trembling hands, His face was 
like a cold marble statue, so motionless was it. No one looking at 
his face would think that he was three thousand roints behind, In 
fact, pa would think that he was ahead, and that he did not wish 
to show it. 

Since six in the evening he had remained there, rnlaying two 
complete rounds of mah jong. Now it was ten in the evening, but 
dung was not conscious of the fleeting time, he only knew that he 
could not go on losing, esnecially when he was nlaying a hundred 
dollars a thousand points. 

It was the largest money game he had ever played, but he was 
confident before he started that he would win, in fact, he must win 
to escent of debt. Bad luck was with him tonight. Four long hours 


he played on, only to win but three games of sixty points each, 
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The realization of the seriousness of his rosition came when he 
lost a five hundred noints game to Wing Kur. From thatmment on, 
he kent losing until he was behind three thousand points, 

Now it was the north wind again, the last wind of the game. 
Old Jung knew that if he did not win now, it would set him back 
three hundred dollars. He shuddered when he thought of the money. 
Where could he get three hundred dollars. liven if it was but 
fifty dollars, he would not be able to pay it. 

He clenched his teeth together, determined to win, absolute- 
ly sure that he must not lose anymore. If he could win but one big 
game, it would be better than winning a series of small ones. He 
mast win when the jong comes to him. Then he would win double the 
amount. 

Old Jung glanced now and then at the other men, It was 
evident that Foon was nlaying a careful game, eager to hold on 
to his winnings. The others who were behind nlayed a game of 
chance, taking risks, determined to win back at least rnart of 
what they lost. But 01d Jung was the one who was really behind. 
Wing Kur lost only six hundred noints. and Woo the merchant was 
behind by a seant three hundred noints,. 

But at a hundred dollars a thousand noints, every rnoint 
counts. Every point one wins is ten cents. 

Wing Kur and Woo were both trying for a three doubles game, 
old Jung noticed, Both were discarding the character and bamboo 


suits, retaining all tiles which belonged to the dot suit. 
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Old Jung glanced at his hand. Exnerience taught him that 
it was useless to get a winning combination out of his hand now. 
The only thing left was to nrevent Wing Kur, who sat on the right 
of him, from forming sequences of tiles which Old Jung was to dis- 
card. Noticing the discards of tiles by Wing Kur, Jung was able 
to guess that Kur was trying for a three doubles: suit. 

He watched ard with a fear in his heart, his whole body 
numb with fright. If only he could prevent Wing Kur from winning. 
He knew that it all denended upon him, since he was sitting on the 
left of Kur, and Kur was the only one who could form sequences of 
tiles which he discarded. | 

dung couldn't understand his bad luck tonight. He had never 
lost so much, The most he ever lost was one or two hundred noints; 
sometimes woscibls three hundred. But three thousand noints!} He 
shuddered. He was not conscious of the nassiing of time. His whole 
attention was drawn on the mah jong tiles, honing for a chance to 
win. But so far that chance had evaded him, until now, there were 
but two more games to go. 

Jung*s eyes became dazed by the strong light, and the bright 
red color of the mah jong hurt his eyes too. For four long hours 
-he had remained in his seat, not once getting up, not once stopping 
for a moment of rest, but deep in the game, trying desrerately to 
win back what he lost. He was determined to win, regardless of how 
long he had to stay there. 

He watched with carefulness the discarding of the tiles, 


honing for a revealing sign that the others might give themselves 
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away. He had nlayed the game for so many years that he rnossessed 
a sort of clairvoyant rower which enabled him to guess with a high 
percentage of accuracy the concealed tiles of the other nlayers. 
Yet, desnite this fact he was losing. 

There was no need to talk, Hach nlayer was too interested 
in his playing to talk. The game continued on. Usually there were 
men watching the game, but tonight since it was a big money game, 
no one was allowed to see for fear he might give signals to the 
other vnlayers. 

The four men were rlaying alone, The hours ticked away. 

The last game came. When Old Jung received the north wind 
jong, he was still three thousand noints behind. It was the last 
game, and he decided to nlay a game of thirteen orrnhans, a game 
which if nlayed right, he would have thirteen chances of winning. 
It was the only way which he could get back what he had lost. 

He threw the dice. The wall was onened across from him, 

When he looked at his fourteen tiles he noticed that he had nine of 
the thirteen orphans in his Benes He threw out one of the useless 
tiles, the six of bamboo. Later, after playing awhile, he saw that 
he had ten of the thirteen orphans. His hands trembled. If only 
no one would win now, All he needed was @ little time, a time toe 
get thirteen complete orphans and a nair of eyes. He noticed thet 
Wing Kur and Woo were again trying for a three doubles hand, They 
did not worry him, for he knew that they would take a long time to 


get a winning combination. But Foon was trying to win in the shortest 
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moment rossible. Ue was already waiting for the winning tile to 
be discarded. 

Playing went around a few more turns. When Jung drew again, 
he got a red dragon, His heart almost stopped when he saw his thir- 
teen tiles. He had the one of character, the nine of dot, the nine 
of bamboo, one east wey one west wind, one north wind, one south 
wind, a red dragon, a green dragon, and a white dragon. 

If any me player discarded any one of them, he would win. 

And he was the jong. He would win double the amount. It was the 
highest game that could be won. A thousand yroints from each rlayer. 

Jung looked at Foon again. He was afraid that Foon might 
win before him, On and on the game went. There was a tenseness in 
the air which frightened Jung. He could hear his heart beating loudly. 
Thirteen chances to win. He must win. 

When his chance came again he took a tile from the wall. His 
fingers felt the smoothness of the tile. For a moment a look of 
nuzzlement came into his face. Then it brightened. He had gotten 
a white dragon. He had won. He had ata pack his three thousand points. 
His eHole body relaxed. For the first time since six in the evening, 
he let out a breath. 

Dazed, still hardly believing the miracle he accormmlished in 
the last game, he came out of the gambling shop, his hands and feet 
unsteady. 


But anyone looking at him would know that never again would 


he go near a gambling shop. 


ict a aunts Jon Lee 
The Seventh Day Tragedy No. Three 
/6Hours 
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oi It was in this way that Jung, the son of Uncle Quan died 


his death, A death which started ita fatal beginning LA the 
Birthday of Men, otherwise known as the seventh day of the Chinese 
New Year, Although’ did not die& till the Birthday of the Hobber, 
the tenth day of the New Year, the relatives and folks blamed his 
death on what he did in the Birthday of thé Men. 

The next day was to be New Year's eve. Aunt Quan was going 
about in a busy manner. She was preparing celebration to the gods 
and goddesses. Just the dsy before she had changed s twenty dollar 
bill into quarters. And she had carefully wrapped each quarter 
into a piece of red good--luck paper. ‘These g00d luck money was 
to be distributed to the children of her many friends. 

Aunt Quan had but two roe iat thes own. Jung was the older 
and Hoi was the younger. Jung was very playful and peppy. His 
Small brother was a direct opposite of him. Jung wags by no means 
F} naughty boy. ‘He was playful and he conld not stay still doing 
nothing. Hoi was always hanging around his mother. He Stayed in 
the house so often that the little boys from the neighborhood 
called him a Sissy boy. Another thing which prompted him this 
name was the fact that he still wore short pants even though he 
was ten years of age. Jung was twelve. 

Now Jung was a very handsome little boy. Despite his play- 
fulness his parents liked him better than his quiet brother. Aunt 
Quan used to say to her many friends, "I like Jung better because 
he is not afraid of people. His small brother hides whenever any 
strangers come around. Besides Hoi is too quiet to be a boy. hy, 
sometimes I think he should have been a little girl. He is SO 


: eR 
weak and delicate. But Jting is very rough and he is a boy." 
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dung, even thouzh he was but twelve, scorned upon superstition 
of the 01d country. He did not understand why his mother did such 
odd things during the New Year. He had always said to himéelf, 

"Why isn't mother like father? Must she always be so old-fashioned? 
Yee's father and mother are so modern. They don't do any of the 
strange and odd things that mother dos" He was rather ashamed of 
his mother. 

He used to get mad because his mother had small feet. And 
what's more she wore the typical old Chinese costume. And he 
remembered many times how people stared at her when he went up town 
with his mother. He was humiliated because his mother was behind 
the times. 

Many times when I was out in the streets playing, he said to 
me, "I wished my Recher was like yours. Your eA eG G. have 
small feet and she does not dress up in old Chinese clothes. You 
are so very fortunate." But I did not tell him that my mother was 
very superstitious too. Instead I smiled a Yague smile and let 
him know that I am pleased with wet he said. 

Aunt Quan was very superstious. 50 much that days befoge 
New Year came, she was preparing for it. On New Year's ive She 
pasted mottoes brashed in black ink on red paper upon the rooms in 
the house. In the guest rooms there were two, one on each side 
of the lilies. One was a greeting for the New Year. ‘he other 
was something about money and riches. 

When Jung came into his room he saw one of these red paper 
on his bedroom wall. It stood out conspbdaaously on the bleak wall. 
He looked under his pillow and there was a dime wrapped in red paper. 


And also a tiny little orange. 
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He remembered how he used to look forward to the New Year 
because then, he could receive many dollars in money. He remem- 
bered when he was quite small how he used to have a little box 
which he ased purposely to put his New Year's money ine He remem- 
bered how he used to secretly open the red paper and to see how 
much the money was and how he counted them to see what the amount 
WAS. 

He used to look forward to the New Year because he was able 
to lesve school for one whole day and he could stay home and help 
his mother do this and that. Then, it was a pleasure to him. But 
as the years went by he was 80 enthusiastic in all the fuss and 
bother. nytlaet 

Now this Hew Year's eve, his Sunt was very busy. She was 
phoning to the store to get this and that. She was getting hhe 
house ready for the New Year. She swept the floor and then she 
washed it. Windows which were filled with grease for almost a 
year had its first cleaning. New tablecloths were bought. New 
shoes for the children and new clothes too. 

Rice powder used for making puddings and fancy articles were 
all ready put away. Bamboo shoots, bean sprouts, white-silky 
noodles, Sayer eas food and scores of necessary food were all 
prepared for the midnight dinner on New Year's eve. 

In the night everybody was prepared for the celebration. 
Aunt Quan place a chidken on the tablecwith three glasses of wine 
and three pair of chopsticks. In a little bottle filled with saw- 
dust she placed two wax red candles into the jar. She burned in- 
cense and then going to the head of the table shad silently said a 


little prayer and then she made each one of her children do the same. 
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Then she burned golden paper stré from the candles on the table. 
And she swung the burning papers up and down and twirled them around 


the room. ‘Then she placed a lotterly ticke& under the burning in- 


> 


eense and let the burnt ashes dropped on the ticket. By the impression 


Spar 

it made the aunt would put that tickét in the company and hoped that 
it will hit and get some moneys. Now whan Jung saw his mother did 
that every year, it grew a little monotonous to him. Today it no 
longer holds any satisfaction to him. 

In the evening before the New Year Aunt Guan said to each one 
of her children, “Tomorrow I want each one of you to wake up with a 
smile. I do not want any fighting from anyone of you. I want you 
be be careful of your speech. ‘That is the most important thing. Be 
careful of your speech. And most important of sll, I do not want 
any crying from any of you. ‘Tomorrow is the first day of Hew Year. 
And that day no one cries or quarrels." 

The little boys listened a5 what the mother was saying. But 
Jung was not listening attentively. He had heard it so many times 
that now he could Beatty by heart if he wished. Hoi asked his mother, 
"Could I wear my new shoes and new suit tomorrow?" 

"Why, of course. Jung, I want you to dress up tomorrow." 

Tomorrow was to be the first day of New Year. All the little 
boys and girls would be absent from school to celebrate. Jung was 
rather lonesome as he did not want to leave school. He knew that 
many big boys and girls who went to the high school were not absent 
because it was New Year. And he thought that he was not a little 
boy anymore. He was almost thirteen and he was in the low eighth 
grade. But he did not go because he knew that all the other boys 


and girls in the class would be absent too. so he stayed home much 
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as he gisliked it. 

Today was the first day of the New Year. It was the Birthday 
Of the Chicken. Jung woke up tired as he did not go to bed till 
after twelve. At midnight he ate "Jide"with the whole family. And 
some rice. It was exactly midnight when the family gathered around 
the table. His father, his mother, Hoi, and himself. And they did 
not start till everyone Was seated at the table. ‘hat was the custom 
he was told. Zveryone of the fanily mast be at the table. He remem- 
bered how silent everyone had been while eating. He heard the rattling 
of the chopsticks on the porcelain Howls. 

Before he went to bed his mother said to him, "Jung, I want you 
to call everyone by their right terms tomorrow. You know, tomanrow 
is New Year and you must be polite. And when anyone comes, I want 
you to serve tea and be sure to offer it with both hands. T want 
you to pass out the sweet melons and the black and red melon seeds. 
When you give t+ to the guests remember to say, 'W'ont you gather 
some gold dust?" To the men you must pass out cigars and cigarettes. 

"When you offer tea you must also pass out slicds of thin sweet 
cocoanut and sweet delicagies for the guests to sweeten the tea. 1 
want you to remember all this tomorrow. And be Sure to put on your 
new suit and new socks. Ana@ also the bheck shoes." Jung listened 
to all this without apparent interest. ; 

‘Now this morning when he woke he was tired and fatigue by 
the short rest. It was now nine )' clock and the day was cloudy and 
gray. He put on his new suit and new shoes and feit very awkward 
in NM. He combed his hair and then he came down. there eine 
mother and father already up and all dressed in new clothes and 


new shoes. Hoi was still asleep in his room. 
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Now when Jung saw his mother, he knew he must called her and 
—stired her greetings and happiness for the Hew Year. He must say 
the same to his father. After greeting both his father and mother 
he went out into the streets to shoot firecrackers. But before he 
did his mother gave him a quarter wrapped in red paper and his fatHser 
gave him one also. 

As was the custom, his father shot a package himself. ‘The 
rest he gave to his two little boys. Thus Jung had a great many 
firecrackers to shoot. Later zeus came out to join him and ne was 
dressed in all his new clothes and he had on a scarlet red tie. 
Seeing this, Jung could almost yell. But he offered some fire- 
crackers to his brother and throughout the morning they shot black 
powder firecrackers and flashlight firecrackers. At lunch time 
Aunt guan came out and called them in. 

Before they started to eat Aunt Guan said to them, "Be careful 
of your dishes and bowls. Do not drop them on the floor." Now : 
Jung had heard this year after year and he did not paid any attention 
to what his mother said to him. 

There was roast duck and cold chicken. Also abslone with 
oyster sauce. Soups and dried oyséers cooked with great big mush- 
rooms. And the family ate their fill. After eating, Uncle juan 
played the phonograph. And he choose one entitled "The Big Open 
Door" and the laud music could be heard even way out in the streets. 

The passers by stopped and listened and smiled. #or that was 
a proper song to play on the Birthday of the Chicken. soatiane 
said to Jung, "I don't want you to play any sad and melancholy music 
today. If you must play them wait until a later day. ‘oday is the 


first day and it is a bad sign to have sa@ music in the house. 
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But you could play "The Big Open Door" as much as you like.” Again 
Jung was irritated because he had heard that many times also. He 
thought his mother was unfair slways saying this and that to hia. 
She never scolded Hoi. Jung was moody and gad all during the day. 

About one o'clock in the afternoon the guests began to arrive. 
The first was an o14d man who was always the first one to come every 
year. He was a Big fat man with a very broad smile. He came and 
Jung brought him teacand seeing that his mother was watching hin, 
he offered it with both hands. And timidly he said to the man, "W'ont 
you gather some gold dust?” But inside of him he conld not help 
favchine because it was so funny. He felt so uneomfortable in his 
new clothes. And his new shoes was hurting him so that he had a 
most difficult time in walxing. 

And to add to his discomfort people said to his mother, "My, 
wat a big boy Jang is now. He ‘is a little young man. Let's see, 
how old is he? Oh, yes, why, he is almost fifteen.” And Jung would 
grow red in the face because he was only thirteen. Sut those old 
folks were like that. Always Teele Ne would like to come 
right out and sgold them all. Only this wes the first day and he did 
not dare mach as he likadto. 

And so all through the afternoon. Offering tea, saying to the 
guests to gather gold dust, and receiving money in red paper. What's 
more, he had to wear his tight shoes and new clothes. He hated them. 

In the evening at six o'clock my mother and I went over to 
visit Aunt Quan. ‘ie were staying for dinner as Atinh Quan had invited 
us over. 

I was all dressed up in a bright outfit. I! had a ssilor cap 


which i admired very much. I looked in the mirror and adhired it. 
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So taking my small hand my mother led me over to Aunt Quan's 
house. We arrived there and @verything was all set for dinner. 

I went over toitaitk to Jung. He greeted mea cheery hello. 
He and 1 were in the same class even though I was two years younger 
than Jung. I was crazy about money and I asked Jung how much he had 
received already. He said, "I don't know. I did not count them vats! 
I secretly told hrm that I already received about seven dollars. I 
Secretly counted them withont letting my mother know. Then Jung took 
me into @ small room snd together we counted his money together. He 
received about two dollars less than I. Then we carefully wrapped 
the money back so that no one would know that they had been opened. 

WE came out to dinner. First the men drank whiskey. Even 
the women were a little brave and they drank rice whiskey while the 
men drank strong liquor. There was talk about this and that. Jung 
sat silent all through the meal. I did not talk with anyone because 
the voices of the men and women would acown® ia out. After dinner 
the women separated and went into the kitchen. The men sat in the 
parlor and talked about politics and every little thing. Jung and 
I went, the bedroom. He said to me, "Did your mother paste a motto 
‘On your wall?" TI said, "No, she dropped doing that long ago." 
He said, “I wish my mother would stop doing it. It makes me feel 
so uncomfortable. Besides I am so big now and people woudid laugh at 
me if they knew." I quite agreed with my friend. I piews t would 
not like to pave those mottoes in my room. 

We came ont into the kitchen and most of the women were getting 
reading to make fancy cakes and dishes. Aunt Quan passed out aprons 
to each one of the women who Piss Mviniz to help with the work. 


liy mother was cutting up sweet melon and cocoanut candy. 
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Another woman was roasting peanuts by the stove in the corner. 

| Aunt Quan was boiling oil in the big stowe: she turned the 
gas down when the oil boiled too freely. An 014 woman, whose face 
was wrinkled and dry was putting candy and cocoanut into a small 
piece off dough and she rolled it close with her hand, until the 
dough was round as a ball. She then sprinkled some seeds, which 

ped been previously fried,over the ball of daggh and the preliminary 
9 i to the "gin dur" was finished. Another women, very young and 
beautiful were_mising the dough with her bare hands. And she pauréd 
melted-brown sugar syrup into the dough once in awhile. iiith her 
hands she squeezed and pushed the dough until it was well mixed and 
well browned. ‘hen the old dry woman fixed the next step. After 
She finished that, tren Aunt Quan fried them in oil. And the rest 
of us sat there and ate them. 

Jung ate the sweeten kind, but I preferred the salted kind. 
‘Each of us ate one because we could not eat anymore. Besides they 
were not very digestible. It was late in the night that my mother 
took me home. That evening I received many more quarters. I was 
tired that 1 decided to count them in the morning. 

Night passed. And the Birthday of the Dog, the second day of 
the New Year came along. That day is eennna and rained. I could 
not go out and shoot firecrackers. I decided to stay home from school 
for one more day. That morning Jung came to called me, but I told 
him that I did not want to go to school, so he went alone. Even 
his small boornee wacin was staying home too. I noticed that Jung 
did not wear his new clothes that day. 

The day was very dreary and dull. I still wore my new suit and 


shoes. iiy amount of money had increased to almost eleven dollars. 
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It rained all the through the sfternoon and the sky grew dark 
and sullen. I stared out of the window and saw the rain dropping down 
on the streets. I was glad that I did not go to school that day, be- 
eause if 1 did, then I had to walk in the heavy rain and get all wet. 

In the afternoon Aunt Quan and Hoi and Uncle Guan came to visit ha 
in our house. Aunt Quan was dressed up in a long Chinese robe and 
She had her hair combed back and there were many golden jewels sticking 
in her hair. She had godden earrrings and bracelets. And her face, 
which was usually rough sand brown, was today pink and white. she 
appeared like a different person and much younger. In this tisit 
I offered tea to her and to uncle with a great deal of formality. 

In fact, the visit and the talk waa very formal. But New Year's 
visits Gee Like that. They were very formal. 

Sinee this was thé Birthday of the Dog, it was known as a day 
of parties. A day in which big and elaborate parties were given 
by the stores and companies. Aven the people themselves gave this 
elaborate parties. 

Aunt ian and our family were going to attend a big party that 
night. It was to held in the finest and best restaurant in Chinatown. 
At seven o'clock Aunt Quan came to call@® us. She was in a huge and 
new automobile which she bought not so long ago. It was of a red color 
and very attractive to me. liy mother, my brother and I were the only 
one going in oir family. ‘My father had to stay home and take care of 
the small baby. 

Arriving at the restaurant, I saw many men and women dressed 
up in bright colors. Jewels gleamed in the light of the electric 
lights. Inséde in a big and beantiful room, I saw tables covered 


with pure white tablecloths, which were as white as the snow in a 
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mountain top. ‘here was a great deal of bugzing and murmuring by 
the people, like the sound of ocean waves rising and falling, that 
for a moment I thought 1 was hearing the sound of the waves. 

The party was to be at seven o'clock sharp, but it did not 
start till about‘eight. W#® had to wait + the guests to arrive 
before we could start. I noticed then that Jung was not sround any- 
where. 1 asked Hoi where he was, and he said, "This afternoon he 
swesred and mother did not let him come. He had to stay home." 

I knew how superstitious Aunt Quan was and I knew that if any 
of her sons did anything during the New Year which was not right, 
she would surely punish him. It happened that this time it was Jung, 
and Aunt Quan was more strict with Jang thanushe was with HO Leo 1 | 
said to myself that I would talk with Jung tomorrow and cheer him up. 

The party was over at about ten o'clock. I drank a great deal 
of cider during the dinner and 1 felt very sick that I wished to go 
home earlier than the others. liy mother sephded me on the way home 
as she had previously warned me not to eat or drink too much. But 
since I was 9 little boy, and since this was tlew Year, and since she 
was not watching, I drank and I ate my full. 

Game the dawn of the third day of the New Year, the BirtHday 
of the Pig. This was not a very impOrtant day of the New Year. ‘ZO 
me it was, because I had a héavy dose of castor oil given to me. 

But this was a yearly occurence and I did not care about it. 

J aia not go to school that day. In the evenin# 1 went and.visited 
Jung. He was moody and irritating.. I went.in his room and he talked 
tO me. 

‘yew Year's celebration makes me sick," he said. "All this fuss 
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old customs. They get on my nerves. And people offering money to 
me. I don't feel Like taking them." 

"Why, Jung, how could you say all these things: If your mother 
know about this, a would surely scold fou. You know how she is, 
she believes in the old customs." 

"That's just it. he never changes. “very year and everything 
is just the same as the year before. Your mother changes. so does 
averyone else's mothers. But my mother is the same all the time. 
Why, yesterday she locked me in simply because 1 told Hoi to mind 
his own business and that I think he is a fool. My mobher heard it 
and She locked me in. It's all so foolish and silly. I know your 
mother wouldn't do it to you if you did that.” 

I thought awhile and I knew that what Jung said was very true. 
His mother was really quite Strtct. I knew that Jung was 4 very 
sensative fellow and he was easily hurt by what people said about 
him. He was very easily hurt. 

Opening the door of my house, I heard a vobce called to me. 
"Ming. Ming." I knew it was my mother. 

Hurrying up the stairs, I finally reached my room, which was 
located at the end of the hall. ily mother, dressed up in 4 bright 
new Chinese robe told me that she was going over to the fortune | 
telling woman to sed what the year will bring in happiness and luck. 
She was going to hand in the names of everyone in our family and 
in Aunt Quan's family. 

She was going to find out whether she had any chance of going 
back to Chkna this year or not. And whether her luck this year was 
going to better than last or worse. I saw on the”slip of paper the nen 


=f Jung. I knew that Jung never believed in such things anyway. 
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We came to an old Woman, living in a dark and empty house. 
The house was dimly lighted by gas, there wes no electric in the 


house at all, therefore I had a dark ana suspicious feeling when I 


went in with my mother. On the floors in the hallway I saw an earthen 


g0d, poorly colored with some bright paint. The god had an agly 
expression on the face. Right at the feet of the idol there was a 
Small gaass of oil burning slowly, but Steadily. In the litte 
box where the idol was resting, I saw on the walls of the box some 
words brusbed in ink on red paper. 

The hallway was dark, very dark indeed. ‘There were many doors 
and all of them looked the same. suddenly from the far end of the 
hall, which was still darker than the hall itself, a door slowly 
Opened and a woman with white dirty hair came out and told my mother 
to go in. 

The inside of the room was dark too. It was just a single 
room. ‘Close to the wall there was a bed very untidy and the sheet 
evidently had been slept on and turned over egain and again without 
any washing. On the other side right opposite the peat close to 
the wall, there was a big table covered With a red oilcloth, which 
was very dirty. On a little stand which was about a foot high 
there rested a huge idol painted in gold. This if@ol had a silent 
smile resembling the Mona Lisa's smile greatly. 

el oking up & round box with many chips or rather bamboo slits 
in it, the old woman shook it up and down. First she read a name 
out of the slit of paper that my mother gave to her. And then she 
manbled something, what I did not know, and then she shook the 
box up and down until a single slit fell out of the box. On this 


slit there was a number and the old woman put that number next to 
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the name that she spoke out. And on like that until sll of the 
names had a number next to it.. \Wihen she finished my mother gave 

her some money in a piece of red papep and we came aut of the dreary 
place into the bright sunlight. 

We had paid thé old woman for a list of numbers and the next 
step was to find out in a book to see the meaning under each one of 
these numbers. As it was night and rather late we could not very 
well go over to San Francisco to buyoone of those books. My mother 
and I came home late and we went to back. 

On the Birthday of the Lamb, the fourth day, 1 went back to 
school. Jung came and called me snd I went with him. I told him 
that his mother had handed in his name to the fortune telling woman 
yesterday. He did not answer me and I knew that he was mad at Aunt 
Quan for doing what she did. 

In the evening Aunt Quan and her whole ae came over to 
our house. Jung was along too. I was rather surprised because 
Jung as a rule rarely went o1t with his mother. We all gathered 
together in the living room. 

My mother had already hired a man to tell what the numbers 
meant. This man knew the one hundred numbers of the fortune telling 
book by heart. He told one number for ten cents each. He told me 
that I will have lots of lack during the coming year. iW“ had a lot 
of fun iQbbentAe tac tk man explaining the numbers. Jung was silent 
all the way through. 

Then the man came to Jung's number. He said, "The saying says 
that Jung should be careful of his health during this coming year. 
And he should especially watch the automobiles while crossing the 


streets. His health is threatened by dark shadows." Now when Aunt 
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Quan heard all this she was very sad. For she believed in this sort 
of things. And she grew worried and pale. Before Jung went home 
he said to mie, "Ming, you just watch. Nothing is going to happen to 
me. If my health dees get bad it is not because of this numbers, 
but because it just comes naturally. You know, all of baa Fg ea geys- 
eons nonsense to me." He went home little caring whether anything 
happened to him or not. 
I thought awhile after he went. Is all this nonsense or not. 
I do not know. I remembered a certain man teat nad his fortune told. 
According to the story it was said that the man would come into a 
great possession of money on a certain day. And many other things. 
It all came true. Then there was another man who was to suffer from 
very back luck and the saying said that he will never have a chance 
to go back to his own land. He did go back and he brought a lot 
of money with him elso. So I did not know whether to believe or not. 
that day I received a few more quarters. Iily total amount of 
money now was thirteen dollars. And that does not include the dime 
under my bed pillow. 

The Birthday of the Cow came and then passed away without any 
excitement. However, that day some guests came and visited my mother. 
The Birthday of Ae Horse arrived. I received a few more 
quarters and a half dollar from a generous friend. I no longer wore 

my new clothes. 
then the tragic Birthday of Men came. It was raintve. It was 
Sunday. ‘Today we were going to have raw fish and cabbage. This 
was an old custom which we an been following for many, ,many Boars. 
When I came downstairs to the kitchen I saw my mother opening 


the brown pudding. She was going to fry them in the afternoon. 
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On the kitchen table there were raw fish, decorated with green leaves, 
and cabbage cut up in thin slices mixed with red carrots, also cut 
apein thin slices. There was oyster sauce in a very small dish. 
Inside of a brown paper bag I saw some crisply fried things. hat 
they were, I did not know. There were pepper, salt, and fried small 
seeds. 

I ssid to my mother, "Are these to be eaten raw?" 

"Why, of course." 

"But why raw?" 

"It's an old custom.” 

Over in the big stove I saw a big bowl boiling, the steam 
coming up and disappearing into the thin air. I found out that it 
was broth. Rice broth cooked with a few pieces of tasty bones. 

My mother safld, "Those who could not eat the fish raw eat it 
with the hot broth." I knew that I would be among those who could 
not eat the fish raw. ify mbtner telephoned over to Aunt Guan's house 
and invited them over. At two o'clock in the afternoon everybody 
arrived and we had raw fish to eat. ‘The men folks ate it as iheseel 
it was nothing at all. The fish appeared red and raw and looked 
indégestible to me. But the men ate it and really enjoyed it. 

They swallowed it between gulps of home-made wine. 

lily mother brought the broth over and she served it to the 
children and the women. ‘Then we dropped pieces of raw fish into 
the soup and it tasted good. After the feast I went out in the 
streets and went over to the store where they were shooting a great 
deal of firecrackers. ‘%, watched for almost an hour and I was 
sure that the store shot offa ae of firecrackers during that hour. 


: 
| 
All of the boys went into the pile of burt crackers to look for : 
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some that perhaps might have refused to come off. 

After the end of the shooting our ears began to ring because 
we had been so close to the firecrackers. 

When Jung and I came back to the house my father gave me some 
firecrackers and he also gave some to Jung to shoot. This was 
the i ev aag of Men and it was the last day for shooting firecrackers. 
All afternoon we shot firecrackers and we had a grand time. 

The afternoon passed away very quickly and soon it was dinner 
time. In our house we still had the paper mottoes pasted on the 
walls and the oranges and melon seeds on the tesble. we did not take 
them away until after the Birthday of the Robber. 

Jung and I went into the sitting room. 

He said, "Didn't I tell you that nothing would happen to me3 
You see, I told you that all those talk was just pure nonsense. 

I think it is a waste of money to spend it on Such foolish things. 
But my mother is like that." 

"New Year is almost over. I suppose you must be glad.” 

"Sure." 

He went over to the table to get some melon seeds. Suddenly 
I heard dishes and glass being broken. I turned around and there 
was Jung gathering up the broken pieces of glassware. I saw that 
he was afraid as Aunt Quan came into the room. For a moment nobody 
“spoke. Then in a small guiet voice Jung said, "I didHit mean it. 

I guess I must have pull the tablecloth without knowing it." 

Aunt Quan immideiately took him home. I heard my mother saying, 
"It's a bad sign. Broking dishes oh the Birthday of Men. Very bad. 
Phis morning Aunt Quan told me that she break an electric light 


globe and che was so worried as it was an ill omen.” 
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That night I counted my money. I had altoghether abouth fifteen 
dollars. My mother told me to put if in the bank next week. 

And the dawn of the Birthday of the Wheat came. 

Jung had caught sick so I was told. That day I went over to 
see him. He seemed very eheerful even thoigh he was a little pale. 
His sickness was brought about because of all the fancy and oily 
foods that he ate during the entire week. He said to me, "I know 
what my mother is thinking now. She is going to blame sll this 
on what I did at your house yesterday and what the man said about 
my number." 

To comforthim I said, "Sure, you'll get well soon. I know 
that all those fool&sh beliefs have nothing to do with your illness. " 
I told him that I wes going to see him tomorrow. 

My mother asked me how Jung aise and I told her that he was all 
right except that he was a little pale. Thatnight my mother went 
over to visit him. She theght that what he did yesterday was the 
eause of his sickness. 

Aunt Quan told my mother that it was a bad sigh when she break 
that electric light Blobe. She told my mother that she did not 
even dare tell Uncle Quan about it, even thdugh uncle did not believe 
in such foolish things. 

The next day, the Birthday of the Soldier came along. I went 
over to Jung's house and I saw a doctor there. Aunt Quan told me 
that Jung had a fever last hight. It was a bad fever, she told me. 
Jung was asleep so I did not talk to him that day. : 

Aunt Quan told me that the doctor told her that Jung's heart 
was very weak and he told her to send the boy to the hospital as 
soon as Peeatnyet But she did not want to do it because she did not 


believe the doctor. 
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In the afternnon Jung complained that he had a sore throat. 
The doctor came and ssid that he had diptheria and that his heart 
Was very weak. But still Aunt Quan thought that perhaps in a day 
or two the sickness would pass away. She said that Jung was such a 
strong boy that he could get well from any sickness with ease. 

It was late in the night almost about ten o'clock that the 
telephone rang. Aunt Quan sounded very excited over the phone. 

My mother told me to phone over to the doctor and tell him to come 
over to see Jung. liy mother then took me over to the house and I 
saw that the doctor had arfived before I. It was late. Jung 
dbedcbaadeniy. Aunt Quan was sobbing. But Jung was still alive. 
He tried to talk but was unable. His pale face was still and thin. 
The doctor wanted to send the patient over to the hospital. But 
Aunt Quan did not let him. 5S he was going to called in a Chinese 
doctop the next morning and ‘ahe did not want to have Jung away. 

The doctor told my mother that perhaps the boy might die)so 
weak was his heart. He tried to tell Aunt Quan but Aunt Quan would 
not believe him. He went away. 

Thatnight while I was in bed I worried about Jung. He looked 
very weak, indeed. And then the Birthday of the Robber dawned. 
Before I was up, I heard the telephone rang. ify mother made me 
get 19 in a hurry. Jung was getting worse. He acted very strangely, 
so’ my aunt told my mother over the phone. I had to phone the doctor 
again. I told him to hurry because it was emergency. He came to 
Jung's hoise before we arrived there. When we arrived we heard 
Aunt's @uan erying in a loud voice. Jung died very Suddenly she 
told my mother. And she sobbéd and gried and moaned. 


The doctor went back to his office as he could not do anything. 
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@he Birthday of the Robber was 9 twsagic day for Aunt Quan. 
All through the day she at the bedside of Jung and chanted a peculiar 
@ong. I could not stand it because it was wailing and sad and lI 
came home with mother. 
That day I counted my money and I had althogether about fifteen 
Prine 
dbllars. I used some of the money and bought a Such of flowere and 
I brought it over to Aunt Guan. She was silent and she gave se 
a dime wrapped in a piece of white paper and also a piece of brown 
sugar wrapped in a piece of white paper. Il came home. 

Now the New Year was officialyy over. And the tragic death 
of Jung threw all of us in sed and moody appearance. And once 
in awhile in the days that followed 1 heard Aunt Quan telling to 
her friends about Jung breaking the dishes on the Birthday of Men , 
and about the saying told by the old man) 6nd how she break an electric 
light lowe on the morning of the seventh day of the year. 

And the 01a folks, very old, who were almost ready for the 
grave, said that it was inevitable. It was very bad to break anything 
on the Birthdey of Men. Aunt Quan really believed that the cause 3 
of Jung's death was inevitable. She said 28 Ne agg caSay A everything 
came out as supposed to happen. It could not be coincidence that 
Jung should break things of the seventna aay. 304 she to broke a ELObRy 
and thé saying of the old man. 

I missed Jung. In school and in my spare time I thought of 
him. 1 remembered what he said. “Nothing will happen to me, you see.” 

But it did happen and I did not whether it was fate that 
caused his death or else it was brought about because of things 
that happened to him in the New Year. 

I only knaw that I missed my frigad, Jung, very much. 
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The Strange YVoman 


How well I remember her, this strange woman of Chinatown. 
And although she ue but only a distant memory now, + can 


still Un all Aea_ 
atta her Soha eet: seeing again hezstrangeness and w(K all her 


fhos GA CACaafoer Knew, 


Apeculiarities, milier to e whow-knowsher. 
ae Was a then Cohiphecie BAL sep APC. Gpr: CBE ELEA DAA AATEC © zepsimbe A 
é cst — renee — seene, this life that” surges,anound 
an ; en) 


maf bu hear her hame mentioned frequently by nun ls 


in the AS. falas Everytime that she is mentioned, 1 gen_be 
a FEW mone 


sure to learn ray fw facts about her oe and habits, for 
CNS OW About _ tp fhe 
she was om the | workers never tim of talking. 
pecel (an 
She was indeed ci yeh ty) Bate aa perhaps the strangest . 
Woman £ aa think of fea L recall ) 
One that ever roamed se pee Chinato. <tow olearly 
used phe Ly 
Wiis the way she wai the clothes she wears, the way peat 
LAS C4 Wid AR 6 bowl _ 4 


the town, hngcdine @ he elf. 


ante Mra.s arr Po welK thw 
Srp o-crgemeanitae @ streets of Chinatown, dressed 
Wot F 
up ina “arg fantastic and conspicuous costume, Whaleh consistég / 
of a large red cloth whieh see tied around her head, a dark 
woolen cloak of blue wool whteh hung loosely on her stoat 
tnd wear 
body,Aa pair of odd looking slippers of a dark red cdlor. On 
Kes 
rainy days she did not wear the red cloth a her head. Ashe 
wore a large straw hat, flat and wide, shaped like a pancake 
with a pyramid effect in the middle. Whenever she walked on 
the street people Dat) ar her, even though she had been 


eomi and going hinatown for many years. She never walked 
ty g BEET Gee A the neta le 


on the sidewalks simee-she preferred 
where the automobiles rushed ba cing nei @ ——— 
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" | -And-now-although these many years. I have not’ seen*her, 
l-can’stili-see her-as distinctly as if~she were haérée’?ri ght 
: mow. I can still remember that day when I first came to know 


tras lJ 


a her, that day when ifsaw her Sarbanes face pecring directly 


Al 
pe into mine. 


OT pint I was @ little boy then, hardly ten years old. liany times 


pi 
i 43 ae heard my mother taiking of “crazy Choy,",that was the 
vhL ‘oh. She was R FACT) 
neat neep{ called. ie 2) NRRL st as I or any of 
my brothersor sisters disobeyed our elders, mother would say 


to us, "You better be good, or I shall call "erazy Choy" 
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l-remember- so-vivtdaly the the-dey-the- strange wonen-firet 
that she first 


eame~to-our’ h - It was the first day of the New Year, and 

to ger shop Ag” sere2r~ 
Ae; came the shrimp woman to visit my mother. Fhen—ehe 
25 we sau hen eAle, we 7? Call 
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to get a good look at theestrange=woman. Almost continuoasly 


w, 
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leftjvorright, just walking, her brown face reminding one of 


an old witch. Her hair ser) never combed, spreading out are 
Agthect 
fj. her face from under the red sloth) Gisineokert: a weird and 


Som 
frighteni effect. : 
: 40 She iia Fa ari wrtrie.late fark « on.. The 


could not speak, and her only resemblence 
Wy whick she séeemek caprble wene 


0 human talk len Wek spattenee from eS shemmmpvered *oac 
Sthanmdge Soup bth'ek I Per Hteracd Lem hen _mmeowdtA, vast 
aniaef unceasingly. Always her mouth moved,,her face twitched 

ana, eee eae 


As Ij 
Pe ave Veron the ‘strange sounds ffomiher moatuH. She Was @ K tcomaonr peng. 


er seemet- in fact Like _ 
/O0 4 woman, : more like a wild creature, 7a witch of the olden 
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ES ep thing about her was the way she loved to 


IHtES J 
play with water. She used a great quantity, of water, playing 


with it all night long, splashing it all over the room and 


ele Wag 
floor. Mo fo wed over ¥6@@ able to explain why she dia it. 
usek 10 SCE eth’ 
I wher often at the Seventh Street Park obveinvae water 


from the small drinking fountain, filling the small cup which 
Cee oupeur bart 
she held in her hand, and emptying cupfal cupful Amu 


ant ‘ t 
the pa was full. It was slow tedious work, but she went 


about it pat ently, and when the pail was filled, she carried 
4 
it slowly, her whole body alantad to One side by the heavy 


load of water, walking/carefully to avoid spilling any of it. 


at (east 
She maasvten-oe three trips a day to the park, sometimes more, «~~ 


od 
always foryone reason, to get water. No one who saw her ever 


Simply Watched — 
bothered her, but ddeiwould wet her with unbelievable eyes. 


7A 
She carried the water back to mead house which she 
occupied with another old woman. The two of them lived alone, 


Cen [ray 


moa both were very @trange women. 
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Often 1 /Wed passed by their house, and looking up, I 
Whuld see the two of them sunning themselves near the open 
: P VIVE (97 
window. They were such an odd couple, so shrarke and so far 
Ae” 
apart from the rest of the living world. When I saw «hecsbrange 


Wddan looking listlessly toward the horizon, her eyes unmoved 
nL Kney | "her story then -~ whelh , 


and still, I often wondered— @ was thinking of the days 


of th 


€ 
when she was a young and beautifal girl amd how tragedy tw wAit4 
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one aight still have ~emeammmut, 202 ae 
remembrance of that day in China, so long ago, when she was 

kidnapped by a group of men who sold her and trained her for 

a life of ‘boetae and hardship? poakac it be i eet that 

wa 


beneath the Wild face and figure that there, wtill & spark 
of sanity left? No.one-knows;not-even. this strange women 


herse ¥ = a) ; / 2 
; seve *f wns va Al a tly fZe€yea (ef 
oP ‘Stor of her life is.sofen nd. strange that 
hw ne Ss ane LOL OO (6 fe Or A out eae ap teotl fka fry 
it is tecat anbelievable 771 What Llheve been able to-learn 


of-her-proves: AOPrEEyeTy Wocmectheteteabin.s.ctranger-THen 
Her story had its beginning a little over forty years 
ago back in China, back in the days when girls were captured 


or kidnapped and sold to 


pe ee who ws alot Os hain business 


to train *hese-girissfor @ 


lo” a 
am. nge.woms jn Ghe was/a little girl, beeceme.. ers 
as ofckidnappers. A “At-that-tine.sheas 
s — she Sco SErze ed — by thes 4 ee a 
(about six or seven years of cor Theykidneppers sneaked her 


into this country and sold her to a woman for a lerge amount of 


} 


5 ‘ v “ 
PR ceneree nas 
63 RORESE Fe ie & 


OPES oa Fen 
PP ROUGE 


ae 
oat Ue 


grudges ed? 
de?eailedne tecmfe al 


d eRe Vee ‘ 
FON] otha 
"i ; ‘ oy 


‘we te 


ny Sa + a 
sii bed eros 


“pr 


ey biloe 


moneys From that moment on the girl was taught to be a hae play thirg 
for men, and there was nothing that she could do to avoid , 
participating in this life of vice ana Ay Saas 

The years went by, and when the girl was old enough to 
make money, the woman yar her from the kidnappers 
became her manager, and fay took the girl to different cities 


yor ite Me? 
)0Oy=.0umen—who adored her. chaneaee 


where she became a great 


Aessoen ale 
was one who became so infatuated with her that he wanted phic 
KEC/I Atmsel / wished 
to Kossess her for Alecverybwn. Much as the irl Ph it, yet 


Could raf eC bath Va bn. The Coratrol ond 
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The young man hed lost ‘control of himself, @rivinyg vO 
caasy was pe fo ‘have ) 
(ay) desperately /tagot the ‘girl, for himself, and one night unable 
to suppress his desire, he waited outside the doorway for the 


girl to come back. He hid himself in the shadows of the 


balding, (oattentiy walting,) holding a gun in his hand, 
Ai Seip ods hen. 
ieibedbomaew-anpchl ala guomtecnn: se iesibae Late that evening 


AS 
the young girl came home alone. She was opening the door wher 
she caught a fleeting glimpse of a dark shadow behind her, 


pen 
erie around aaron: she saw th young admirer. He caught | 


of hla _ ara K 

her eats. 

"You must come with me," he said, "with me alone. I 
cannot go on without you." ‘The girl was frightened, but she 
managed to say, "I should like to go with you, but I cannot 
leave the woman who takes st of mes If you want me, you 


must go to her and Bere elev cee That is the only way." 
Taking the gun out @eem his pocket, the man forced hin- 
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self into the house. He realized that the manager of the 
girl would never consent to ong the young girl to him. 

Frightened, dazed, Yeeegrtt watched the man take all her 
clothes and jewels away. So sudden had the man pulled the gun 
on her that she became terrified, and while the man robbed her 

x Cwr'tH / 
of all her belongings, she stood there Am numb,terror, her 
ALD nee We dear: 

Wes thus eras f found het the next morning, sobbing 
loudly, her clothes PAL ai sarrengea. Her eyes ela 0 dead 
and hollow look. Still terrified by what happened the night 
before, she told her story. 

From that day on a great change came over her. Lad trh erat iy 
Apestoert of that frightful night hed somehow lingered eee 
mind, and she was pot \able to forget it. She grew listlessa “~~ 

{all he/time 
“bie avoided men. She remained by herself @lwayé. Then,as the 
days passed by, she lost her voice, ce leit p speak anymore 
except to make noises like an animal. She paid no more atten- 
tion to her personal appearance, avoiding all makeup which 
she once used so effectively in luring men #6“ef. To all 
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appearances, she was like a ree nerriec. becaus 1é-robed her- 
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manager left her, and she, the strange woman, was left alone 


without funds or shelter for the future. Alone, forgotten, 
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wandered) 4 t oe the street, without a home, 


without any money. Fortunately, at this time, the wife of the 
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for she knew that the continuous *rrse-of water bills wes more 
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Jest then 
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broken-down house. The rent was more than she could afford, 
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She was a very slow worker, and ‘poe the time that she 
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what she Son ae to say. 

On rainy days when it was too difficult for her to stand 
the tedious work of getting water from the drinking fountain 
in the park, she came to the store fof water. The icine: wite 
always gave eee ah her, for she did not come often. 
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When we moved into the ep. with my uncle, the Strange 
woman was there, sitting near the table, picking héw shrimps. 


Soon we hed to tell her to work at home, for the children were 


T meanf hah pros 
afraid of nex. “ier everyaey Oe were delivered to her 


wars) 1h hen work } 
home, and she brought them back when she{finished - Unce 


Shop . 
in awhile she came to the Obes to get nee aa mother always 


ave it to her. 
i - continu (Ke thes.) : Gu tth wher, 
fe onebhas. Then the 014 woman/she was 
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pipe: ‘oa died, and, fhe, th was left alone. 
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7 Sa lla given a home and (Care. ‘They gen ate for 
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fe b€/ Lar 13 ae 
Pebeint into an automobile and taken there.y(#any years reone 


wha she is doing there today no one aonb None of 


her friends ever 20 to see her. rsh ESET aR is eter 
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fate odd Looking shoes elicking loudly on the wooden floor. 
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Small round holes cover his face in/profusion over 
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hardly ea enough to cover —be ‘dirty hair weeeh falls in 
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suit of a dull gray ##}¥ ee with horizontal lines of a 


“lighter s a.de running acros 
hey | 
ae temkin, "I don't know what there is for you to 


ey 
do.” Bro stending hn the store, refusing to go away. 
| “de ‘nm im) 
At this moment my mother came owt ond she sskedi "What 


‘ 


do you wish?" 
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at his strange appearance. 
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answered. 
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meat sit chicken and ate pee with his rice. Mother had to 


o Ao ve | 
remind him msny times/ or - woul oitinud to eat his rice 
y_ 
plainf 
After dinner mother asked him, "How much do you want for | 
your work?" 
He said, "Anything will be all rizht.* 
SAK 
For a moment setsker hestitated, not knowing how much to 
Bive him. Then she took out seventy-five cents and gave it 
to him. 


rereoe 
"Do you want me to come again?" he demented before leaving. 


CVeny clke 
"Come Beats ae eeeathgaaas 4? mother said to him. Be Affer Ae 


<iemt out infp the street, ead all of us broke into hearty leugh- 


ter, unable to control ourselves. 
nom that frame on to The store 
And RE ATS XY other sunday, he came, ten, regularly. And 
always he wore the same clothing, never once changing anything 
} 


on his body. : Ae i 
A TOTO OA DTT af ve oi SCO vered Was M | 
| ecided to learn more about him@@# and his life. | 


WAS esi QUOTE) yd was 
He £8 unemployed, ene only he actions to run errands for 


a few busy housewives, and odd jobs which he gota now snd then , stich a 
cleaning floors and windows fom—peerke., Although he ha@/ a 
great deal of time, he always Date diend impresSion that he kgs wad 
busy, srtlWwhenever a worker in the store ase him, "How are 
you getting along?” he always pot. "l am so busy at the 
cannery that I have no time to anything else." 
Once,in @ jestime ood, a Wirkveh adved him, "Why do you 
not buy another pair of shoesé *ours are so old and worn out." 
"Sondaay, when i have time, I ed g0 up town and buy 


myself a pair,” he said. 
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. uretly ak Way's 
All ef the workers in the store weatd laugh - 


for they knew that he had no money to buy shoes. : 
all used fo pexe fan at Aim a mee we sarrt, 
We SRkeStin.~t-hiasowttenshy~seying, “Lou know »oua are 
ibe fhe Caoven< ‘ 
still a young man." ) enile@ tres his whole face ua ine wt tA 


a Atpn., 
oa) f Bact now fo_) we 
Aa&he story of his life. Ya/as strange es the man himself. 
ep found out from a reliable source that his life 
Air's one and passion was) (ge stag wens thee) : 
khe-hee-@ strong dgatrerto—tecons a king, bA de size Wea | 
yal a . 
wongetowhin that lt became on hewebkme obsessionfim his wha he 


Was A Tha 
e came over to America to study, he hecsame 


KE Janse. 
interested in world politics, and be decided to prominent ; | 


“ae 


Wordal ard thaf evenetAing he Aid was wifA feis € : 
in tre affairs odmbheworkd ands i OIE ys PEW. Ota OL 
in view. Wwe’ 
toussd~thirscmid. But his greatest desire + to become a 


king, 2d Even when China became a republic, he did not give 


up this fantastic idea. Gradually his whole mind suffered 
AS epan ) 

wenn he sr¢€aliize@ how futile and hopeless it was for him to 
reach his goal. S»fiseringe-a ereat shoekt His 


S $2 gneaf (hal 
of not being able to be a king, che became Slightly deranged pra 


lisappointment 


in bie—mented—-etttorte. Slowly, but steadily, his whole per- 
ali t 


soncchanged until today he is one of the strangest men in 


~ One of the strangest habits of S$5715 tha @ eats #6 
Onk (ane ulenl, 
rice at home, thate-fs, heveats-dt irgegularkyy since,.ndedbe s: 


st 
Aish tf nocdles. He cover Ax 
eeevis favorite : Tee in & very strange 


Tht 1S bh ont Ae Aoes _ Fias# Ae faxes 
manner. ‘Mvemdhbrs beth) ogee d0ee.iuprepating his mes] is= 


pestsze three large bowlfuls of rice and wash them clean. 


jhen 
he takes out two cups ofloil Whiereame an a 
do whick Aas been added 


After-theat 1s finished, 
TAs 
sourbhntc the rice arge pleces of finely chopped 


. 
— 
Gy 


ham. Out of this strange combination, he manages to cook the 
"Re wise : 
meal Bon onan H e eats mis dtl) in gvery peculiar manner. 


COSt, Then 
_ doce patton a large tin pan, end holding .two chopsticks 


e ar ete. fs 
in his hand, he his meal. He always follows the 
dish of rice with a cun of strong tea in which ererred 2 


has been me /te (thers. 
piece of brown eae cau aanenatods dish of rice, and another 
7 


cup of sweet tea, OK. 


Ae 
When the man is calm, he is like cece 
AGA be fo 
peaceful. Bat oh he is apne hs then it is @ ee 
he Moab 


/ : moments of ange 
EE ots fost bd Cn fitrriacxery 
i ; gentle, yep: person that he looks like, he Beoee 


Instead of 


~ 


is becomes a LE i> (A & Cou mel oe) 

a acpanrt fro 

2 Fhe most peculiar Fes net about him, awedditdonwo his 
a 


odd looking shoes, ig his comepe@nt habit of carrying old 
cans in his coat-pockets. These cans are wrapped in thick 
layers of old newspaper 


| and are never shown to ss fo Ge 
- 3 [Aad Ke COunA ZE ty) 
1 seve/ Often b cia what et in the cans nee, 1 asi 


J 


y ong te ote 
“rthin Tella cis Ee) Why do you Soy the, ‘cans around?" Wy | 
a ynase RO Ans Bea acces es Was given ay CK Pte NA oe Hs 
@ i Bul he ” —e@b0ub..t he ee. ay bert 


Le Pao EOS Aerie ceppoctae [n we 


eer song h ard it from 


AmslAer roa 
i r) Age ord- | 


IAT eo eae was Rumonre was_) (The) (where he fy ‘veo J | 
ing to (tye afraid of fire in/ ep house, iH 
j ow Aha. ae A high! aad 
[hess hen tne many erbs whichs W 
ke Felt was 
great care ema Che only safe way to protect them, Oo carry 
all the Ame 
them with h . Whether he eats vende herbs or not 


is, AaweVt”) A has never 
no one knows. ‘his story # een a Skewes The 
C2 


_[meven Aas spoKen ab ant He PRA 
man hinsel f (maga See eapbhine=8h0b4 / 
collecks Ren tees Atma $ a aae (Y 

l know, however, that he ltmaacebbectormmef=beradrtn 1 


age’ ye 
cele a y 
ry eA el a 


PES 
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be goes, 
4 Pah ae mele 
ae . . = i: 4 


ze : 


gught [these 
pictures offgirls. Many times hé Heca Rietnrat Didvinebo ras 
é 
tobne store, and 1 would ask hin, paves of th é,girls do you « 


en 
like best?" 4rd he would scrutinize oe picture carefully, and, 
fraally, choose fhaf 

hope thteauc-—thet-ts the youngest and prettiest.  Am@em 


Bx SS 


one 


: WOH Geedsnen—-seye her. that. hécis not. pretty, lodk at thismone;” 
any peinting..to.the”ugbiest»-one t._couhdofind. «halle On fi6 Are ANG 


Bf om Soo -hime€or no reegon at alloexcept for e ment pittch, 

ma an $f 

Ae rhe 9 { le eeeiwexse talk bee DO OAs, an ime battleships faof 
Y (’. ( eat ! he Al scournses ) 

| . "gre due in San Francisco Bay at any time. Sometimes/for hours 


ae ‘al Hers, however, \ 
g Bwrawrvers, eve. 
| at 2 time, he~wauabdueedel about world affairs, aon that are 


at least ten years old. All of us like to listen to him tex, 
utters 

bees sé ,despite the nonsense he Sai ete6 , there is a peculiar 
CNVERIA | 
: fascination in his weird f¢eeees. itn order to encourage him, ‘ 
our Gigs 13 excellent | 
we often ik teats us Some more, {@semtreddie 
then, we t [ingly ke 
And S& Wweetd 
. 
| 


Ontinue’ am with his endless stream offnonsense. 
People often 
the bay very osu You must prepare yourself to meet them." 
: io TAC” } 
or pt hon few days and night, he locks himself in 
his ves busily drewing pictures of battleships, writing end- 


"/ ‘$ pap wit? 
f\ war om other nation. Mir hu xoane tins 


. Tea “ 
these drawings and plans ; 
i Pay and night he la ra On,Anevéer stopping, never taking time 


and we ase lin, “Can 


out to aoe When he finished, peambomeniwa hisisaitiae 
saat Mbsig yoo have drawn and written?" oat he always 


give pike Same Qnswer, "After 1 have shown my work to the gavenn ment 
OPPCCIia (s The 
per lins shall let you see them." But never has he shown 


them to anyone. 
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4 oon 


te! fc a ee vir, , 


there, he says, "Well, I can show them the next time they 


come." 


| where Ae) 
‘He lives in an old house ,- Adoes not have to psy any . 
) ets LV 5 Narn, free 
rent. He helps his landlord cldéan the house, sande 4 
17 Vig sees men f [fer fus WJ 1K rts) As i one Ae Me 


Putin Sex. f pee Of Chew e . | a 
weraks at (nnegulan_ at [aad ) 
bat all over the town,Asometimes ma k fee 


aS much as two dollars a day. ) derwhSt.a-enexgee tbe=wOrkedy 


bateamoeyeeshoth, “he has a father who lives over in the city, 

. Tam told (rat (wants _/ 

him. fas ister beets (in tO mamas Come 
lalso ) 


Hefhas a 


but he never goes to see 


and live with him, but t#e man does not want to. 


wife in China Wherekbe.etdll.Oderve. 
(a_ QNe  2fCAS* val ) 


"Why don't you go back to China?" I ssid to him @xee. 
bal ana ansrened) 


and he shook his heady sesbEs, "No, # do not wish to go back." 
eae 
He would cette ore reasons for not wishing to return to 


ma ipa Aes) 


“A lives alone. 


his homeland. He does not buy any new 


clothes} Ae does not hsve to pay rent. The occasionalty 


money he earns is enough to keep him alive. Pe sles 


ae oat bu lanty, aF comes to the 
a n@,last year or so, - oning da 
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ra 


talking 


Al's 


alternate Suns 7 shell 
Ser A abet irsawiestod Lokeoh C$) Reith con ae 


ae / (ACES Sar aa 


a position as a king in my court." 
in tHet peculiar dialect, “Yes, that will be fine. 


, ; us wait until the time comes 
in] 


About Tats ene desine o 
to become a king. 


“eee in hts slow, me fhodical wey) Lanse 
\ ed wo behind him work,Al remember what someone/sald 


to him once, "When 1 go back to China, 1 shall give you 


But let 


befene we - 
discuss it." 


has MOVER 
: ED icra |§ 


f wearing the same clothes, tiple Ae fas been 
Ais 


ZY remember his answer. A 


bb Sey 


rc ar ref a eA 


new material 


Dishing — 
The Man who - Work 


( sieng ~/ & 
hie never works unless it is absolutely necessary, #or—hin 
Lae 


» neaeeeee es 


+o-de—so.( For the last four years ne averages about five months 
Cjast) 
of=werk per year, and what he earns during this time isenough 


for him to live onf \tanergtent he year 
He is a short man with a dark brown face, almost like that 
of poGa<iean: very long black heirs Ssae1 eyes which seem to 
twinkle all the time. Although he is thirty years o1d and 
looks it, there are times when he gives the impression of yet 


youthfulness. He is not <eiyhe Popo sed his features are 


OS tent ee 
scrawny ae irregular, “Se Gat Hoof ca af tr Om, and yet 
there is ee certain cone thine at gives he Fray of geet 
“les 
yoaty Perhaps it is that peculiar grin on his face that makes 
him look young. 4He ace strange habit of grinning to himself 


ch 
when he is alone, ee ean for no one has ever 


found out. 

He wears onty the cheapest clothes tit he can buy, eHoos- 
ing dull dark shades such as emia black, ane muddy brown 
colors. fc) His clothes are of such Meee i ae eavlerial 


and FIP) in suonfoaa Yass hs 


atjhis wkete person is inconspicuous, 
PS Ty ce ae, aS 
despite the fact that his clothesfare extremely conspicuous,f#6¥ 
Wherrotiness. We walks with the upper part of his body lean- 


ing forward, his legs wide apart. He HEGEYS wears heavy army — 


shoes, and heavy wool led 
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hag Th 1558 g 
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nae 


ee este but just continues to erin Mi. 


The first impression one gets when meeting him is that 
tueit or ever J Se ‘soon-to-be ae ee 


he dy — 
(sem A= 
: é zen ver a Te, mum atisg a great 
itKEer at Peay 
deal to Vapek or else Fat mouth is fe a as if he 
rrsns b/' Yer 


were belieiae to himself. when one gets better acquainted 


J 
with him, one WWW discover that he is well educated, ain Acne 


ht 
Wie can write and read the Chinese language better than Méitly = ~~ 


Awe When ae gets serious, which is very rare, 


other people. 
Ss on) 


his Sea oe a ee 
Fags Can defini Pele 
oie diseointed as ; worthless. 4 beneath BAGS 
‘Xs 
seemingly stupid exterior, there7¥6 on understanding of life 
and its problems. It is only during these moments of serious- 


ness that he is like a real person. he is Ahen Like) begaason’ | 
ee ws 5 hae a 


suddenly transformed, like one who had lost nd 


SLC COVE fet/ 

suddenly a pel it. After he has talked #/ his Ront gue , he 
{A 
Piece aa that peculiar grin will gait 
ihe becomes ele, ‘We | 

face once more. quiet, Mikel timid/youngster who 
is afraid of strangers. 

In rare moments when he becomes serious-we always encour- 
age him to go on, more because of /surprise than is annie 
an 7 
interest. Horeons.who~knows him-only as~arstapid person, it 
comes=as~a surprise tombistentowhim talk-with authortty~end 
conftrasneee™ 


r MEI radar Ce 
politics, mportant matters ame ane 


sia oo 


ir 


ae OS 


=p 
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of Awe Sue mY 
Avy ha om Ae « 
6 ia | 7. 
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WO Reed fe weasel fe ee: 
ve ca bled, those este thomenuts phew he halen lee Ny 
especta ll when Ne get, as ee aa igs 7, oR 

Scine Aremorcus foue Vas ony missed af CPULT 
av.e.ehuckle y.times.when.thinking back of these 


of. et ll a E ‘e-havit-of- doing 
LR fp? Ae aees fe 
Another/strange thing’ s faaic die pase hands 


$s he's — Soin € 
in his pocket’and rattleg7money whenewer he in..possession- 


pa Pi 

~ehebG, Lven when Méecyg aoa poy in the street he ny continue ae) 
ee aire Outs laren g _ Bli9 (7' KC 

weth this. /But=—the most peculiar thing about iat is his hete’ 

for work. iShares past few years he has-eequbred thestrange 


hebbt=of seeking employment only when he is in setual need of 


S Som a 
money. as 4 patel chenks amount Saved up, he will quit 
Ln€ 
his job ana Bet another one/when the won Ea out. 


His daily ic emir is less than twenty-five cents a 


le 
day. hearths room- rent ai three dollarsi:a month, gas -and 


light included. When he is not working, he wanders around the 
peat SOAS A 
town, spending thecmajority of his leisure moments Ancéhe on + 
Aad tha Re 
pepe bench in the park. 


He eats only one meal 2 day Sngitiog of steaming black 
coffee, and ten Oe ae Whatever else he eats is 
avaliable eniy when friends ask him to stay for dinner. Many 
times he goes to his friends' houses, and ne times it just at 
the right moment, when they are having dinner. In this way he 


Comes -e 
nhs many free meals. People know that he reaches their house. 


at dinner time, just for a free mesl and not because Ka 


social visit, but they let him stay because he is amusing to 


et - sea gai 
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ed este PD 
watch. pasa fv dv out poy 
Cften He come ¢ store at the moment when we are 


having dinner. We always hoes to stay for the evening 
However) _ a ezHe_ 
meal, and he always is oa base miei he cSme every evening 
WH 
for ome é¢ntire week err eee o_mamber of the family said, 
"He comes around just at dinner time to get a free meal. He 
never helps with the #### dishes, and besides, he is a nuisance." 
Unfortunately, he overheard what was said. Since then 
he never comes sround at dinner time. And he never eats any- 
more at our house. 
Lutat 
There sre times when he almost starved to death because of 
lack of money to buy food. Mother Slways asked him to come 
for the ee eae pee he remembered thet remark which had 
ConRg<9 tent 
hurt himy ee pretest, o come. Ber je is exceedingly stubborn 
when he wants to be. | 
There is one thing about him that always amazes me. He 
drinks A great Se eee tea, about a gallon a day. The first y 
gne'ls I 
thing he does when he goes to anybody+s house is to ask for a | 
cup of tea. After the first cup is consumed, he goes to the , , 
Oa wrt Ty, ) | | 


1 ‘mn selk- te ae a - te fir dh vat bse, 
teapot /and Re os his congeant drink Wr so : 
etl rl | 

Once I said to him | "Moo much tea is 


not good for you. It may kill you someday." He answered 


quickly, "Tea is as cae to a 3 ap as water is to an | 

Batt i 
American, Without 1 ff Obtnese eannot-survive." The tea he | 
Aas a) rien | 


eee ee iii Van ty neue cen te, & 


light-colored tea at all. 
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His life seems very monotonous to us who watch him day 
by day. He has no close relatives in the fy region. He has 
no place to go to except the park bench. de does not go to 
any Shows or places of amusement. His world ts & little boom 
at the back of the house where he lives. 

When he is working, he gets up early and comes home 
about six in the evening. From six to nine he either goes to 
the cigar-stand and wateh people roll dice, or he goes to 
the house of someone he knows. By ten he is in bed. If he 
is not working, he gets up about noontime, goes to a cheap 
restaurant for his daily cup of coffee, then directly ret the 

e2 es 
bench in the park whrewe he sits until the sun sets. henthank 
to home to bed. 

He does not speak to anyone unless someone speaks to him 


one tmnren sel 
first. pay 2 he will sit in 9 chair and stare at TELLING: 


aszKk inter Kus 
ati koa fwhile he is Staring AttdGtnsea, ate 


break we Chink (3S So _ 
face will vans into that peculiar grin that Ag@famusing to 
et bt ts 
watch, at the same time frightening, just like the smile 


of an insane man. 
Sometimes when he is unemployed he will come into the store 


about four or. five times a day. He comes so often that he is 
Lagi a EAE 
an ance because it is tthe he ss hese mang pots of tea 


because TRAE 
Ah aha ana great quantity Of ithe ANMAKS . 


1 remember once when he sat in the parlor grinning to 


himself and I said to him, "Why don't you get a permanent job?" 
pear ieg 
He psetd, "A person should not work when he has enough to “ee 


A? mself 
\sopee Reston work only when he needs money. Just as soon 


Lege L ; 
as 1j/speng all my money, 1 shall go out and find a job." 


ny ted - eS tae ot kak! poet 
abet melee: baw thon es ‘ason ed am 
fc3eg cendte al enti ot glo nore!) sanlaers nee : 
eo eas aoe 2808 ‘oh ko “vepib Lies. ‘elgnod ore, bas paade!re3 
eee se TE wed REL Oe ame Me 7 eRwosia ed enciemee “xe eaxod 
ts Le Bod eu0y Bil oom Sgode: oh cies ad. ankacin goa a 
bets nod seottan Yo. one ie ald tot: vogibetees 


) ond ae. ae 
it: ack Wet. geet Me PeRans:: 
Sond eee, 22 ee ine any ti Byiry otic. Veeein ings eat al dened 
| Ree Ob re rad sbed 08 “ned 


78 


‘ 
ah 


edad Gd a88 ate “poche se eitn’ eaeitise of saga fon, aeoe eB ne 


tt oe 'e oy ae Sy el, i  ptern ’ : d 
5 ey Adie EO RCE fe ovata hoe tiode fe at tte ithe vit eat ae Ke yy 
. ita | mata Pe i ah sib hace 

ae aise alas an 2% puede k aa eLkie) ak 


a feet yi 


we i % BE wt oe y atts: Te ThsekG Yada eax 
plim bid OMLE dn atest te ante ae 


erete eit otal ones ee ot potolanian off et. aesn Baie 
wet 16 dtoq cies ‘send ba denawebon, a} a woe oe ; 
ren, ins He a F at $e ‘yprtnsen teers. . ening 


gi er te iy bite oe eames ou” aed @ eomts be eee 


Z 


oF jantnsit ky co faeg on ay fas ‘ed none cruel 


MO ej vn 
‘ 


ee ae 


"But do you not find this off.and-on method of employment 
very insecure. Suppose you are not able to get a job, then 
what would you do?" as 

When he heard that, the peculiar grin came into his 
face. 


"I always get something ide ats he answered. And the 


oJ 
strange things is that a always Afinds csr to d0« as 
eergonei0f his ns ol Be acne poor SH Ug: @ gets ‘ee the 
CL Ps 


jobs that other Siscte because he is willing to work for any 
price. 

He has slaved far long tedious hours behind a steaming 
Sink for twenty dollars & month, working from nine to two 
in the early dawn. He has got#e as much as forty dollars a 
month working as a full time house worker. Forty dollars is 
enough to last him for three or four months. 


(as A petinted « pos ee 
He buys no new clothes,/eats no more than twenty-five 


\ 


cents a day, and spends no money whatsoever on Analy igi aee 
i ead 
gambling. ven when he has enough money to last him(for a 


month, he will quit his job. s£@ en he goes to work again when 
he needs money. Despite his peculiar way of working, he sends 
money back to his wife and two children in China. They do not 
COWIE, — 

depend on him for regular support, Zsince > he sends money back 
only when he has some to spare. He often talks about his wife 
in China. “My wife is a beautiful woman," he said when he 
feels like talking, "and my two daughters are fine children." 
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Whenever he talks about his Aas che always Grane fun 
for 
@£ him, and thereby re a strange stsry. 
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When he came over to America to work, he missed his wife 
ES aretabie are moments, he thought of her constantly. 
He did not isa rt net he would miss her so much. So intensely 
did he think of her, that he saw her in ya) nah nah and Whenever 


(ar Ke Street 
he saw anyone that resembled her he would stare at her for 


Pilg: Those Aa S$ Pt ¢Re WaS oe vle Fe 


And then something happened that changed his entive person. ‘| 


a long time. 


One night he bought a ticket for a performance of a famous 
en bern atl fheabry 
Chinese play which was Ocwex performed pm the stewe. The lead- 


ing lady in the play resemeled her wife so much that he 
first 


madly in love with her. Hach night when he sat in the) few 
rows of seats, he hungrily devoured her with his eyes. So positive- 
ly did he believe that the stese actress was his wife that he 


CG orf é ry) Meet E oe 
told his friends pHa white wad<Wietstagereoetréedg. Of course 


{3 
no one believed him, bert he aba id Samra in his conviction | 


then he tried all/ways to meet hery and finally he succeeded. 
One look at him and the actress avoided him from then on. At 


f vas p ie / 
first the=mean Shocked. His own wife did not recognize him, 


It was ineredible< 
z t an to act strangely. A Shienge 
hen as the days went by, he began to ac strange y G 


5 
Silence, his eyes far away, /thinking of something. He paid less 


| 

i 

quietness seemed to come over hi , and he /epen# long hours in : 
- 

and less attention to his work. 

#inally some friends said to him, "Why not go back to China | 


t 
to see your own wife’ That will convinee you that thé actress 


is not your real wife." 
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But he had no money of his own. Finally a group of 
friends collected enough to send him back. They said to hin, 


"You can pay us back anytime that you are able to do so." 
A 


t ee 

He went back and saw his wife. He cemew then that Ae Acs 

Seeee actress was not his real wife. He stayed two years in 
ot 

China, and during th¥ time, two children were born to hin, 
both girls. yy, 

He could not aa: in China, agdctihen 

fe he tee 
borrowsHa some money from the friends back there, me came back 


_ pidéy to America. 


When he came back over, his friends discovered that he 
Lg? 


Was greatly changed. Even though he was/convinced that the 


steme actress was not his wife, he spoke of her often, grinning 


\ 
to himself: atl the firme J. pe AW 
lore i! lh We 
Ken he began to aay sf rempbeymare for awhile, 
La A areror he ss patna (A ceibirmsae 4 
then quitting/for a while. @ Ni Gere: iS “S.C Red].. 


aa aa fg a back att) : netucin- 
the Fee oaned to him. ‘Asda Since age he has been working 


faza4nh) agro © lopek, Any) anempleyed. 
in this/manner, ~ediinenddneisrmemenyuyerrs . finite | 


Whenever anyone mentions the stage actress to him, he 


grins like a child. 
He yoy, d icp semen 
Sonat eS as not bee im for a long period of time, 


ama sometimes I see him every day. 


is no longer funny or rio nae to me. | 
| kane changed ork rr wt firk him anit 
Y mitdly amusing ew. 5B have to see to it that there is | 


enough tea in the house to keep him properly nourished. If 


he does not have enough to eat, the least 4 can do is to see 


that he has enough to drink. 
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Las ebro were feline, _ fone The air was crisp and 


aes a 
| “for? pine gs cued tor honey, “@ hone whton he lett two years ago. 
leary per Ste he r eturned every year on this certain day. And 

| re prepared ¥e start his ‘second journey. home. — 

He came out into, the open air. He noticed the freshness of 
He: saw the green erase and the golden-yellow poppies. 


+ , cen re 


he dat ‘time ei saw ‘bent’ was exagti a year ABD when he went 


He: walked ‘softly over fiche prown roads. "How good it is. to. 


Saini k on good solid earth, " he auttered to himself. He stooved 


wn end touched a buttereus lightly. He plucked the green grass 
bs noticed how wet and dows they were. fears oh to wail in 
nie veyes when he: thought. ‘pack two years ago on that fatal night 
a pen he was. pilied, 


It was not his faalt een It wasn't anyonesfault. It 


sae happened 80 suddenly. 
{nad aren 3 
On that morning he was awakened by his mother early in the 


ee It was irigay, the last day of the semester. And Tommy 
was wondering if he. could paauaes or not. He had not been to 


school for ‘alaost two. weeks. He was suffering from venereal disease 
fur 
“which he contracted a ral ago me a pleasure house. “is face was 


im and Ploeg iis neck was Aunty of sears and -pimply-1ike boils. 


ol . 
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public places. Thus, he stayed hone day after day because of 


"result Of.:3: few sae ne did not anderstand why he ., 


J one who suffered. pnxe and hichard were with him that 


‘Seen 
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night. They did not suffer. Of course, they went to those places 
regnlarly. And Tommy had been there only onee. Because of that 
onetime he was suffering. 

Toumy was. eighteen then. He was young and he aad a pfigare 
lithe and tet. we knew that he had more than his share of good 
looks. He noticed the silent admiration in the gyes of the girls 
whenever he dressed up or went swimming in his short trunks. But 
he had never paid any attention to them at all. x6 loved sports 
and he-kovee the thrill of clean snd glorious health. 

Unlike other boys 6f his age, he did not Tol oat till late at 
night. Rather he would like to stay home and hear his sister play 
oa the piano. One time when liartha Piayon and sang Shubert's 
Serenade, he cried because it was so beautiful and haunting. Like 
a poem, so beautiful. He was surprised at his own sentimentality. 


What would @ary and Richard say if they knew abont this’ 


Ribs ; 
Cary and »iek were his two best friends. Both were young 


and enthusiastic. They were attracted to Tommy because of his 


youthfulness and magnetism. They were pals all three of them. 


At the beginning of their friendship, tommy was not included in 


what the two other youths did. Then as time went on, they included 


Tommy in everything they did. 
One night when Tommy came home from school, Cary said to 

him, "Listen, Tom boy, come with us tonight. You'll be all right. 

You won't get hurt. Come on." Now Tommy had never thought much — 

about girls. He dig dance with some friends. That was on the 

night of the party given by the school. He talked with girls 

at sxhool, but he had never Bou var 


He stayed with his books and his sports. 


or the companionship from girls. 
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Now when Cary said that to him he did not know how to answer. 

He had heard about people who had contracted disease from those 
joints. And he was afraid. Yet in his heart he was ytélding to 
the temptation. *or after all he was boy. Rather he was a man 
now. During the evening he was thinking and worrying. He had 
no experience in such things and he was half afraid and half de- 
Ssiring. 

SO when Dick and Cary came to call, hia at eight in the eve- 
hing they found him trembling with fear and yet ready to go. 

"Does your mother know where you are going?" 

"I told her I sm going to show with you boys." 

"Got any money?" 

"Yes." 

The three younz moos went slowly down the streets and then 
turned into a dark alley. "Just act natural," Tommy heard Gary 
say to him. 

dactabeey ‘caw the girls there, he felt sick. All his desire 
of-tast melted away then. He saw, however, that Cary and Dick 
were having a good time singing and smoking. He wanted to get ont 
but he did not dare for fear that the other two would laugh at him 
for being afraid. SO he stayed and tried to act as though he had 
been through such things often. 7 

When he was alone with the girl he was not bashful. ‘Jhey 
talked awhile and then the girl gave hima lingering kiss. For 
a moment tommy forgot where he was. All he wanted to do was to 
grab the girl sand Hew her close to him. He was intoxicated with 
the besuty and allure of the girl. ‘then the girl kissed him again. 


And Tommy understand then and there wnat a kiss really was. 


(4) 


When he came down and rrejoined his companions he was hot 
and warm. ‘he cold air outside cooled him a little. And he felt 
better. 

Cary said to him, "dow was it?? 

Tommy lied and said, "Oh, it was all right." But in his 
heard he was sick. He did not know how he ever went through with 
it. But the eyes, the soft hands, the warmth of the body and then 
he was conquered. It was sinful and vulgsr, this sort of thing, 
he kept thinking. 

Theat night he could not sleeps He still msazgined that the 
girl was with him. And ‘the thought kept him awake. Yet he was 
not sorry that heradaee Pe quetative fun. ‘then he remembered 
how his father and mother looked down upon such affairs and he was 
worried. "What if they should find out?" He could not sleep. 

Thus worrying and thinking he drowsed awsy. ‘The next 
morning he woke Bh tired and listless. He never felt like that in 
the morning. ‘Then he remembered. Yes, last night. ‘The girl in 
the room. 

He washed himself and came down to breakfast. 

His father and sister had finished. Only his mother was 
at the table. "Did you enjoy the show lsst night?" 

"Yes, it was fine.” 

His voice sounded so strange that Tommy thought that per- 
haps his mother had noticed. But Mrs. Allan went on with her 
breakfast and Tommy wos,eased. He did not feel like talking at 
all. He was tired. ie wanted to rest. 

He heard hés sister playing "Lover, Come Back to ile." He 


felt sick and he went up to his room and threw himself on the bed. 
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Out in the streets many little boys were playing. From Whe capecew 


Tommy stared at them. ‘They were so innocent and wholesome. Not 

SO long ago, he, too, was one of them. He too used to play in tw 
Streets. He remembered olaying Hide and Seek and Cops and Robbers. 
He remembered picking up a dime on the Sidewalk and keeping it 
himself. He. Ghought he was wicked because Me aa nee. 

He heard the strains of sweet music coming from downstairs, 
so quiet and holy. And the angelic voice of Martha. #or a moment 
he saw the flowers, the birds, and the trees. ‘The music stopped 
and the picture of the girl, the dark night, his two companions gee ge 
came into his mind. 

then he cried, really cried for the first time in many, many 
years. iis mother used to say to her friends, "Tommy is such a 
nice boy. He does not bum around like other boys. He studies and 
he is-oh, I just love him." 

And Phil, the little ten-year old boy from next door was one 
of his pals. Jommy remembered what Phil used to say to him, "Gee, 
when I grow big I am going to be just like you and do everything 
you do.” And he remembered how he kissed the little boy because 
he liked him so much. 

the door to his room was being opened and he heard his mother's 
footsteps on the linoleum floor. "Tommy, is there something the 
matter? You look so pale and worn ont." 

"Nothing, mother, I'm just a little tired. I' 11 be all right 
soon." 

All afternoon he stayed in his room. He had no desire to 20 
out into the sunshine. He had no desire even to eat his afternoon 


meals. Se had no desire to do anything. 
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That day he did not feel very well. He was sick. And he 
felt itchy all over. First he had a feeling that he wanteto 
seratch all over his body. But he did not seem to locate the 
itch. He was miserable all over. 

The next day he had red scars on his legs and neck. ‘hen 
he had boil-like lumps on the back of his neck. He got afraid. 

Had he contracted some terrible disease? He must have. Otherwise 
how could he explain the sudden appearances of the red lumps all 
over him? Now he was afraid, Aa his mother and father would find 

it out sooner or later. What would they say to him? "Oh, if + 
only had sense not to go there. Why did I?" he kept mutter- 
ing to himself. "I was just a fool." 

That day his mother said to him, “Why, Tommy what is the 
matter? What naps ente Are you sick?" 

"Oh, it's nothing. Just some pimples, I guess.” 

"Pimples, It's rather sudden for pimples." She stared at 
him. "Wait, I1'11 go and get the ointment. It'll do you good. 
Deeteesiwe patter icall the decter.” 

Tommy answered hastily then, "It really is not necessary. 
I'll go and see him tomorrow. It's not bad." His mother must not 
find out. ; < 

His mother brought the ointment and he put it on his neck. 
It did not seem to do any good. "I hope it will not develop into 
a serious case. Where would I get the money to pay the doctor’ 
And this kind of disease costs a lot of money.” 

That week he did not go to school. His mother and father 


‘had found out in the meantime what was the matter with Lommy. 


At first Mrs. Allan could not believe it. Not her .ommy, anyway. 
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(7) 
Now Tommy had a heavy feeling in his heart. He would not 
do anything to hurt his mother. For he really was devoted to her. 


Le 
And his father had Dead a decent and wholesome life. If there 


should be any scandal, he was to be blamed. Just himself. 


GarUN 


Cary and Dick had not seen their little friend for many 
days. And they wondered what had happened to him. On the third 
day of his illness, the two friends came to see Tommy. But wnat 
they rang the bell, Mrs. Allan did not let them enter. 

"So you're Cary and Dick. I know all about you and your 
kind. If you must have pleasure you can have it. But why did 
you have to lead Tommy into it? Look what you had done to him. 
Perhaps your ruined him for the rest of his life. He's very very 
sick. If anything should happen to him I'll-I"ll-oh, get out of 
here, get outs" 

Upstairs in his room Tommy was looking out. de heard his 
mothersanery and loud voice. He saw Cary and Dick leaving rather 
sadly. Yet he did not blame those two for what happened to him. A 


It was partly his own fault. He, too, was to be blamed. 


And he was sad that all this trouble was brought about because 


of a little pleasure. What would Martha think of him now? ilartha 


was such a sweet and delicate little darling, just like a doll. | | 

Her singing brought tears to,eyes of Tommy many, many times. | 
Now Tommy looked in the mirrow and he noticed how thin and 

weak he had grown te—be Since that night. He had not been eating 

well and he had not been sleeping well. ‘Zhe school sent a man to | 

find out what was the matter with him and he told thea, Mm just 

Sick, I'll be well soon." 


"Weil, son, you better get well soon or you will not be able | 


to graduate. This is the last week of school and it is very impor- 
tant that everyone should be at school.” 

tommy had heard about students who cut school the last few 
days and how they were deprived of their diploma. But he knew too 
of a boy who was sick during the last week of school sand how he 
got his diploma because he was suffering from a chronic disease. 
And tommy thought that perhaps he ghSaia get his diplomas because 
he was not cutting school intentionally. 

So this Friday morning, the last day of enester, his nother 
woke him up. He had an appointment with the doctor at ten o'clock. 
lommy woke up tired. He phad a Slespless night. The doctor told 
him the day before thathe should have come and seenhim sooner. 

And the doctor told him too that if he had come later than 

aare Ween lasen ob le 
he did ifmight be so serious that he would not have time to get 
completely well. So this morning Tommy woke up from a night of 
long restlessness. He worried about himself: he worried about 
his graduation; he worried about his mother snd father. He moeeies 
about everything. 

When Tommy first went to see the doctor, he was very bashful 
and shy. He did not know how to begin and explain Piaysacee He 
trembled while Sitting in the doctor's office. Dr. Mills was a 
specialist who took care of such cases. iifen the doctor called 
him in, Tommy did not know what to say. But the doctor understood 
and did not try to embarrass him. 

"You phevvaene very careful of yourself from now on. this 
kind of casey a very dangerous. In the more serious stages sreay_ 


complication arises. Then sometimes it is too late to do anything 


that would be able—to-—be of any good." 
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Now when Tommy heard this he was afraid. Perhaps he might 
even die from it. 

Out in the bright sanlight he was very sensitive. He thought 
that everyone was staring at him. At his face end his neck. He 
walkeR quickly onward. Suddenly there appeared before him a strangely 
familiar building. Oh yes, that was the place that he went to with 

Cary and Dick. In the afternoon it was just a house. In the night 
. was 3 rendezvous for men and Women. This place was the root of 
his trouble. The cause of nis suffering. He passed on without 
looking any more at the building. 

Poor Yomny walked dreamily on. He forgot about the people and 
automobiles which were rushing to and fro. His mind was wandering, 
Wandering. A hand pushed him, but he did not notice. He crossed 
the streets withoutiknowing that he did. Suddenly he heard someone 
orted out, “Look outs" He turned around. A dark object loomed in 
front of him. Bright stars appeared before his eyes. And then dark- 
ness. 50 he passed away, one lonely day,and the angels wept in the 
land beyond. 

So this fine Spring morning, two long years since he,died, Tommy 
was again going home for a visit. Last year when he returned, the 
house was just the Same. His mother and father were the same. But 
Martha was a little different. She Sang just as well as ever, but 
there was a sad and gloomy appearance on her face. Ske was neta oak. 
ime very well, he thought. 

tommy walked lightly and silently over the brown roads. Soon 
he wilt be home. Home. What a beautiful word it was, he thought. 
"Now I am going home." And tears dropped on the dewy grass. For 


; 2 
[ommy was making his homward journey. 
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He passed Silent as a breath. He came upon the city. ivery- 
thing was just the same as when he ,left bee dente there seemed to 
be more people than ever. 

Je saw a new theatre being erected. It was beautiful, so he 
thought. Gliding through the crowds of people he came ‘tie upon 
his very home. The flowers were in bloom. And the Littlevwas spot- 
lessly clean. ‘There were peace and quietness. But it was too guiet 
and silent. ‘he house had never been like this before. ‘There was 
no laughter and gayety in the yard. He looked out into the garden 
and he saw Phil, the little boy, now a young man. "he handsome 
ORL getting more and more good looking each day. wear little 
Philip.” 

He heard footsteps and he heard his mother's voice. ‘She came 
into the room. She was grave and solemn. she was tired, and wear tei. 
Poor mother, what was the matter with her. Tommy went forward and 
touched her gray hair lightly. wae was his mother so sad and gray. 
"T wished I could help her.” But Tommy did not know how. Where 
was ia tha She mast be home today. Tommy waited to hear her voice 
and her piano playing but liartha seemed not to ve at home. 

His father came into the room. He too was very solemn and 
gray. ‘There was great sadness Are eyes. He said, "The poor 
dear. The doctor had given all hope for her recovery. she does 
not know it. VThe doctor said not to tell her about it. ‘the shock 
would be fatal to her since she is of weak." He blinked and there 
were tears in his eyes, "First Tommy was taken away from us and 
now Martha is..." Tommy saw that his father was crying, eet 


Allan was trying to keep the tears back. 


Mrs. Allan said, "Henry, there could be a little hope, isn't 
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there? She will get well, wenndns she?" There was tremor then in 
her voice. Ana lommy heard it too. | 

Now Tommy heard all that was going on. And he knew that his 
Sister was very sick. He went upstairs antl he passed by his bedroom. 
Now it was made into a library. ‘The room was completely done over. 
the room where his sister Slept was opened.  ‘Vhrougn the doorway 
Tommy perceived a Strange sight. There on the bed was a thin sickly 
young lady. Pale and fragile as a wilted flower. He could not believe 
thaige wes his sister, Martha. In the far corner of the room there 
was a nurse. She was preparing some medicine. 

+ommy went closer and saw Martha moving back and forth as 
though in great pain. She coughed now and then and had great difficulty 
in the act. On her eyes there wear tearg: féare which were not 
causes by crying, but by the pain While coughing. ‘The nurse came 
forth, “Here, take this. It will do you good." Martha drank the 
medicine and looked relieved. Ina few Minutes the doctor came in. 

"Miss Smith." 

"Yes" 

" I want you to keep careful watch over the patient. It will 
only be a matter of hours. TI feel so sorry for her." 

Tommy heard this and he eried out, "You must save her. ‘You 
must!" But the doetor and nurse did not Seen to hear anything. 
And fommy remembered himself. io, they could not hear him. 

"Zhe poor dear, her illness had turned into w-csse-os serious 
pneumonia," 

Tommy went to the bedside. "Martha, you must get well. Mother 
and father would be so lonely if you go away." But Ifartha turned 


and tossed on her pillow. 
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Two hours Tommy stayed in Marthas room. Se saw Martha turning 
and tossing uncomfortably. Once in awhile she murmured and muttered 
Something very quietly. The doctor came to her bedside. 

"The fever is rising. Miss Smith, phone the hospital and tell 
them to send an ambulance at once. Hurry!" 

MAl1] right, doctor." 

The nurse took up the phone and dialed the number. "The line 
is busy, doctor." 

"Phone again, bat hurry." 

The nurse phoned again. “They are sending an ambulance over 
right away." 

Dr. Mills sat down beside Martha. He watched her very carefully. 
Martha was Pai ecand white as a ghost. He said, “Miss Smith, I think 
you better callW the father and mother up. I am afraid the ambulance 
would arrive too late." 

The nurse came quietly down the stairs. "ir. Allan, and you 
too, Mrs. Allan, the doctor wants both of you upstairs right away." 

wa. Allan was trembling, "What's the matter? What is ite" 

"The doctor will tell you, please come." 

Tommy heard his father and mother coming up those stairs. 
They came into the room and Tommy noticed how weary and sad they 
appeared. They must have suffered a lot. teally suffered. And 
Tommy felt sorry thes. He said to himself, "I must have cost them 
a lot of trouble by doing what I did. I will never forgive myself. 
Now llartha is going away. Poor ener and mother. How they must 
rave suffered." And he blinked his eyes. 

"Martha darling, are you all right?" irs. Allan was silently 


weeping. "Mother, I feel so weak." Martha's voice was hardly audible. 
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"I feel so tired. I feel so ti-ti." Her voice died away. 


Tommy heard his mother cried out, "Doctor, come quickly!" 
Dr. ifills said quietly, "She's gone." And iirs. Allan put 
her head on the bed and cried. ‘Tommy saw that his father was trying 
to hold his tears back, but he saw him wiping his eyes with the 
handkerchief. And Lommy cried too. 
There was silence in the room. No one erates Soon everyone 
left the room but Tommy. Martha came up and talked to him. "Tommy, 
where did you come from? I am so glad to see you." 
"You know, Martha, I did not know you when I saw you so thin 
and frail on the bed. What is the matter with you?" 
"Tommy, I've been sick for a long time. Since the day you 
went away I always felt so sick. Dr. ifills told me about a year 
ago that 1 must be very careful with myself or else I will someday 
be so very sick bhatgrecovery Will be very slight. I did not pay 
any attention to what he said. About two weeks ago I caught a terrible 
cold while out in the streets. At first I thought it wouba go away 
because I thought it was just a slight cold. But it got worse. I 
coughed and Dr. Ifills gave me sone medicine. It did some good but 
the cough was not eradicated. | 
"I-could not eat very much. I lost weight. Sometimes I had 
fevers and I felt hot snd uncomfortable. Oh, Tommy somehow I knew | 
I would not get well. Something instde of me told me that I am going 
to join you." And Martha sobbed. and cried. ‘Tommy felt the hot tears 
rolling down. 
“Martha, I feel so sorry for you. But I am glad for you now. 
For you are well st last. You do not have to suffer anymore." | 


And Martha stared at her own corpse. How strange it looked. 


203, 


And she cried again. 


Ditton! 


And Tommy said to her, "But liartha, you aust not weep no more. 
For you are well at last. You are free fron pain and suffering now. 
You have a new life ahead of you. ie could always come back and 
visit our house. And we cond be happy together." 

Phtts Saying this, Tommy notiéed that Martha smiled and he was 
eased. And he led Martha by the hand and slowly they came out of 
the room and descended the stairs. 

They saw their father and mother sitting quietly on the bench 
in the room. Mrs. Allan was silently weeping. And ur. Allan was 
very quiet. leither spoke. 

Tommy saw the piano on the far corner of the room. He thought 
about the many happy moments he enjoyed while listening to liartha 
Singing those sweet songs. "llartha, would you play just one more 
son on 

"What song, Tommy?" | 

"Something sweet." He thought awhile. "Shubert's Serenade.” 
llartha began playing and Tommy listened to the sweet song which he 

had not heard for so long. Martha began Singing in a sweet and 
| quiet voice and Tommy thought that her voice wags truly the voice 
of an angel. 

Tommy saw that his father and mother just sat in their bench 
staring out aimlessly. So quiet and silent were they, that they 
Seemed to be like stone statues. And for the first time Lommny : 
noticed who old his mother had become. The worry probably caused 
it, he thought. And his father too looked older than his forty- : 
five years of age. | 


Will they be happy again? Tommy looked and wondered. 


(15) 
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Martha sang and she sang like she never sang before. iihen 
she finished, Yommy could not say anything, so beautiful was the 
song. But he ssid, "Beautiful, Martha.” And Martha was plessed. 
Thus did the two say farewell to their home. 

Martha followed Tommy into the noisy streets. she felt 
the sunshine on her flesh and the air flying through her. And 
she said that nature was grand and glorious. 

"Tommy, isn't it grand?" And Tommy smiled. 

"Martha, I am taking you to your new home." And Tommy was 


making another journey home. Only this time llartha was with him. 


They passed the noisy streets and came out upon the country- 


gide. Martha saw the green fields over the horizon. she saw the 
grass, the poppies and the buttercups. 

The two walked silently onward toward the horizon. And 
they were alone since no one else was on the road. They walked 
onward, onward. 

The trees threw forth longydark shadows and the city lights 


glittered. ‘Tommy led artha to her new home. 


Jon Lee A ees a sketch 


~ Vakland 


Men on the Street 
gr 

This is a story about men on the street, snd let me 
say at the beginning that perhaps this is not a story at all. 
It's about a little incident that happened in front of our 
house, and because it laid such an impression of me at the 
time, I find myself unable to forget it. Now as you all know, 
Fifth Street is a very quiet street, especially on Sunday, 
but sometimes even on week days, one cannot see any people 
walking on the street. Across the street from our house 
there is a huge empty lot. There is a green trailer there 
occupied by & man and wife who hed driven in from somewhere 
two years age, and who had lived there ever since. Not far 
from this trailer a poor man lived 4n a small shack which 
he built himself four years ago. He had lived there ever 
Since. Many people and cars amd come and gone, but this 
green trailer and this little shack remained forever. On 
Harrison Street, the Alameda tube cut across Fifth Street, 
so that no automobiles can come across Harrison on Fifth 
Street. All traffic is diverted either to the street above 
aifth, or to the street below which is Fourth Street. Well, 
on Sunday, December the Fifth, 1 was in bed asleep. It was 
ten @'clock, and I always sleep on Sundsy until noon. That 
Sunday at ten thirty in the morning, I was wakened by the mut- 
tering of voices outside my window. I paid no attention to 
the noise, thinking that perhaps it would go away soon. But 
it aia not. Soon I heard the tramping of footsteps on the 


walk. Then more footsteps and more shouting until the noise 


6 ey: pas eons one a ot aoei —- 


ody te em to noleeeage!, ne gta 2 bins ‘fi vonaced tae 4a ¢ “ 
won fie a we Wom” ti tegeok oa ‘eidan tideum bait ah + nd a 


ee 


LebAME ge yllelosqes donnie tetop arer 8 Bt. toonta, Agee 
algdeg. yne. soa tonnes eno ,ayed het Be neve aonidenog’ andy 
pangs THO moxt Soon. ec? Sacred: idaorde odd Fate) aniston’ 
exec? tefiert aberg. & wl ered! stot qeawe, and 8 et. sweat “am 

* @rreditie OR mort tel nowtab bad odw etiw bus nam, @ xe setqnene 4 ) 


" M4 


tet god ,echia Tere ‘ened’ bev. t ben onw foe e350 etsy owe. ere 
doidw toads onde g ob bowl Heit, 100g 8 metletd. aids 0st a 
bus 


neve eredd ‘bev Lf bed ef .cae SEBOY t0 0% * Leamid # Lind ed 


Mae tae 
weit tod «anos. bas emi baw. Cer has’ elaoed ie ‘oonle : 
0 - overo? ben tamer doris eftoh ald bag xellerd noetg ) | 2 
sJeorde. ay vtit eeoteoe tae edns ‘ahonath ond: doorte: soniye a 
dtd Lu tke tos | em 3 egoter ping to aelidonodag oa dada on a 
ovodn tsetta edi o@ nendis fetrsv to at otters ita _ touted 


sitet efeerde ddrnot ei astaw, wofec teerts ede ied 20 ot <7 


~Ysin, sata uf bens sw. anew, I snags aaa. ot eentat ‘est an _ 
| a Wes = 
od. He }inbiede on Bleq 1 twobalw oe. obtetne ees: 3 at he 


+ fs a ent ne 
f , q 


jug 110.08 eee. og bir ow t aqedzoq" dead | 
ond fie eyetgtoot 0. antguert ‘eda bape mY 


; eG, 
a i aE Sea 
af bee oy fi 
ye bY Nias +a 4 


eaiton oat Eitan, again ‘rom bin ae. 


was so terrific that it was impossible to sleep. But still 
I lay in bed, too tired to bother to find out what the noise 
was about. The tramping and noise continued until eleven 
o'clock. ‘Then, unable to stand it anymore 1 dressed quickly 
and lifting the curtain of my window, 4 peered out. The 
street and sidewalk were swarmed full of men. ‘‘hey huddled 
together in groups, some right under my window, others across 
the street, still others in the corners. There were men 
everuhere. -ney stretched in an unbroken line up to Broad- 
way, and from Broadway down a few blocks. Well, my interest 
was aroused, and 1 got out of my room and went out into the 
street. The men were waiting for something, for they looked 
up and down as though they were expecting something. Then 
starting from somewhere the men began to fallin line. 

"All right, men, eight in a row.” 

"Fell in.” 


"Al1] right, snap into it." 


With precision the men began to fallin lbne. What was ormce2__ 


was 
a group of swarming men wow. HERG Standing in order. The 


talk fell to a sibent hush, uhtil no one was talking at all. 
It gives one a very strange feeling, 3 sense of being out of 
tine and space. The men stood there, waiting to march. But 
for thirty minutes they stood there, and still no order came 
for them to move forward. | | 

Abput twelve noon @ group of men passed out huge 
placards to the men. 5o0on they raised the signs up. 

BIB THREE THROTPLES BUSINESS. 

WE WANT PAY FOR BYRET EES NOT TIME OFF. 
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OUR CHILDREN NEED MILK TOO. 
Men, men everywhere. Mass demonstration. 
| Tramp, tramp, tramp, the men shall march. And not a 

woman anywhere. Just men, and still more men. 

SAVE DEMOCRACY ON THE WATERPRONT. 

OUR FIGHT IS YOUR FIGHT. 

DOLLAR GOT MY DADDY'S CHRITMAS DOLLAR. 

In the far corner & group was singing: Bye, bye, blues. 
Bye, bye, blues...put on your old gray bonnet... 

AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL. 

"Ready, meni Marchi" 

Tramp, tramp, tramp, they moved slowly away. Line after 
line of men, marching, marching, marching...singing...singing. 

MARITIME FEDERATION OF THE PACIFIC 35,000 members. 

Tramp, tramp, tramp, they passed by. | 

At one o'clock the last of the men passed away. The 
tramping of feet still sounded in my ears. When they passed 
down into Broadway, 1 saw them no more. The street was now 
empty. it was deserted. It was lonely. And because I 
cannot forget the men on the street, 1 remember them, and 
because + remember them, 1 have been thinking of them ever 
since. 


Tramp, tramp, tramp, the men are marching... 
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Short Story ‘ Temperature 
ae 6 Fiegion Be ed 2 Pie E Jon Lee 
are | ay Rie No. Two 
| = | 5/Hours 
It was the heat of the Sahara...fhe hotness of the equator... 


the fires of hell...the zip of red pepper...the taste of tabasco... 
the steam in s Turkish bath...ana the temperature of hot weather. 

There were faces, dead, blue, white, pale, and EES There | 
were strange persons, tall, short, frail, and weak. “There were voices | 
loud, soft, hard, and kind. There were nightmares about horses, kings, 
trees, bicycles,and everything. 

there waS a room, small and cold. ‘The wallpapers were browned 
by the age of time. On the wall there was a pisture franc without 
any picture. The slectric lights were ee oifite he, the boy, 
was turning and tossing. e , 

The white sheet in the bed...the pillow so high...the bottle | 
of cough medicine...the hot water bag...the nurse so calm...the doc- 
tor speaking...the mother softly Ones the fever rising, rising, | 

He turned snd he turned. The fever helene 

He heard the clattering otal shes: He heard his sister erying. en | 
He heard the water in the sink running. He heard the door being 
opened and being shut. He heard everything and yet he seemed not 
DORM Nido hede unythine. The ilghte blurrad. he white shaat 


faded away. ‘The room turned and whirled and he turned with it. 


The sounds were gone. ‘There was a ringing in his ears and he felt 


sil 
oe Oe 


hot. Very hot, indeed. 

f "Oh, doctor, is he all right?2? Then a face. “Oh, doctort" 
ener another face. Wery familiar too. "Is he..." Amother face. 

: The room was on fire. Fires darted here and there. ‘The walls were 


burning. Grumbling into ashes. 


And Dan was asleep in his room. He felt the smoke in his 


nose. he room was all dark and dreary. It was three o'clock in | 


4 


Bi 


eam 


fi0 | 


iz 


Dy Ss Shade. 


® 


279 
(2) | 


the early dawn and everything was dark. He woke up. He saw red 
fires in his room. The walls were burning. He jumped out of bed 
and hastily put on his robe. He woke up his brother Dennis, who 
was sleeping on the other bed beside him. 
"Dennis, Dennis, wake up. Fire! Hurry!" 
Dennis yawned and mumbled. Suddénly he jumped up. "Fires" 
Hepat his cf on and he This out of the room. Dan called to 
him, "You go andvwake mother and father and ee wake up Helen." 
The fires was rapidly spreading all over the house. The coal 
oil in the kitchen stove had caught the fire and was burning brightly. 
The oilcloths on the kitehen walls were burning too. 
Dan knocked at his sister's rdom. There was no response. He 
knocked again. Still no response. He break the door down snd found 
Helen asleep ,suffocated by the smoke. fie took her out into the 
open air quickly. His mother, father,and Dennis wena all out there. 
All- were saved. | 
pend daniy Dan cried out, "Oh, my dog, I forgot." He rushed 
: Week into the house which was by now a burning furnace. "Don't, 
: ,Dan, come back, Dan!" But Dan heard no one. ie rashe@/ into the 
house. To him the house was not on fire. He must save his dog. 
And he will too. The floors were shooting up darts of firing arrows. 
The burnt ceiling was falling down. A great big beam burning brightly 
suddenly eame down. It fell just two feet away from him. The beam 
missed him by two long inches. 
: A; He heard Tarzan barking furiously upstairs. "Tarzan, I'm coming!" 
He went up the burning stairs two steps at one time. ‘Tne stairs 


waved in just after he reached the top. And he saw the dog. He was 


barning as his hair had caught on the fire. 
ya 


(3) 

Immediately Dan began to slap out the fire which was burning 
his dog almost to death. “Oh, tarzan, Yarzan," he mummured. And 
the dog barked which was his way of thanking his master for saving 
his life. And the dog wagged his burnt tail. "Come on, +arzan, 
let's get ont.” He gathered the doz in his arms. He came to the 
ataire and found that {t had caved ine “te conld not go down that 
way. ide ran to the back stairs. it, too, was all burnt and he 
could not-go down that way either. 

He called out the window, "Dennis, I'm over in the back. Get 
me out of here{ I'm purning | Hurry" But no one seemed to hear 
him. there was no one out in the yard. the people next door were 
‘Still asleep. "Where is everyone?" he muttered. He called again 
but still there was no answer. Dan did not understand why. Here 
he was in the house which was burning furiously and no one was able 
to see or to hear him. there were no fire engires sround anywhere. 
And there were no spectators around. de did not understand. 

fhe smoke came into the roon. ‘The dog in his pana whined 
and then died. Dan himself was choking. "Help! Help!" He coughed. 
He could not see anything now. ‘he smoke was too thick. He could 
hardly breathe. He tried to yell, but he failed. He slumped down 
on the burning floor. He heard the roar of the fire. He felt the 
heat. He yelled, "I'm burning:" Then he was quiet. de was 
burning. His flesh became black and smokyland he went up in smoke. 
His ashes were burned away. 

Turning and tossing, he suddenly felt strange. The fire was 
gone. And he was not burnt. But Tarzan was gone. But he was in 
a hot oleae. Gazing over the land he saw giles.of miles of rad-white 


desert sands. Just a plain desert of sand. Nothing else. 
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In the little crowded town, he saw many Arabs. And many, many 


.camels. Une of them looked at him andre thought that the face of 


the camel resembled someone he knew. Who, he could not tell. 

the faces of the Arabs were very strange. The faces appeared 
blacker in contrast to the white robes they were wearing. Hany 
were Ae PT aane for a trip across the desert. They were pack- 
ing food and equipment to last for the journey. “or a moment Dan 
could swear that he saw someone who looked like his brother, Dennis. 


But when he looked. again, the face was gone and Dan was puzzled. 


Jnconciously he found himself smong the group who were going 


across the desert. ‘The sun was blazing and the wind was hot. ‘he 


sea of desert sand rolled toward the unlimited distance. Nothing 
could be seen but the endless desert. The caravan started slowly 
over the ocean of red hot sand. Dan felt as if he were walking 
on the fire, so hot was the desert sand. Slowly but steadily they 
trod onwards. ‘he blazing sun shdne glaringly into the eyes of 


D 


Dane For a moment he/ thought that he was going to faint. ‘The 
hot desert almost blinded him. He could not stand it. Hours after 
hours he trod on. Soon he was too tired Het ens walking. ‘The 
faces of the Arabs appeared be forehim. How strange they were. So 
ugly. ‘ . 
Dan fell down on the desert. ‘The heat of the sand seeped 
right porte ao than: And into his flesh and bones. He tried to 
get uo, but was unable. He called the Arabs, but the camels and 


the Arabs were gone. They just disappeared. He looked around but 


could see nothing but the ever rolling white sands of the Sahara. 
He was lost in the ocean of sand. Where shall he gos Then 


the sun grew hotter and hotter. And still hotter. 
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Ana the hot wind grew in velocity. It howled and it moaned like 


the voice of a ship lost at sea. The desert sand swirled into the 


air. The wind carried it far away, fag away. Jan was caught in 
the middle of the storm. ‘The hot sand and wind burned him like 
tongues of darting fire. The fog of thick flying sand made it very 
difficult to see ahead. He heard the howling of the wind and he 


felt the biting of the hot ssnd. Outside of that, he did not know 


feel anything else. the wind eaneso fast and furious that he had 


a very difficult time trying to breathe naturally. Une or twice 
he had a feeling that he could not breathe no more and it was a 
most strange feeling too. 

His throat was parched and dry. He longed for water but he 
could not see any. All he saw was the sand and sometimes, the sky. 
The thundering storm gathered up its strength and in one great breath 
it blew and blew. ‘he noise almost break the eardrums of Dan. 

| Then as quickly as it came the storm break down. And it was 
gone. Just a few feet ahead of him Dan saw some palm trees. And 
there was water and dates and a place for shelters Dan felt as if 
he was /dying from thirst, so dry was his thro He went toward 
the phn trees. Yet he seemed never able to reach it. It was just 
a few feet away and yet everytime that he went forward he was not 
any closer to it. Hee walked faster, but the same thing happened. 

Despite his fatigue he ran. Faster and faster he ran. But 
the water and the shelter seemed to receded more and more. dHe 
was panting for breath. iis throat became so dry that he could no 
longer stand it anymore. He grew weak and dazed. And he felt on 
the sand. He drowsed away....and the soft music of guitars came 


to nis ears. And beautiful senoritas cane before his eyes. 
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Great and enormous palm trees lined the streets. ‘The sun 
was shining very brightly. And Dan saw many man in huge sombero 
and highly colored shawls threw over their dark brown shoulders. 

The girls were golden-brown in color. With long dark eyelashes. 
Thetrhair were Shiny black and very long and smooth. Dan entered 
a cafe. There was a dance going on. Hips swayed this way and 
that. And he saw knowing looks passed from men to women. ‘he 
dances were very colorful and dazzling. ‘The songs were fiery and 
fast and very tuneful. There in the corner was a handsome shiek. 
And he wes dancing a step with 4 peppy senorita. 

Being very hungry and thirsty, Dan ordered food. And they 
brought nt'm pred hot dishes. And a glass of water. He drank it 
and he cough furiously. ‘hk water tasted exactly like tasbasco. 
“or a moment he could not speak. He immediately picked up a glass 
of water. That glass of water was even more bitter than the other 
glass. And his eyes shot ont and he felt hot. He grew hotter 
and hotter. 

When he opened his eyes he was in a turkish bath room. 

He was undressed and steam was coming out from everywhere. ‘There 
were many man. ‘he men wrapped in their towels reminded him of | 
the Arabs. And suddenly he felt strange. He was lost in the eeeate 
and now he was in a Turkish bath with many other man. 

suddenly he felt 601d. Cold water was running down his back. 
He was under a cold shower. And then he felt hot. He was under 
a hot shower. 

Then cold again. ‘Then hot. He was hot and cold. Hot ana 
cold. then he saw steam rising out from everywhere. It blinded 


him just like the desert sand did. And he was afraid again. 
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Then the naked bodies of men. ‘Tall, short, white, yellow. 
The bodies brushed against his. He heard men plunging into the 
pools. ie heard the showers falling, falling. But still the stean 
kept coming. And he felt hot. 

Suddenly he was under a red hot shower. And boiling water 
ran down his back. It kept coming and coming. And then, Hades 
eame into view. The fires came down from the ceiling. A shower 
of fires glaringly red and hot. Anddevils with tails rushed 
back and forth. On their hands they carried bodies of nude liadies 
and men and they threw them into burning black tar. There were 
screams and yells that wonld chill the spirits of any mortal per- 
gon. ‘There was a certain devil who held a burning torch in his 
long sharp hands. Whenever anyone came forbh, he would thrust the 
burning stick and light their hair and the victims would go scream- 
ing and yelling. Confusion was everywhere. ‘The odorrof burning 
flesh came ugjon the nostrils of Dan. It made him feel sick in the 
stomach. He could not stand it. 

Then red devils, black devils, green devils came into the 
view. ach was holding a burning torch in his hands. And their 
eyes held a bright blazing fire that shot out now and then. All 
were looking at Dan. And Dan was afraid again. 

They chanted, "Death, death, death. To yon, to you. Death." 

They drew closer, then closer and still closer. "Death," 
they yelled. "Death." 

All the black devils shot fire into the direction of Dan 
and he felt his clothes burning. Then the red devils shot fire 


{nto his hair, the green devils shot fire into his flesh and he 


barned and burned. 
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And Dan screamed and screamed, "I'm burning, I'm burning. 
Help: Help!" He wrfithed and he twisted all around, but he burned 
and burned. 


Then he was in the jungles of the Amazon. Savage faces 


peered from behind the bushes and vines. And he saw naked warriors 


looking at him. ‘The mosquitoes swarmed around him and he had a 


difficult time trying fo make them go away. ‘There were drums 


and spears and there were paint of their faces. One of the warriors 


came forth and grapped Yan and led him before a a chief. And Dan 
saw a great big bowl boiling vwith hot oil. And underneath the 
bowl lore were branches, wood and twigs. And they were burning 
furiously. 

There was counsel between the chief and a medicine man and 
Soon Dan was being disrobedby the warriors. And they felt his 
flesh and Week? nia over with clean hot water. Then with a swoop 


they threw him into the air and down he splashed with a great 


noise into the bowl of boiling hot water. And he bdiled in the 


water. 

Then the voice of Tarzan came into his ears. His room was 
on fire. Dennis was before him. Then his father and then his 
mother. Then Helen. He heard fire engines. He heard the water 
splashing into the burning house. He saw firemen climbing here 
and there. He saw falling péeces of wood burning and then dropped 
into the streets where there were many spectators. He saw wounded 
firemen coming down the ladders. And then Tarzan barked....and 


Shen the caravan came down the trail from far away. The Arabs 


‘were riding on their camels. He saw them from far away. Now 


he was drinking water from the distant Palm and eating dates from 
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pars the palms. His throat was not parched anymore. And from 
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a female throat he heard a Spanish song. And dancers glided 
by gracefully. ‘te drank water and there was no more tabasco taste 


to it. And then the water from the Turkish bath became freezing 


cold. And he shivered. And then he felt hot again. But he shivered.. 


And theffires of hell died down. ‘The devils no longer shot fire 
from their eyes. The burning torches in their hands died out. 

And the boiling tar no longer boil. He Tenger, smelled the burning 
flesh no more. Then the boiling pot of water in the Amazon valley 
grew cold. And he was swimming in 2 stAmming pool. 

Then s face. Then another. And another. "Oh, doctor, is 
he all right?" Voices from everywhere. "Oh, doctor." Then another 
face. ‘ 

It was a small room. ‘The wallpaper were browned by age. 

And the lights were turned low. And he, the boy, was lesstne” 
peacefully. ie did not turn and he did not toss. He was sleeping 
naturally now. Fives minutes before he was moaning and tossing. 
Now he slept. 

The white sheet in the bed...the pillow so high...the. bottle 
of cough medicine... the hot water bag...the nurse so calm...the/| 
doctor Pee iel the mother softly praying...the fever stunned 
Sinking... 

Everything was quiet. The boy slowly opened ffs eyes and 
Sniled a faint smile. ie had passed the crisis. Now he could 
get well. 

The doctor said, "For awhile I thought he was gone. His fever 
reached almost st cus hundred and five degrees. And slowly iT sank. 


The mother silently prayed on. ‘The boy slept. 
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qt was evening now, and the streets giittered oi th 
Othe bright lighta of night. The ivory mah jong clattered 
‘Loudly from the gambling shops, and the smell of cigars and 
olgarettes polluted the night air. He walked. along Webster 
| “Street, and the radio at the New Home Restaurant announed, 
set Station KPO? San Frencisco and Oakland. ‘he sound of the 
om gong Metta akteata ecven pim. Walking along the street 
me a he passed by the shooting gallery, recently A et by 
E- a white woman, a whore, ner eke looks. All right, boys, 

el ye shots for ten cents. Come in and try your luck. A 
: man was smoking a cigar in the window. He was looking at the 
white whore. A big Orange bus stopped suddenly, and a group 


Bio weary and listless Chinamhen got ont. _Imne diately new | 


oS men ‘rushed quickly into the car, bo ‘be whisk away into aWelare 
a and joy far away. The Filipinos with sleek hair, and twenty 
_ doliers suits lined the walk, their shiny eyes hungrily watch- 


ing the girls and young women. Another group rolled dices 


Bae eek 
. “ana Picead the nickel machine. Come right in boys, five | 
shots for ten eents. He noticed the synthetic rouge on her 
ge mouth. And fresh painted cheeks and nose. She must be 


batt. Pee soting twenty. He knew that there were a lot 


os . 
alone... alone...from the picture A Night at 


"the Opere with the four Merx Brothers. Automobiles stopped 
on the walk and there came Sut peattiful white girls, and their 
boy friends, going up the marhis steps of the Pekin Low. 
g kcs<e-aione on a night that was meant for love. The smell 
Dy of fish came out from the fish store underneath. A boy on the 
street corner with 4 whole stacks of Saturday's Examiners. 


fen cents just ten cents. He went into Hamburger John, and 


(he oraered cold ham sandwich and fréach fried Sek ote vut=- 


> 
“~ ae 


side the dancers went up to the Pekin Low. 


Three 


Ten in the evening. The Seventh Street train rushed 
“by. The boy in the corner had sold all his papers. ihe 
_ dancers came up and down the marble stairs of the Pekin Low. 
_ Alone...alone...in a sky of romance BDOVE- He turned down 
.. gtreet, and reached the corner of Webster. The street 
: was still cpowded and the radio at the New Home Restaurant 
hs was still playing. He went down Webster toward Fifth. ‘The 
_ street was very dark, and the freight train rushed bh on 
“Second Street. The fog horn of the ship on the estuary 
moaned. He tumed down Fifth. Home. He opened the door. 


pe eee, went in his room and turned on the radio. The song was 


Alone. Alone. ..alone on ennight of love. Alone..alone... 


most up a novel ue read awhile, but he gave it up. 
, He went to bed and the song Alone 


fell asleep. 
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A Very Strange Wan 


He never sleeps on a bed. All he has to do is to sit on 


 & chair and put his head on the table and imadiately he will 


fall asleep. He never eats at night on Friday. He buys new 


clothes only on the week before the New Year. He 1s too busy 


to get sick. Has never been sick as S he could remember. 


His age is sixty yet looks a littl¢ Aver forty. He possesses 
no gray hair. Complexion v ry dy. Wears s peculiar kind 
of shoe without any st; : buttons. Drinks soup by the 
bowlfuls. an foods. He could not make a 
cup of coffilee by himgdlf. 

It is\a littld hard to imagine that such a person could 
exist. But can Nouch for the truth of es story. When I 


first heard about thie man t dia not quite believe some of the 


things that I heard about him. But I later founda out that all 


of the queer and strange things that this man do is not because 


he is...shall we say screwy...but because it is a hapit in him 


and because he has been use to doing them. 

Hei ee an ola’ mad with a youthful appearance. Despite 
his Sixty years of life he is as healthful as a new-born 
babe. There is nothing queer about him that stands out. I 
was quite disappointed. According to the strange things that 
I heard about him I expected to find a sort of maniac suffer- 
ing from aberration of the mind. Instead I just found a nor- 
mal and common person with a little more intelligence than 
the average man. His shoulders were not bent and he walked 
Straight as a soldier. And he Gas some of the most unusual 


Stories that I have ever heard. He is sincercein his telling, 


informing me again and again that they were true. 


ies eyed co 
ae Cre at. oe 


“Basveccoy, ol. sadist * ochduens 


a es baka me iivosa @ asaey wah c 
RON Std ud eH06 Aas NG sO. Et 
hae eile ‘don. Biied, oF cto -anofisent 


LS tip 2 a i bees ane Hi i Rc " ed 
hincs,.soeteq # noe are OAL esa? (od brad’ grasa 
Ch oath. vengte ade re Koore aid. to% 


ane Yo biog ovelféec sein fen bib D cae alat ‘thode based bet 


(im Gate ne see be dncda bress Tedede: Per 

tee websne? Moa eT OF mesg tte Ad adin ids shonts 24 bie eens. dd 
| nde nd pos. BoE ti cor snlduie tod s , -imexoe Yee). el Lied, 0819 Fe 
" . seed uatteb os eng nese and ad ae | 
, od teuod ) ssourrnadig ivtataor., 8 EM ete ‘bho. ma’ alsa : 
sed-wert 8 68 Letae eed A. eft tins o eTeRY yon te a 

Fo tae ‘ebpaie Sent Lh, aioe 7900) austen et “erent 
send a gatna Sgn ey podbean. sid taoeod > sbevaioaane §P. estny 
erettia winery 20 toe e bog oc o detoeaxe ei mist daoda ‘reo 
rion. e bnsck sen) J poetant baw: ea. to ‘Ao ewiade ‘oxk, 
eee te Me Aesop iteint os OM etait e80 1W now ag: ena | 


me bah 


I asked him,"1s it true that you do many strange things 
so that people make fun of you all the time?" He is a very 
good nature fellow and never gets mad if some one ribs him. 

"To me there is nothing strange in what I do. I got 
used to doing what people considered as strange. It is simply 
a habit with me." 

Immediately there came into my mind an incident that 
a friend told me about this man. It seemed that whenever the 
washed his feet he fell asleep. And if he did not fall or move, 
he will remain in the same position for many hours. During the 
night he will take a somersault and then wake up. That's incred- 
1 ain sab nat unbelievable but many people who ne this 
man $etl this story over and over again. True, no one has seen 
it nappened, but somehow or the other the story leaked out and it 
is accepted as true. 

Now this man is a sort of a woman's man. By that 1 mean 
he acts and talks like a female. His hands are white like a 
smooth lily. No wrinkles or roughness in them. Tslks with 
gestures that sare very amusing to watch. Wears the funniest 
kind of shoes imaginable. Buys them at a particular store 
which alone carries them. The shoes sare of black leather with 
a sort of loop in the very back. It is just like a slipper 
except it is high like a shoe. No buttons or strings. To wear 
it, all that the wearer has to do is to catch hold of the loop 
in the backa&nd push the foot down. Very very quaint. 

# asked for a synopsis of his life story. 

"There'sonothing in my life that will interest anyone. 


I just lead an ordinary life." 
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I made him tell about it despite his protest. 

"I have been in America for a long long time. Over 
thirty years I should say. I have taken only one triv back, that 
is all. The majority of my time is spent in working. I worked 
as a clerk in The China Elite. The store ts nou more now. I 
had a wife and a daughter. ‘They both died ten years ago. I 
live alone these many years. | 

"And because I live alone I have made more than enough 
for a living. + left the store six years ago. I worked there 
for almost eight years. After many unsuccessful ventures the 
store was finally sold to another mane And the owner hired 
811 new members and all of the members were discharged. 

"The owner of the store, that is the 01d one, has not 
been paying the workers their monthly wages regularly. Business 
was getting to be so poor that many knew that they will lose 
their job. In former years during the Christmas holidays the 
Store at the very least sold over the thousand dollar mark. 
During the bad years the Christmas holidays brought in just one 
fourth of the expected sales. 

"The owners and the workers were especially hard-hitted 
by the dreadful change in business. ‘The bossed owned money to 
everyone of the worksrd. Some of the workers in the store con- 
sented to have their wages reduced. Even after that the store 


could not get along. I left the store with four month of back 
ae 


Aue 


wages unpaid. T,never gotten them as yet. 
"The store provided the evenings meals to the workers. 
Every evening after the store closed, which was around six, 


the workers gathered at a dining place on Highth Street for 
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their meals. Only the evening meals were provided. The men 
went home to eat their lunch. | 

"Every Saturday evening there was special dinner. On that 
night the men were treated to faney dishes and wine." 

"Do you deny any of the stories told abort you?" 

"I am sure that Sll-of the Stories you heard are a little 
Oxaggerated. But the truth is that I absolutely could not cook 
any sort of meal. Whenever i want a glass of chocolate or a cup 


of coffee I have to ask someone else to do it. It is not hara a 


to make a glass £@ chocolate or coffee, but I could not do. it. 
I must have rice in everyone of my meals or I feel half starved. | 
it isn't that I do not like other foods, it is because 2 could : 
not feel full when I eat them. You doubtless heard about me 
not eating on Friday evenings. The reason is that every Fri- y 
day I have a shave. I feél very strange after Shaving and I 
could not pass food through my mouth." Try and imagine such 
& person if you ecsn. | 
Here is another sideslant on him. 
He is afraid of darkness. Because of that he lived with a 
another family. He rented a room in their house. This family 
was always going to San Francisco during the holidays. And 
whenever 3 holiday came along every member of the family was 
not at hens: And if the man returned home he will find the house J perte 


empty. So he stayed down at the store snd wrote letters home to nae 


in China. The family with whom he lived went to the theatres 
to see the stages shows. And they do not come back until one or 
two in the morning. So the poor man Stayed down st the store 


until one or two in the morning. 
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He never smokes a cigarette or cigar in his life. Very 
rarely drinks wine. Does not take a bath in a tub. Goodness 
knows how he cleans himself or uncleans himself. He wears long 
woolen union shirts. Throws them away when the New Year comes. 
Then he buys new ones. Has very strong eyes but always reads 
with a manifying glass. Drinks soup but gives the impression 
of playing 9 musical tbnastrument. 

On rainy days he runs across the streets pulling up 
his trousers for fear that they will get wet. Just love to 
talk politics and knows the most hair-raising collections of 
ghost stories imaginable. 

But enough nonsense for the while. Let us continued 
With his life. 

"What did you do after you quitted your job?" 

"I was unemployed for the while. It did not worry me 
a bit. I got enough save up to get along fairly well for a time. 
I work in a little grocerfly store afterwards. I did not get 
very high wages, but it was enough for me." 

"Did you work very long at it?" 

"About three years. I left the job because the owner 
sold the store off. The owner had a son who was sick for over 
three years. During those those three years the mother spent 
her entire fortune trying to make the boy get well. The son 
was doomed from the very beginning. He died. When the business 

was offered for sale nobody wished to bay it. Finally the whole 
amount of goods was sold at a ridiculous price. And again I 


found myself unemployed." 


"What are you doing now?" 
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"I am sewing buttons for a friend of mine. He owns a 
dressimaking shop. This shop makes everyone clothes made to 
order. Also womensand mensunderwears and pajamas. 

"Customers come from all over. They come from other 
cities and from small towns. Sometimes we trust them too much 
and they run away without paying the bills. Or else they pay 
& part of the bill and the rest they leave unpaid. When we 
write letters to them they do not answer. When we eall on them» 
they are usually not at home. And sometimes we spend much more 
money to collect a much smaller amount. It all goes to prove 
that it is not easy to conduct a business these days. If we 
do not sell on credit we willnnot have much customers. And 
if we do there”all sort of complications. 

"Out at the store right now there are many unpaid bills 
probably they will remain unpaid definitely. It is indeed 
fortnnate for us if we collect one half of our bills. Right 
now we are very careful to whom we are selling on credit. By 
this method we are more cazefulland we could avoid many un- 
pleasant circumstances." 

"What other work did you do?" 

"I never work at any job that Se Sots anand at deal of phy- 
sical strength. In the first place I do st tia te kind of work. 
Outside of working as a clerk and other smal] jobs I can say 
that I have not work at any other kind of work; 

"What are your plans for the future?" 

"I am content as long as 1 have enough to eat and a place 
to live. i don't care for travel very much. Even if I don't 


go back to China to live, I wish to take another trip back 
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"because af do not like people but because I have been alone 
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; And surprise: surprise: 

He never gambles” and be actually does not know how to 
"play mah jong. 

So for an appropriate ending we simply say, believe it 


or not. 
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He never sleeps bna bed. All he has todo is to sit on a chair 
and put his head on the table and immediatly he w ill fall asleep. 

He never eatsat night on Friday. He buys new clothes only on the 
week before the New Year. He is too @usy to get sick. Has never been 
sick as far as he could remember. His age is sixty yet he looks a 
littlr over forty. He possesses no gray. bair. Complection very 
ruddy. Wears a peculiar king of shoe withoug any strings or buttons. 
Drinks sout by the bowlfuls, Rarely eats American foods. He could 
not make a cup of coffee By himself. 


It is a little hard to imagine that such a person could exist. 
But I can vouch for the truth of the story. When I first heard about 
this man I did not quite believe some of the things that I heard 
about him. But I later found out thet all of the queer and strange 
things that this man do is not because he is...shall we say screwy... 
but because it is a habit in him and because he has been use to 
doing them. 


He is an old man with a youthful appearance. Despite his sixty 
years of life he is a healthful as a new-born babe. There is nothing 
quees about him that stands out. I was quite disappointed. According 
to the strange things that I heard about I expected to find a sort of 
maniac suffering from aberration of the mind. Instead I found a normal 
person with a little more intelligence than the average man, His 
shoulders were not bent¢ and he walked straight as a soldier. And he 
told some of the most unusu 1 stories that I have ever heard. Hé is 
sincere in his telling, informing me again and again that they were 
true. 


I asked him, "Is it true that you do many stwange things so that 
people make fun of you all the time?" He is a very good natured fellow 
and never gets mad if some one ribs him. 


-"To me there is nothing strange in what I do. I got used to 


doing what people considered as strange. It is simply a habit with me.” 


Immediatly there csme into my mind an incident that afriend told 
me about this man. +t seemed that whenever he washed his feet he fell 
asleep. And if he did not fall or move, he will remain in the same 
position for many hours. During the night he will take a somersault 
and then wake up. That's incredible and a®solutely unbelijievale but 
many people who knew this man told this story over and over again, 
True, no one has seen it happen, but somehow or the other the story 


_ leaked out and it 4s accepted as true. 


Now this man is a sort of.a woman's man, By that I mean he acts 
and talks like a female. His hands are white like a smooth lily. 
No wrinkles or roughness in them. Talks with gestures that are very 
amusing to watch. Wears the funniest kind of shoes imaginable. Buts 
them at a particular store which alone carries them. The shoes are of 
black leather with as ort of loop in the very back. It is just a 
slipper except it is high like a shoe. No buttons or strings. To 
wera it, all the wearer has to do is to catch hold of the loop in the 


back and push the foot down. Very very quaint. 
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I asked for a synopsis of his life story. 


"There's nothing in my life that will interest anyond. I just 
lead an ordinary life.” 


I made him tteil about it despite his protest. 


"I have been in America for a long long time. Over thirty years 
I should say. I have taken only one trip back, that is all. The 
majority of my time is spent in working. I worked as a clerk in the 
China Elite. The store is no more now. I had a wife and a daughter. 
They both died ten years ago. I live alone these many years. 


"And because I live alone I have made more than enough for a livim. 


I left the store six yearsa go. I worked there for almost eight 


years. After many unsuccessful ventures the store was finally sold to 


another man. And the owner hired all new members and all of the ola 
members were discharged. 


"The owner of the store, that is the old one, has not been m ying 
the workers their monthly wages regularly. Business was getting to be 
so poor that manvy knew that they will lose their job. In former years 


during teh Christman holidays the store at the very least sold over 


the thousand dollar mark. During the bad years the Christaman holiday 


brought in just one fourth of the expected sales. 


"The owners and the workers were espedially hard-hitted by the 
dreadful change in business. The bossed owned money to everyone of 


the workers. Some of the workers in the store consented to have thetr 
wages reduced. Even after that the stwe could not get along. I left 


the storse with four months of back pay unpaid. I have never gotten 
them as yet. 


"The store provided the evenings meals to the workers. Every 
enening the sto e ciosed, which was around six, the workers gathered 
at a dining place on Eighth Street for their meals. Only the evening 
meals were provided. The men went home to eat their lunch. : 


"Every Saturday evening there was special dinner. On that night 
the men were treated to fancy dishes and wine." 


"Do you deny any of the stories told about you?” 


"Tl am sure that all of the stories you heard are a little exager- 


ated. But the truth is that I absolutely could not cook any sort of 
meal. Whenever I want a glass of chocolate or a cup of coffee I have 


to ask someone else to do it. 4t is not hard tomake a glass of choco- 
late or coffww, but I could not do it. I must have rice in everyone of 


my méals or I feel half starved. It isn't that I do not like other 


foods, it is because I could not feel full when I eat them. You doubt- 
less heard about me not eating on Friday efenings. The reason is that 
every Friday I have a shave. I feel strange after shaving and I could 
not pass food through my mouth.” Try and imagine such a person if you 
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. Here is another sidesila nt on him. 
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He is afraid of darkness. Because of that he lived with anbther 
family. He rented a room in their house. This family was always going 
to San Francisco during the holidays. And whenever a holiday came along 
every memb r of the family was not at home. And if the man returned 
homie he will Aé find the house empty. So he stayed down at the store 
and wrote letters to the friends in China. The family with whom he 
lived went to the theatres to see the stage show. Am they do not cae 
back until one or two in the morning. So the poor man stayed down at 
the stare until one or two in the morning. 


- He never smokes a cigarette or cigar in his life. Very rarely 
Grinks wine. Does not take a bath in a tub. Goodness knows how he 
cleans himself or uncleans himself. He wears long woolen union suits. 
Throws them away when the New Year comes. Then he buys new ones. 

Has very strong eyes but always reads with amagnifying glass. Drinks 
soup but gives the impression of playing a musical instrument. 


On rainy days he runs across pulling up his trousers for fear 
that they wall get wet. Just love tots«slk politics and knows the most 
hair-raising collections of ghost stories imaginabhbe. 


But enough nonsense for the while. Let us conttnued with his life. 
"What did you do after you quitted your job?" 
"I was unemployed for the while. It did not worry me.a bit. 

I got enough save up to get along fairly well for a time. I work in 


a little grocery store afterwards. I did not get very high wages, but 
it was enough for me.” 


"Did you work very long at it?” 


"About three years. I left the job because the owners old the 
store off. The owner had a son who was sick for over three years. 
During those three years the mother spent her entire fortune trying 
to make the boy get well. The son was doomed from the very beginning. 
He died. When the business was offered for sale nobody wished to buy 
it. Finally the whole amount of goods was sold at a ridiculous price. 
And again 1 found myself unemployed." 


"What are you doing now?” 


"T am sewing buttons for a friend of mine. He owns a dressmaking 
shop. This shop makes everyone clothes made to order. Also womens i 
and mens underwears and pajamas. 


"Customers come from all over. They come from other cities and 
from small towns. Sometimes we trust them too umch and they run away 
without paying the bills. Or else they pay a part of the bill and the 
rest they leave unpaid. When we write letters to them they do not 
answer. When we call on them they are usually not at home. And some- 
times we spent much more money to collect a much smaller amount. It © 
all goes to prove that it is not easy to conduct a business these days. 
If we do not sell on credit we will not have much customers. And if we 
do there wee all sort of complications. 
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ut at the store there are many unpaid bills probobly they will 
unpaid definitely. It is indeed fortundate for us if we collect 
one half of our bills. ‘Right now ew are careful towhom we are selling 
on credit. By this method we are more careful and we could avoid many 
unpleasant circumstances." st 


“WHat other work dia you do?" 


) "I never work at any job that requires a great deal fo physical 
_ strength. In the first place I do not like that kind of work. Out- 
__ side of working as a clerk and other sm 11 jobs I can say that I 
_ have not work at any other kind of work," | 


"What are your plans for the future?" 


i I am content as long as I have enough to eat and a plece to live. 
I don't care for travel much. Even if I don't go back to China to 

_ live, I wish totake another trip back just for a visit. There are so 
_ many friends that I have bot seen for so long. 


"T have fery few friends. I rather be alone than to be in a 
crowd. I cannot mingle with the crowd. It is not because I do not 


oe like people but because I have been alone for so long." | 


And surprise. surprise} 


He never gambles and he actually does know how to play mah jong. 


So for an appropriate ending we simply say, believe it or not, 
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awoke | in Hine ect, ‘feeling ‘strange and 3 
oh heard my brother snoring in the ped right across 
I could not tell what it was that woke me up. Nee 


trom “me. 


Be yacw. for certain that I began to wake up gradually in semi- 


conscious Sleep. It was then that I remembered hearing strange 


moanings which seemed to come from above me. It happened again 


ana again, and I awoke with a start. I looked at the clock 


on the table. It was three fifteen. Then out of the darkness 
from OSES, heard that moaning again. It sounded like 

the voice of a een suffering from pains of childbirth. At 

the interval of every five minutes 1 heard that strange and 
wailing sound. It was painful, it was hard to bear, and at 
times it was shrill. During those moments of pain, I felt as if 
a sharp blade haa cut right through my flesh, piercing straight 
through. 

Then I distinguished indistinct voices murmuring from up 
above: voices that became distinct, then blurred away into 
nothingness. | 

I was sleeping in the small attic with my brother. ‘the 
window on the right side of the room faced the backyard, and it was 
the only window in the house. Often in the early morning 1 
would stsre out of the window, and look at the coming of dawn. 

The groyjnd was barren, and the trees were without leaves. On 
wes left side of the yard there was a spade leaning against 
the wall. Right next to it was an old garbage can. 
But tongght i was awakened by the sgonzy of murmuring voices. 


I wondered what it was all about. I heard the telephone ring 


ie. twenty-five. I heard my mother opening her bedroom 
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door. iiy mother's voice rang throuch the silence of night. 

"I'll be right up aS soon as I've dressed." Her voice 
betrayed an emotion of fear and worry. ‘Two minutes later 
my mother called me, "Sung, Sung, telephone to the doctor, and 
tell him to go upstairs to iirs. ding. tell him to hurry." 

I dressed myself quickly, fumbling with my clothes in the 
dark. I came down the step ladder, and saw my mother very 
impatient with anxiety. 

"Hurry, phone," she said quickly to me. 

But 1 was so afraid that something terrible hed happened 
that I fumblea (with oxcitenent /fhe telephone book.) 

"Holiday 9756, please," I said. ri 

Iwo minutes later I heard a voice. 

"Helio, doctor," I said quickly over the phone, “can you 
come over to irs. Ling's house right away. She's quite 111." 

"I'd come right over," the doctor told me. 

1 told my mother that the doctor would come right away. 
She went up to Mrs. Ling's house by the back Way because it was 
much quicker. 

i went back to bed. liy small brother was awakened by all 
the noise. He wished to know what had happened. 

"Go back to sleep. ‘he womsn upstairs is Sick," I told 
him. He slept. But somehow I cannot. About fifteen minutes 
later 1 heard an autombbile stop on the sidewalk. I knew that 
Doctor Lawton had come. I heard a bell ring. Upstsirs a door 
opened, and 1 can hear very clearly the doctor's footsteps as 
he went up the stsirs. A door slammed shut. And I heard 


voices again. ily eyelids felt heavy, pulling me down. I was 


ve 


falling asleep. The moaning continued. i heard indistinet 
voices. 1 drifted into sleep... 

When I opened my eyes the sun was shining directly on my 
ped. i looked at my eldc again. It was six in the early 
morning. Outside in the backyard i heard someone digging. The 
person was digging very quietly, but 1 heard it. I put my robe 
on hastily, and tiptoed to the window. ‘I'he yard was still dark 
and gloomy. Sut faint morning was coming quickly tinto the yard. 
In the smmil corner next to where we used to burn papers I saw 
Mr. bing digzing a hole with the spade which belonged to us. 

Everything was too obscurd for me to tell definitely what 
Mr. Ling was trying to do. His face was turned away from me, 
Only his back showing. His shirt sleeres were rolled up to his 
elbows. But I could see quite distinctly a while porcelain 
bowl, covered with a heavy piece of paper. I stayed at the 
window staring out into the yard. 

Mr. Ling dug a hole approxiamately two or three feet deep. 
Then Mr. Ling buried the bowl down into the datk ground, and 
covered it up with dirt. He smoothed out the surrounding ground. 
Thanlhe went up to his house. I went back to bed, wondering 
and thinking. 

At nine o'clock my mother called me to wake up to go to 
school. When I came back from school at three thirty, I saw 
many women coming out fo#m- from Mrs. Ling's house. Many of them 
I knew. Mrs. Wung said to me. 

"You're back from school?" | 

( 


"It three thirty, and everybody gets out at this time. 


The group of women went into our house. 
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I went into my room, and took off my clothes.. In the 
outside room my mother and three women were talking in smail 
whispers. 

Straining my ears I hear, ay mother say, "It was about a 
foot long. I could see the two little eyes. The hands and 
feet were slender and slim, and the body was not well formed. 

I looked closely and saw that it was a boy. When the father saw 
it he said, 'And it's a boy too.’ He loves boys ,very much." 

Mrs. Wung said, "Does it look like a retail & is it 
like an animal?" 

My mother said, "It appears to be an odd looking chila. It 
was half formed and half unformed. It's a fortunate thing that 
it died before it was born. would not be a strong child or 
a good one either." 

I was listening very much interestdéd, straining my ears 
against the wall. Then I thought of the moaning, the doctor, 
and the grave in the yard. I went out into the yard and looked 
at the place where Mr. Ling was digging this morning. I recog- 
nized it at once, as it had the appearance of being freshly dug. 
I went ins and found that the other women had gone. After 
ae went to Chinese School. 

When I came back from school my mother was in a terrific 
rage, shouting and talking loudly. My father and step-brother 
was in the room also, leaning against the wall, starins at 
my poche 

My mother was in an angry mood. 

"To think that she would. say that about me. I never did 
anything of that kind. I never thought Mrs. Ling was that sort 
of person. She said that the whole city der cheat her dead 
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child. When I saw the dead child I said to myself, 'Perhaps 
Mrs. Ling had the child killed because she has so many children 
now. Perhaps she could not afford to take care of so many.' 

I never said it out loud to anyone, not even to my husband or 
children. I would never would have believed it." She was 
panting for breath. 

I stood there, listening, bewildered, wondering what 
everything was about. 

For many days my mother did not go up to see Mrs. Ling. 
She was like a stranger to her. 

Ono day my brother's wife had a little baby boy. I went 
over to his house and saw the little tot. It was cute, and 
just like a Bundle of roses. Then I remembered the dead child 
of Mrs. Ling. 

My brother's wife said to me, "I want you to bring some 
sour pig feet over to Mrs. Ling's house. Also bring a bowl of 
chicken whiskey, ani be sure to bring the bowls back because I 
have to use them tonight." I was gobng to tell my brother's 
wife about the dead child. But I decided that it was best that 
I shoubd say nothing at all. 

I went over to Mrs. “ing's house. Her son opened the door 
for me, and I went right in. She was thin and pail, white ana 
cold. She stared at me and I became afraid. She did not say 
anything. I went oat of the room and took the pig feet and 
chicken into the kitchen. I emptied it and took the bowls 
back to my brother’s house. Mrs. Ling was the only one who 
did not give a quarter wrapped in a piece of red paper as was 


the proper thing to do after recéiving the pig feet and chicken. 
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My brother said, "She must be mad at me. I don't kyow why." 

I left the bowls in my brother's house, and I went home. 

For the next week or two my mother did not go to see Mrs. 
Ling, and she did not telephone up to find out how she was. I 
heard from my brother that Mr. Ling had brought the pig feet and 
chicken back to him. It was then that my brother had found 
out about the dead child. 

A few weeks later my gother went up to see Mrs. Ling, 
and she was no longer mad at my mother. There was a misunder- 
standing, and that was all. 

One day while I was walking in the street I saw Chew Quong 
and he said to me, "Did you hear that Mr. Wu's son got pneumonia 
and died. He lost two hundred dollars in cash this morning. 

His wife burnt the rice three days in succession. He had a lot 
of bad luck lately." 

"Why?" I asked him. 

"No one knows," he answered. He walked down the street. 

The next morning I looked out of the window. I saw that 
the spade that was used to bury the baby was gone. Later 
I heard that Mr. Wu had borrowed it to clean his yard. Now, I 
understand why he suffered from bad luck. 

The little lump of human flesh, buried in our yard could 
explain it 


It ws a secret which only our backyard understands clearly. 
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(fiction) A Backyard Secret Jon Lee Z27 
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I suddenly awoke to find myself in bed. All was darkness 
around me. I heard the snoring of my brother in the other bed 
right across me. I could not tell what it was that woke me up. 

I knew, however, that I began to wake up gradually. In my semi- 
eonelous Sleep I remembered hearing some moaning which seemed to 
come from right above me. 

I looked at my watch. It was three fifteen. I stared at the 
ceiling and floor because I could not go back to blebel Suddenly 
out of the darkness from somewhere [ heard the moaning again. it 
sounded like the voice of a woman suffering from pains of childbirth. 
At every interval of five minutes I heard that moaning. It was 
painful. It was suffering. At times it was shrill. During those 
moments of shrillness, I felt as if a sharp blade had cut right 
through my flesh. 

Phen I heard indistinct voices murmuring from up above. 7 
was sleeping up in 4 little attic with my Brother. The window on 
the right side of the room faced the backyard. It was the only 
window in the house. Often in the morning I used to stare. outoof 
this window and looked at the early dawn. i looked at the barren 
trees without any leaves. I looked at the dirt ground where we 
used to play marbles. On the left side of the yard there was a 
spade leaning against the wall. Hight next to it is an old garbage 
ean. In the early dawn when I woke up in the morning, I was fas- 
einated by sunlight that shimmered through the window of our little 
attic. 

But tonight I was awaken by the agony of murmuring voices. 

At somewhere around three twenty-five 1 heard the telephone rang. 


I heard the door of my mother!s room being opened. From downstairs 
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by heard the lond voice of my mother saying, "I be right up just as 
soon a8 1 dress.” Her voice contained the emotion of fear. Two ; 
minutes later my mother called me, "Sung, Sung, come down and tele- 
phone Doctor Lawton to come over right away. ell him to go to the 
address of lira. Ling. Tell him to hurry. It's important!" 

I got up immediately. It was very cold. Sut I was so afraid 
that something terrible had happened that I got up quickly. PFumbling 
because of excitement 1 finally got steady with the telephone book 
that I am holding so awkwardly in my cold hands. I ssid in unsteady 
vyotce over the telephone, "Hello, I want Holiday 9756, please." 

Threee or four minutes later I heard a voice. "What do you 
want3" 

"Can you come over to Hrs lLing's house right away. she's 
seriously ill.” 

NT" be right over." I told my mother that the doctor would 
be right over soon. She went up to lirs. Ling's house by the back 
way because it was so much quicker. 

Our house and Mrs. Ling's house both faced the same backyard. 
Mr. Ling lived with his wife and three children on the second story. 
Immediately under them there was a printer's shop. We lived in the 
next house. I went back to bed after telephoning the doctor. Illy 
small brother was swaken by the noise. He asked, "What's the matter?" 

"Go back to sleep. ‘The woman upstairs is sick." He slept. 

But I could not. fifteen minutes later I heard an automobile stopped 
on the sidewalk. I knew that the doctor had come. I heard a bell 
rang. Upstairs a door was opened and the steps of the doctor while 
he was going up the stairs sounded very loud in the quiet silent 


night. A door slammed shut. And I heard voices again. 


I drowsed away. ily eyelids felt heavy. 1 was falling asleep. 


The moaning continued. It continued and continued... 

I opened my eyes. “he sun was shing directly on my bed. 1 
looked at my watch again. it was six d'elock. Outside in the back- 
yard 1 heard someone digging. The person was digging very quietly 
but 1 heard it. I put on my robe hastily and went to the window 
on tiptoes. ‘the yard was very dark and gloomy. ‘he tall buildings © 
adjacent to our house blocked the rays of the sun at that time from 
entering into the yard. In a little corner right next to the olace 
where we used to burn papers, I saw Mir. Ling digging. “de was using 
the spade which belonged to us. 

I stared and stared but [ could not make anything out. It was 
too dark. lire “ing's face was turned away from me so I only saw 
his back. His shirt sleeves were rolled ap to his elbows. He was 
not wearing any coat in spite of the cold weather. Hight neat to 
him I saw a white porcelain wash bowl. It was covered with a heavy 
piece of paper. He dug a hole approximately two feet deep. I 
stayed at the window staring out into the yard. 1 imagined I stood 
at the window for twenty minutes. 

I saw the man put the wash bowl down on the ground. He covered 
it up with dirt. He smoothed out the surrounding ground. ‘Then he 
went up to his house. I went back to bed. ‘Wondering. Thinking. 

Aft nine o'clock my mother called me to wake up to go to 
school. When f came back from school at three thirty I saw many 
women coming ont from irs. Ling'’s house. Many of them 1 knew. lifts. 
Wung said to me. “Are you back from schbol so sson3" 

"Tt's three thirty and everybody gets out at this time." 


The group of women went into out house. 
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I went into my room. Outside the three women end my mother 
were talking in small whispers. - 

I heard my mother said, "It was about a foot long. I conld 
see the two little eyes. The hands and feet were slender and slim. 
The body was not well formed. I looked closely and ssw that it was 
a boy. hen the father saw it he said, 'And it's a boy too.' He 
loved boys very mach." 

Mrs. Wung asked, "Does it look like a human? Or is it like 
an animal?" 

My mother said, “It appears to be an odd looking child. It 
was half formed ana half unformed. It's a good thing that it died 
before it was born. if that child were to be born, he would not be 
@ very strong or good child.” 

I was listening very much interested. Then I thought of the 
moaning, the doctor, and the grave in the yard. The little child 
was eae I went ont into the yard. I looked at the place 
where iir. Ling was digging. I recognized it at once. It had the 
appearance of being freshly dug. I went inside and I found that 
the other women had gone. After breakfast 1 went to Chinesek school. 

hen I came back I found that my mother was in a rage. She 
was mad. She was shouting. lly father and my step-brother was in 
the room also. My mother was in an angry mood. She shouted, "To 
think that she would say that about me: I never did anything of 
the kind. I never thought Mrs. Ling was that sort of person. Never. 
She said that I went all around town and told people about her dead 
ehild. She said that I said that she deliberately went and had the 
ehild killed before it was born by a Chinese doctor. She ssid that 


I said thas And I never said sugh a thing at all. She ssid that 
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the whole city iknow about it because 4+ had talked. Why, no one 


knows about this except myself and a few chose friends. ven my 
own children docnot know about it. When I sew the dead child I 
said to myself, ‘Perhaps iirs. Ling had it killed before it was born 
becauss she has so any children now. Perhaps she cohld not afford 
to take care of so many.’ I never said it out loud to anyone. Not 
even to my husband. And now she blamed the for gossipping about her 
dead child. I never would have believe it.” She was panting for 
breath. 

So it was a dead baby that I saw buried. [1 would never have 
guess it if I had not heard. ‘tragedy. Who could understand? 

The next day my brother's wife nad a little baby boy. i went 
over to his house and saw the little tot. It was cute and like a 
bundle of roses. Then | saw the happy faces of my brother and his 
wife. Then I remembered the dead child. And I thought to myself. 
A child could bring both happiness and unhappiness. 

My brother's wife said to me, "I want to bring some sour pig 
feet over to Mrs.4ing's house. Also bring a bowl of chieken and 
whiskey. Be sure to bring the bowls because + ‘ave to use them 
tonight." I did not know what to say. Should 1 tell them what I 
saw! Remembering how mad my mother was, I dec&ded to keep as silent 
as possible. 

T went over to Mrs. Ling’s house. Her son opened the door 
for me. I want into her room. She was thin and pail. shite. Cold. 
She stared at me and I became afraid. Scare. She did not say 
anything. I went out of the room and took the pig feet and chicken 
out Pato the chigken into the ghtchen. I emptied it and took the 


bowls back to my brother's house. lirs. Ling was the only one who 
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~° @id not give a quarter wrapped in a piece of red paper as was the 


proper thing to do after receiving the pig feet and chicken. 

My brother said, " She must be mad at me. I don't know why." 

Oh, Brother, if you only could know. If I only dare tell yon. 
It is not you whomshe is mad at. It is your mother. 

Then 1 went ont into the streets. I came home. 

For the next week or two my mother did not go to see irs. 
Ling. She did not telephone down. I heard from my brother that 
Mr. Ling had brought the vig feet and af teen back to him. He left 
them at the house and then he went sway, so my brother told me. 

On Tuesday I heard my mother Said to Mrs. Chung, a woman who 
lived in San Francisco. She had heard too. And she came over to 
visit the woman because Mrs. Ling was a close friend of hers. 

lirs. Chang said, "It was four weeks ago that she complained 
about pains in her abdomen. She went over to San Francisco to 
gee a Chinese doctor. The doctor said that it was gas that made 
her sick. He prescribed some herbs which did no good at ails The 
next two days she was better. She was stronger. On Wednesday night 
she rolled on her bed. Her face became flushed. She moaned. ter 
husband thought she was going to die. Yet she did not say anything 
to her husband abont it. Around two thir$y that night she could 
no longer stand the pain. She herself did not know what was the 
matter with her. Neither did her husband know. The doctor came. 
The doctor with.careful strokes of his hand began to hit on the 
abdomen of the woman. Soon the baby was born desd. the husband 
was very surprised as he was not expecting any baby at all. de 
was ERR AE er Mibrten ha: Ane The husband then went ont and told his 


fréanis seemed to be playing a drum while he was hitting the abdo- 


pupae 232) 


“awe 
ee 
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men of his wife. ‘The wife heard about it and she became mad. whe 


blamed you for spreading the news. iir. Ling is very afraid of his 


wife. He did not tell her that he told it himself. But I knew and 


I told urs. Ling about the matter. She seemed calmer now. She 
will telephone and talk to you in a few days." 

| lly ears were glued close to the wall. I heard everything. 
But I said nothing. I went out to my bedroom and looked out of 
the attic's window. low some weds had grown over the spot where 
the baby should be. fcnat teed a little white flower too. 

i was walking in the street the next day. Chew, a friend 
of mind said to me, "Did you hear that Mr. Wu's son got pneumonia 
and died. He lost two hundred dollars in cash this morhing. His 
wife burnt the rice three days in succession. He had a lot of 
bad luck lately.” 

"Why?"I asked himé "No one knows," he answered. He walked 
down the street. 

The next’ morning I looked out of the window. i saw that 
the spade that was used to bury the baby was gone. Later I heard 
that lire Wu had borrowed it to clean his yard. Now, 1 understand 
why he suffered from bad luck. } 

The little lump of human flesh, buried in our yard could. 
explain it. 


It is a secret which only our backyard understands clearly. 
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rewrite—story— The Heg who Went to Hell Jon—tee 


The old hag sat outside her door, and Slow%y rocked the 

Ghair she was sitting on. Her faithful dog lay close at her 
ay 

feet, keeping a vikett @aeed over Kis mistress> to frighten 


ned , her 
awsy anyone who desires to ### harm or molest +he—old-heg. 
ald 
This strangexwoman was always reading books, and what thé 


A€ ang phent'orsf 


books were no one had ever found out. The -ola—hag was @ strange 


character, so strange and odd that the people of the little 
tafed fv pupae ouFk , 

town often wondered and 0 she was. Some ssid she 

Wes once }4S and that hew+>fe had not heen the same 


b4 been brrytt Fe PPaf 
and she had tea 


Se In ThE fame teem 
Ei than neted that/there lived itn—this-seme—town a boy by 


4cncuS Fone A fe_ 
the name of Wing. He was an orphan,;Wandéring around the town, 


doing nothing to help himself along. No one bothered him, and 
no one cared what he did. He was the leader of a group of ; 
boys who always played pranks upon tke innocent people, some just 
ag a rest with a malfecrus P<rfae 

in a 4ostfai-meod, Others Ne-s—tvoabiesomewey. The people of 


the tounleame tb be afraid of this group of boys. The parents 


of the boys tried their very best to keep their children from 
(mpewedle 
associating witiWing, but it was to prevent it. 


Now this old hag lived ina Seat ke and brokéHehack on the 
edge of the town, living alone and in silence, away th the 
people and noise. She never talked to anyone, an deoniuns ever 
talked to her. 


One day Wing and his group of boys were passing by this old 
and pod ae atom tin, byt DP pete iF buf 


shack. Many times they had passed by, : : 4 this 
aig faery 

time they stopped and wondered what the 014 hag was doing. Pre 

ote bas came ont feon-ieside, and sst down bn her rocking chair, 


(2) 


ard smmensed helen hen bootie 
decoly interested—inhesboeks. Her faithful dog kept a close 


cos rte: 
guard on—hex, its eyes staring sliniee at Wing and his ezoup. a 


Neodky 
wire aetermined to oh# protect Kis mistressaak He elzstest Thien! 


she 
“eng was determined to find out what the-otd—keg was read- 
: cl 4A 
ing, * Ge said to one of the boys, "You keep a e+sece watch on 
the dog. I will go up to the old women and take her DOOKS away,” 
gid Prt f 
an Wing approached tewerd the\hag. The dog got up, getting pueped 


inte—-pesition—+o spring teen ie Wing. of Any pomert, 
ants 
Roday is a iota day, is 1t not?" Wing Pht AE SM, 


The old hag raised her head, then lowered it, and continued 
to read her book¢. The dog was still suspicious of Wing, 
still bristiine its pair. sAll ba istlers 


face Geceme Coad With r4re shrte ‘exes 
Ving's feme erew-itteo a livid red eoter, and he yetted 


out in-e—strone—voice, "So, you won't answer/" He picked up 
a large stone and threw it against the window, shattering the 


glass into small pieces. The faithful dog SPesne upon Pitted 
én buared 4 si feass fn hey leg, (Bayi h¢ and # 


Sere a c¢ Fy ~ es pet re ee . 


Poaned a parfect toraaent at Arm trietn bh 
Sotho she aes oe veel Sa and whining 
biEA 
almost like a female-enimel. J 
bWi'n If Compare ms to the for ts rds pelted 
thd grout of boys scattered inte-evreryrheve, running’ Bway 


feave(ew | 
in all directions to avoid pee mad and biting dog. Wing was | 


Wh trcte off : 
left alone, ttgnttee the dog the best way he. doula. “Ye, fanally 


managed to get away, hurt and brhised. 


which 
Many dsys passed vy SSgr tine did not have a chance to 


Cm Ma 1 Op Spain, 
eall his grdup_of hogs together, Meanwhile the old hag continuddg 
there 


Awith her reading, sitting /Outside in the sun. 


Wing had failed to get the books, but he made up his mind 
ad £ei2ed at deere on @ 
fa We = = ‘Tat. oats. 


he would not give up until he 
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f coarbneced sta 
e old hag dap outarae her door, ané-eseh-dey—she read/>;p 
d 


even iy 
her books with religious feithfuliness, devouring every word, 


every phrase. 


Cas be fone SKE had aNemy hing ; 
nned fone ago, and nowfshe was $0 chm 


Ab sehictien ft tig 
pateey herself by reading, books that would purify her mind and 
Dn the course of venrs this pamoccapahin pil one (den had SliAly 
body. whe vears w by, and the 1A—kha-c_s er: tet 


unhinped her monk | had Chine 
@berration of the-mind, and she \gaaie fo believe that everything 


Wes . 
described in the books wexe true. She believed that virgins 


- « ae 


We 5 oS 


went to heaven, and tke sinners went straight to taztegpts hell, a7/ 


a wWeAe Com seermeal 

Zo hell wreze Vhey Aa LA Planins fires, where their stomachs 
and flomes f fire 

were ripped opened with long sharp spikes, 


Peete. Ben 2re a, ep me of her bern ft stated 
Ape ap Chapte Big nee 
hap s naef' tal tip extewn 
“When the sinner reached hell she coatd—mnot sed) well, Phe-worhd 
Werle Fecan me's fmpached-lmdeal 5 New she 


urred, and her vision was vad. Sea ha sinned, therefore, orm | 
thaf «8 why the Wag Rare Kerry Acbhtalties wltK Aen rcgkt aor tf had ev ear afer elon prt 


Ss __She—saw famitier—sights, 
Ret fs phy altaya ahs coned atte ase thy rg fagrsG art fo fsa ako da pu ef gre | 
. i's 
thésn Adaty, . het necd 
In another chapter it seid, "She came to heaven, and the 
he 
chs 
re came to welcome her. They offered; food and wine, and she 


became an angel. She yas a good woman )} therefore, new she «ww ~~ 
to be rewarded with & arg 
appy fer the tong eternal life." 

The old hag memorized these chapters, and every single 
moment of her spare time, she spent in deep study of the books. 
Often she thenght to herself, "I “had sinned, tbs brue. But > 
I have become purified, dnd when I die, I will go to heaven. ily 

5? 
Sins will be forgotten there." And the days went by, and she 
read on and One 

Now two weeks pat aased by, and one-day Wing called his 
Comparatns Racer) him “fey Feme* P 
group of boys-to-him. (He said to then, *®hfistthwe we must not 


fail. We must get those books, and see what they are." aoe 


¥ 
Ss Ci 


ae: 
we “ee a 


Ae eve 


cra ty 
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‘kes mistress. 


piew—ienWines 
finatly gpak between the [the the boys were pet fo fl pha F 
V efiraged woman and /dog et ek or 


‘herself 
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The grpuplete boys started up the road that led toward 


the hoaseb? the hag. Arriving there, they saw the old woman 
Comgle fely (Im ensed 
decply intereste 


outside, sitting in the sun, reading her books, ow 


The dog recognized Wing immediately; it got up, reacy to defend 
at all eosts 


tae old hag tfi-necessary. 
Shee fed 
Wing sate to ee the boys, “Keep careful watch over the 


1 Ww 
dog. And don't let him get me this time. Cat the tp phrs vesee/ 


Wing approached/| slowly fetewa the heg/ and he yelled out) 


Hi 
"Give us one of your books, and we will go away." The old 
Az Aim 7A tip 
hag paid no\ attention, hwine gave @ signal, and the greup 


saceteded (nm sergiaf, 
6f boys rushed forward, and Wing Kae-able—to-peep one of the 


no hea lasres ) ja ard. 
ore evercrceatinc ing. The old hag pecans; mad, and hex 7AY elaenph 


trat gtefl | deamant in hen GWEKE Spd she helghenet Wr weth he bforvs 
/ 4 avy 


strength whiehwas d#fhet# ame 


Was Peworless Fo Vo Abe 
awake . The laog wee enraged! with whet-was hapséning te neve 


Secmaed 
S booke ‘ 
. & 
wh, fto/o harry ger > 
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ald weman) to Find 
Wew Zhe morning dawned. The woke up, ami she found 


woald fRaf wag SAN ane ant anfatm/ sar 
in & prrance—ana—t 


A A 
4d. Sudden fear gre@pped 


Hew lderead 


“7 Ld 


~ 


hoté=of her, £ - +34—whet—she 
She looked Seemed dni 
the-bocks,. The-—hes-gazed around, and the place wes strangely fan- 


{liar. She heard the dog barking, but could not see it cldarly. 
Fen fear incaeased a 


Can 
and she said to herself, “Geuwté it be possible 


oS a ey 
ee 


hae 
eae | 


fey | | 


that I am dead? Am I in hell ial tM But I have not sinned 
ayaen ard) again ala shh 


wi as 
Since that re aa peat ago." She exe" herself eee, fesl- 
hak « head q everythin shrl/ pnd ride 
bag—her body, ané hands/ She was a complete \peesen- She sat 


down on a small stool, her head in a daze, the world blurred out 
and foggy ati around her. ‘The little dog barked loudly. Then 


a kderd, 
she remembered that sha had struck Wing. Yes, that was it. 
She was dead anol 


She should not have done it. Now as 


as 
suffering with her eyes, just idize the woman in the books she 


cad heen geese 
rf 


(A 

hats somehow the Pag could not believe thst she was dead. 
po) thi dh spa tad ee t 
very ng Sroun er ees am ar, Stragge. J 

Gos oven “hel ayatn with fear she exclaimed,” oN whet hase Y dence! 


fer 
struck the boy. But it is too late now, I am dead and I | 
My vision *3 blenned 
an new in hell. t-em—safferingwith-my—eyes." The wet 
had e. ee ser aR ea ars 


tears rolled down her cheeks. -sne od—and 35 
Weeping and sie . 


Then» : oe Theae cam in ar | 
@nite unexpectedly;a loud knock late near the door. 


Shp 
theois heg was afraid to open it. She hestitated. SS 


They were whet Tre Sennen ae SE 
t+—-wes devils Sem S to take her away 6 spec gordeng. 


A hollow voice came ringing throggh.™e 4°: 
an 
"Open, old aS I shall break the door down.” 


The little dog barked again and again, jumping around +” 


ildany it ger 
wil excited. 
She Was pearndt casi fear eee she folt ee 
ee me atte: Y lost and strange. Ske 


she ape ACA of7 aS. 


Sen bnsteadily @oea floor, and opened the door. 
almert stopped neGhEs at whet 74: ; ee 
Her heart Bkinped_a—beat-when-skhe saw through a blurred 


hod 
and palabwact hea the boy whom she, beat ; yesterday. "the 


boy said, "I am "a spirit, and I shall haunt you forever, Porever 
Nn 
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and ever, yoy a hag." 


The dog rushed forward af the spirit of the Wing, but 


lesen \_perempton SKE ee 
with a Sorovg- command of-her voice, the—old—hag stopped ee 
“dez. ‘The dog obgyed, and went back growling to his corner. 


Conh'nued Soon 
The voice of the spirit sata, "You are dead, and,the 


devils will come Seony to take you away. Your stomach will 


be ripped open, and your intestines will flow out. You shall 


suffer for your sins." And the spirit an icy hand on the 


forehead of the vases 
‘ Pe wer thal poea LA wromen 
Trembling with fright, quivéring, the—old hee -with the 


collopsed info 
her cae dtd oenetin a fit of despondency. 
And tA 
[atie“saia in that almost uncomprehensible voice of hers, 
"Tl am not suffering for what I did s® long ago. Aém I am 
suffering for what I did to you. Forgive me." 


The spirit of Wing touched her again, and agein she felt 


(S 
the cold icy hand. 


And nm Ake haat. 
Jaeeueel kon walee of the teparting spirit setd, "Iishall 
2 


$ <? 
come agekn to hannt you." Se the door closed, and the—heg ~4“ 
ne“ - a : ark 
found herself alone“egetn. here she fat, heamind fe yr 


ard Tirhchent, 


hkng 
"Ane all these years that I spent in purifying myself 
rauntiyhm 7 to come 


to come/to an end 6 this?" 
the 


Glancing around the familiar room, she saw these books she 
Seized wi tA om sudden 


b 
used to read. , shé grapped hetd 


of the books and tore them into small oleces. She pulled her 


fed, velled, scrlamed 
hair, i ridebhagisa\nacana- 10cd29) and smashed whatever stumbled 


across her way. 
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ord astern hed 


The dog barked, staring oxt with strange eyes aa—te—what of /v 
hustress as if wenden Ce whet Kad hin ktan“<y RAL nop Aer - 


at*batel-tse- Ws 


Then qaite suddenly a loud knock was heard, at the doorw’ 
fhe hollow voice of Wing came bellowing through the:silence 
of the room. 

> Y ar bon hur 

"The devils are here. Prepare yoursalf for dissection. 
We are geady.? The old hag looked through the doorway and 
saw a group of deyils, with long tails and horns, coming into 
the room. This time the devils went straight toward the 
dog in the corner and ###¢# tied it with a strong rope. 

The dog barked londly. 

eul uy gut. 
"I am going to disseet you,and drain/yourblood ot." 
Saying this, one of the devils took out a long shapp 
in al dineehoms 
knife, flashing it this—way—and thet. 
The 014 hag was delirious with fright now. 
tp, PP " Tf 

She yelled out, “Do-mit do it. { do anything you say, 

ao! 
only ee cut me open.” 

Then before she coulda say anymore, she felt something 
poking her stomach, but she felt no pain. 

The devil drew out a bucket of red bl@o@, red hot blood. 

"Here feel it," the @evil said. 

And although she could not see well, the old hag saw 


udae 


the red liquid. She fel sick-ail of e—sudden. 


Then pe therk a dork ory 
Bee Geel ta cate anode "We will burn your intestines, yaur 


liver ant your sorgans. We will burn stit—of- you." 


a, ld avd 
The old hag oacoae alsiivering maniac. Her eyes stood 


4h 
out Like whi te pois of a dead Bish. She—fett Gold chills 
jetani ng up and down her cotd spine. Time and again she tried 
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was bound and ake Art not Apert « 
to utter something, but her tongue eaught.._and sppech wes 


powertess—_to_hexn, 
(Aen the x AkipFas thai, 
The-group—of Cue eee by peculiar felis | and they 


danced around and around her, poking her with long strong 


Aeld Tt came merc Av ae Le 
sticks they—were-hotding in their hands. 


a 
glasses ane the hot 


more—é PF ti enit—time—t RE to—see,— thes, tears came—rushing te 
Sta @anusg dam onfinued (hein chant, They prembled; they shouted - 
er eyes. The devils - They-shoutedy Theywailed 


they warle sat thene, uTtealy e@ntarsled (mn TAs mraz e 
Feserecatnd of death. ‘he old hag was—test in the-mese—of 


Corn porended of a nigh 7 41¢ anc the per ele pee sienien og Aer berks. 
‘2 oma 5 2 5 y = 3 5 al 
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OG fs | STO CS Se 


gulf ket Seeomeot hen 
Then one of the devils pulled up_—lone orgeans-of intestines 
: Aer 
and showed them to the—-heg. sok ne 
Shell pos baan then ord Ger Cth onpars oS pet. 


P pun a hoki’ Aan SECA - 
The old hag 7,3 
CAINE Cl-eu - 


eyes, not daring to look. ‘@here-was- 4 simk/fecling Aether 
= = 
eotyea From the other side of the room the oder of burning 


alee’ qmrkyp [AK ; 
flesh Oo her nOSstirts. [way cnet she die go slowly? 


She knew she would have to die a slow painful death, because 
Lie i What the bp hed Sad, drone fhan Over thaf phe Kak 


—tbhe—books—setd-so. Now she regretted read t 


Aead hem Slates 
- She kept her eyes closed,’shutting them tight. 


Pra then she Ae € uty frtihng hay Compsirinr, 
6 spirit of Wing. "We shall come back tomorrow 


WUAAN 
to inflict more torture upon this hag-here. Come, evils." 
SA€ 


And the—otéd hag heard the devils go out. 


heaps oo 


Fs 


She opened her eyes quickly, but eveyything was /indistinct. 
i G~/) 
"I am suffering with my eyes. I have sinnedj so I suffer," 
oN 
She said. She felt herself,over, and—skhe felt something wet 


@1l1 over her atdomen, but it was not cut open. 
Sar Theng , lamen hing han the ang fret fad prompleS tar fo atte 24+ bey. 
e The old hag tamented and resented 


. She-moaned-—and 2 
Cepty she Atpented. Lt wes of re use nay. So the Fat then a tronnirny Te hovelf and weep . / 
e did not feel any pain despite the fact 
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she eres Lad beer cif acl” 
that)her stomach and ihtestines weretaken-ont and burned tH nw 


the hot fire. 

She made her way to the corner and untied her dog. It 

licked An 

wagged its tail, and ##### the face of the-eld-hag. She was 
too exhausted to worry about the deWils anymore. Let them come; 
She did not care. Let them kill her; she did not care. Only, 
why must she dieisuch a slow eral kt ata death< 

She lay down her bed, tired and completely fatigued. 
The dog finally awoke her with its barking. She went out the 
door, and saw some familiar objects far away that looked like 


Some niga fine atlas her D eibe her sides 
trees. Sit—6 C s = Off at—B-¥8 POV 


sat outside fora long time, Some$hat nefaeshcd. 


2ecaned fs hea ee thei f had Adore 
Then she all the things\ she sO very “7 
A al, hat So qa eeyeresle hid Kare sSonelai 
long ago. Perhaps. @ day atid innit eae ee, with 


Aesenty 
heP, torture today. 
von ) a gra acpneshy'n » 
The night came, and the old hag ees ea MAES 


intimntirnp ted sleep ha on 
) ; , y exhaustion and fear. The morning 
as ay cet, 


dawned RFS i and cloudly, 
Bere ns woke up with a start, suddenly a a a ce 


Aowe beer thot ade 
all cn things that meppare’. Coulda oe a arean (Ase “teeny 


he Same? 


But pens LOY All Seas sahe saw familiar chings, and they 
were still blurred and indistinct. Pee trecink With /< 
her eyes just Like the woman sinner in the book. 
Toward afternoon there wes Bren ockl ns at the door. 
"We are back," the spirit of Wing said, "and we have 
come back here to torture you seme more." 


cuteq Iranchs,) 
The eatside mae opened; and the devils fame in. Immediate- 


bP 
ly the-devils enarted their song of death. They twirled and whinled 


ee EE Halk ae VS)” 
St edie ae Cah Bh. 
ry at bemsnd bre see nesed oven cestsaesal 5 bas 2 comets Y dtodd 
ere EL he ihe: oe BP. ae en ee : 
oI «gob tod belins: bas seusee edd of yew ret 
sew oft 438 ‘ » soet 2M hens ak 


Pd 


,9moo uedé ted - oromgis a sti edd haa arom od bevenedxe cc bel 
wine. 29T8D “i bib eda et fat ned d ted sere tod B. bIb ods 
ae id¢seb Lota \legibas wore 8 ‘dopa /o18 ada tenn | wF 7 
.bengite? Ciasatuean bas bold bed ted awob vel Rncaitte’? va 
‘ead ano tuew edt ° -anlitad ail dd bw ted eiows gilenit 308 at 


exalt bedooL jadt yswa tet edoetdo teifimet emoe wee bas <2008 a a 
Sha Feh eR neh 9a with mbt A waeet a 


ene Adanerte. SBE oved yews tei next ost tunttele-ch <inebl 


Sha AasBlen Dens at gnofl a rot ebletsio tea 
ge Ma 1 ea \tie ona th ow Yeloes 5 
~~< ytev oa Bib od@ -egnind ests is 5 Fo des ware) one aed? : 
Roh aAgremg peek Pia rabeabest | a 
ag iw 65 od kaa sae ee et Beqaie. ‘ode cde, yab wa Fanatses, 038 ey = 
_pRebed exsidze ed P 

ahve a4 
RIS nanan  tageLe ged ofo ont hoe ee tis in od? 


ak “Qeeyy cos-enanerd 
-goloton edt “tae bar aolden ease w . 


 gntzedmemex Bren ae  aete. es diiw qs ei0w aed bEo-oat 


a | 


Noe ae whe Mae AA RA, | a | : 
eer vomeeTh—baR, neosb e ak dt pLi00 -honeqaed tend sands edt fhe a 
A wees « ee : 
yea? fas Benin’ selfinee tsa ede, y ae ae -+neenatt toe 


Aira) %, — 
«-\ dtdw galtet $58) Baw wey -Jocltetbat baue besa itive oTOw a 


4a 


. stood oft at sennle nemow odd oad tent eoye red 
st00b edi te anidso (a sow otedd noontedte Bu sESe an 

| jeg 
evar ey bas" 5b lee salt to cad edi * toad one ove: 


: ay u te 3 og ad 
g aT 0m sihoe oy ce die ered ioe we a 
~dveibemal oid omnes, alive edd boo. sBenege ack  sbiades oat ee is 


ha hnre | rr ape year . steed. to anos he 


ee a ne ee a 


(10) 


ork danced all srowmd ebnt her - 


rh get 
One of the sortie yieealat « a strong hot fire. 
Ges id ss de 
The spirit of Wing aid, burn you. The 


fire is resdy now." 
Ther 
bone of the devils said, "Peepare yourself to be thrown 
into the fire. 


The greap—of devils rushed forward, gragped the hep and 


ced 
carried her around the room. They coe her sé-brought 


And Khon she 
hér close to the fire. gh her weak eyes the—hag 

scat lege 
caught e red flames of fire dalpine up and down, She 
at fhe te 


[oe se 
suddenly let ferth a terrific scweam, yellkng 


voice. 


= Aww 
eete least ott of Wing\ came forth and Ghd “tere you old stapcd 
near-sighted hag, Mere is your pair of glasses. I stole #%™™* 


from you one night and decided to play a joke on you. I Aa fer 


t¢-td 
knew all about those books." 


The old hag put on her pair of glasses and she saw that 
pe nts 
she was in her own room, and)directly in front of hez) were 


costumes‘ and went home. 
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The Man from Hell 


He had been to hell. He was saved in hell. He came 
face to face with /Yim Low¢ Wong, the Sa4tanoof the land of 
the dead. He came out of dee ott of darkness a newer and 2 
stronger person. . 

There it was, the strange apparition without a body. 
By the door. The boy saw it. He called out loudly. When 
they found him, he was on the floor, writbingrand moaning. 


as if there was : 
His face wad\drained of blood, and\his eyes an expaessen 


of SA ck such as people veer when thee hart SEEN A fearlee! pW Elias 4 Sone object Ge 
' fear of uaunuottered horrer, 


unatternoble Aonron... 
Now it was night. He had a dangerous fever. He tossed 


and moved. His face was burning hot, and the room seemed to 
be on fire. Then downward; downward. He was sinking. Toward 
the bottom of the earth. Darkness. Then coldness. What was 
this 2 : 
Wp t was the land of the dead. Suddenly he saw that 
(Pwas 

strange apparition again. There nm the dark corner. Quickly 
{t vanished away into the darkness. The boy was left alone 
in the silence of space. 

He heard the soft tinklings of many bells. Bseld-headed 

' a 
priests marched quietly by in solemn processions. Their faces 
were white and pale. | 
Com €) 

"Come, little boy,)follow me. J shall show you the way." 

Bewildered, astonished, the boy followed. He passed through 

‘ nr tavea Te 
many cempiieated corridors. At last he came to a great hall. 


Fire leapt back and forth. It was very hot. Ona high throne | 
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in the hottest part of the room sat "Yim Lowa Wong,” the 
satan of hell. Frightened, the boy looked up at him. The 
black face/ king shot him a piercing glance. ate 

"Why sre you here?" he demanded, "This is not place for 
a little boy. Get away:" 3 

The boy ran. Upward, upward, he began to ascend at a 
terrific pace. Soon aftebtsid he could distinguish a dim 
light. The heat and fired died down. He was cool and calm 
again. He opened his eyes. And he began to yell frantically 


for his mother... 


ad bean a if mm) \ 
He was a Sick boy. All his early life Wage seriesof 


land thrs Aad atl been baaght Atret_, 
illness/and age allel a cola Saw him too soon. 


ast 
It wa ae ii tn the village where he was born that no newly 


born babe could be seen by a stranger until a certain number 
was 


of days had passed by. If the baby Me seen by any stranger 
git was 
during these days of isolation, Wa 4@ doomed to suffer ¢€ 


$ forament i 
long period of hardship and torture. 


kact been) 
About forty-four years ago, there great excitement 


the Way Ly an 
in vas. when it became known that @ certain -woman was 


ag 

eine to give birth to a child. It was the expectant mother's 
wish to have a boy ohitd, for boys were highly regarded in 
those days. Late in the night it was born, and there was 


great rejoicing Slat the mother had given birth to a oe 


fhe greatest. 
The parents too precaution to prevent any 


mumler 


strangers from looking at the child until the proper 


of dsys had passed by. 
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owe 
On the fourth day after the birth of the ee gm 
entered the house and saw the baby. When it was discovered 
at last that the baby had been seen by a stranger, the parents 
were seized wrth the gneatest- Saol 
or the child. as if to prove the truth of 
era ao 
thi superstitious belief, the child ndsreveavons sickness 
after another. During his entire childhood he was never 


hay 
well physteatiy. He was thin# and underweight, His face /«4 


a sickl allor. ' 
possessed yy P Acvel, A jn Plammrsher, 
When he was six years old, he da skin trrtftation 


af 
which fan all over his legs, 


« This lingered 


RUA) Ad 
on for many years, antyafter ‘mes? ye eS years he recoverdéé, 
i's hea left Aco 
But s Weakened that he alisviet in to ome disease 


after another. 
ie) as as 
It was when he was #k# age ens he had that terrible 


dresm of going down to hell. 


Regularly he went with his father to the store where he 
0 
worked, and-tt—happened one day that he daught a cold which 


pln s7 
developed into a lingering and chronic case. During thise 


period of illness his hair began to fall. He had all the 
appearance of one who had been thpough a trying period of 
a famine plague. His face became still thinner until he looked 
like a skeleton with omty a thin layer of skin. Fortunately 
for him, he got better. 
the wey 

Then came that unforgettable day in his life | whieh he 
woxlol nover et, that Oxpersence 
eoutd—net forget. 2 Wh; was the dey that saved his life, So 


ALS 
he was told by everyone who hag ratchet Ak to his story of that 


fourn 


down to hell. 
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had cond — (at meh <— 
That day he went down to the store with his fathe 
While sitting in a chair, he felt drowsy, and he had # sinking 
sensation of falling into slumber. It was Bethe e seusnt that 
he saw the strange being without a body. That night he had tHe 
Were anus. He dreant\or golng down to the abyss of the 


earth to visit the land of the dead. When he awoke, he was 
tne nracadmah 

perspiring rapidly. Mireesteusly Mis fever wad; Zone the. 
next day. Then slowly his hair began to grow back. Ina 
few short weeks of resting in bed, he had gained back every 
pound that he had lost. Fully recovered, the old people in 
the village FRCS it was a good omen, and that the boy 
would never suffer illness again. 

However, when he was sixteen, he almost lost his life 
because of a Dy g Leasaglees of dysentery. He recovered from 
this serieus attack by buklac ebreies herbs which an old 


had +he shiphtes? 
man prescribed for him. Since then he haa never, experienced 


anymore illness, Platte ‘on 
er 
#ed 2s the man explained his story, "I did not want to 
haol e2en 
believe that jas ae beeen cei vane ce before a certain 


number of days had passed by, wasithe ecsuse of my ill healthquas due & Me fort 
one ars 
But sometimes no matter how skeptical we may be, we are inclined 


to think that perhaps after all those ola beliefs, eurteasly, 
Cunicushy enourh 
have, /Some foundation after all. There was another boy 1 knew 
on 
who suffered from sickness beesuse of identically the same 
hesitate fea A time fee Ins rh 


reasons. The old villagers would not fi#ech 


the illness ecing a chi'of 
bettefts enat Ga aes caused by a Ae Saw too soon." 


And So it © whey 
“was becanss of that dream that ot wel]. The fear 
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dar ven out of 
that he wxperiencedhad somehow ehesed the tllness from his 
| A 


body. 

"And perhaps it was not a dream after all," he Paeerry 
"perhaps it was really to hell that t meee It was such 
a vivid experience that I can still remember Pe heer about 
it; * 

When he was born he was given a name with 2 good meaning. 
But because of physical ailments, his name was changed to 
that of a girl, Pecueos ef his mother's wish. She was told by 
a fortune-teller that the whange of name would bring the boy 
back to health. 

The early life of the boy was spent in learning the 014 
classics. In his spare time he helped his father manage 
the farm. 

He came to America with a friend when he was but jest a 
young mane Here he worked and studded very hard. After many 


years in this country he went back to visit his parents. 


ThE 
There for the first time he met,msny new additions to the 
that hat beer born jn tne meanh'me”’ frm po 
famaly, There were five new members since,the time he left 


x Aes angel 
to the time he returned. Almost immédiately Jhis parents 
cn 2 a ‘ a a , 1% 
arranged a marriage between him and a neighborly girl, whth 
boar tn atten 
pai feet. The whote affetr was settled very quickly. 

The young husband brought his wife over here te l4yve, 
Arriving in this country, they were greeted by many old friends. 
The young wife had a hard time adapting herself to the 

stecpstreets of San Francisco, but she finally did manage 


to get used to them. 
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SI0b howre 
The husband and wife chose a moderate little heme in the 


heart of Chinatown. They furnished it with good buat not too 
expensive furniture. And so the their life in this new country © 
began. 

Almost immediately the young husband was given a position 
in\ food store. It was his duty ‘ae answer the phone and take 
down all orders which the customers desired. He wrote down 
all telephone purchases. These orders were filled out by 
other workers in the store who delivered them to the customers. 

Toward the end of the month all the books had to be gone 


Over, and during those few days, the young husband was busily 


pred at histask of adding sne—suatrecttr 
In those days food stores were operated in a very 
peculiar manner, “he—expieined, “The owner of the store 


ould 
tries to get as many customers as he ean to buy from hig 
(9 Tey, 
stesxe. The others do the sands Many bitter fights were 
fought because a customer stopped buying from a certain store 
and went over to trade at a different one. 
ood 
AThere was posivks in which to keep the customers from 
and hat wor for to é “ty 
trading elsewhere, Svesy-New-fear the store, donated gifts of 
chicken, duck eggs, and oyster sauce to the eutomers. These 
###6 cifts were the owner's appreciation of the customers’ 
trade for the year. Seme stores that did not do this lost 
many of their best customers. 


pete 


/The people who bought their food from the different 


wy in ther, allépiance— 
stores were strange They bought their food from a certain 


store because they knew the people there, and no matter how 


cheaply the other stores sold their goods, they wogld not buy 
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from them. Even today many people do this.\ 

This man is easy names. When he first went to school, 
he was given a school name which had a good meaning to it. 
‘hen he went into business, he used a business name. Then, 

Lketts his real neme which he does not use as much as his 
business one. 

“he reason why some Chinese people have such odd 


“ 


sounding names is because they are named with words that 


ae 


z 
have definite meaning? Even if the names do sound strange 


; jt Ar?Rr0ot malfer - oe 
in English, bney adexnet matte because stre-mes = that 
3 tefinrese—impo ath NnIivizZ, née—man aide Fer instance . 


the business houses have“nahes such as these: Million Prosper- 
ity Luck, Million Basiness Peace\ The Three Luck, Golden 
Luck Profit, and many others. Girls\as a rule are given 
names that have a connection with the #pt#Fdword beauty,or 
cefinected with names of flowers and fruits.” 

Today this man is still called by the girl's nsme which 
his mother gave him. Because he is known by that name to so 


many of his friends, he adopted it as his real name... 


Six children. Une of the children 


ed many years ago. The oldest child is ma e 
thet Petefel they ke 
Since the day that he saw the black face/king, the—man 
has never suffered any serious iliness outside of that attack 
y/ 
of dysentery. Becaitevak that it was the intense fright 


Whack 
thet made him well. ‘he old people in the village said to 


kKud Seen Aesrhined 
him, "If youlwers to stay down in that dark hole, you would 


Surely have died that night. But because your parents and 


herd 
you @re good and honest people, the black face) king chased you 


out ana made you well. Vtherwise, you would surely have died 
4 


». 
then. | Yin Laue We i the aelea 
Today, thanks to of hell, he is alive. de is 


not making a large amount of money, but enough to live on. 
His wife stays home and does all the cooking, and cares for 
the entire family. She is famed for her excellent cout! 
There is no one who can compete with her in making “gin dur,* 
otherwise xnewaes Chinese dough cakes, and “tong youen,™ 
Which resembles the former, patYnuch smaller and done in an 
entirely different method. (People Only make these foods on 
holidays ‘op bail decal apy bat ete vwonan makes them often 
because her aeens likes them. Often during weekends, she 
and her women friends gather at her house, and they make 
all sorts of fancy delicacies. 


Her husband, the man from hell, is today a man of the 


earth. He never dreams sbout that black faced/ king anymore. 


Ho 
poe that he never will. His “bot gee” whten ts the Chinese 
thot xe, his 


word—fer{horoscope tells him that when he is over fifty years 


| botame ous 
of age, he will steve prosperlMey. 


telly ever 
nl pelieve it,” he , "because many things have come 


true already." 
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"the Hag Whd Went to Hell r Gta tee 
byt — No. Six 
xe /OHours 
It was an ola shack, crumbled into small pieces of wood, 
that first attracted the attention of a group of boys. In this 
old shack there lived an old woman, and she was strange, so strange 
and odd, that the people often wondered and eheten a who she was. 
some said that she was once a sinner and that her life had 
not been the same since then. Some Said that she was a good woman. 
The group of boys$ known all through the town as a bad lot, decided 
One day to find out something about this old hage 
| This group of boys was run by a rep whose name was Wing. 
Wing was one of the worse boys in the town. His appearance was 
ugly and his face was full of red pémples and blackheads. He was 
an orphan. ‘fhe people in the little small town first knew about 
this wandering boy as a vagabondi He was seen wandering around the 
town doing nothing at all. No one bothered him because he was 
Such a fiery character. He was gaunt and tall, but his strength 
was like that of an ox. In this little country tow¥ where the 
population of the Chinese was about fifty, this wing boy lived. 
_ He was a bad influence to the other little boys of the town. 
When the other boys saw him, they were so scared of him that 
they did everything he told them to so. The mothers and fathers 
tried their best to keep their boys from associating with him, 
but it was almost impossible. 
Now one day when iiing and the group of boys were passing by 
this old shack of the hag, they stopped and stared at it. iiany 
times before they had pases by, but this time, since they had 
nothing to do, they st clasndhy aA immences\acuier! oh Webdrsidebs dyed sala antic 


going. But they never bothered her because the hag had an old dog 


that did his best to protect his master from harm. 
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This old hag was always sitting on the outside of the shack 


reading books. Wing was very anxious to find out what she was 
reading. This day he deetded thst he was going to find out. 

He and the group of boys approached the hut of the hag. He séid 
to one of the boys, "You keep careful watch over the dog, and I 
will go up to the old woman end take her book away. Remember, keep 
watch on the dog." 

So when he stopped in front of the woman's hut he said to 
her, “Today is a nice day, is it not?" 

The hag looked at him and did not answer. She continued 
reading. Wing said again, "It's a nice day?" The hag continued 
reading. Then Wing Yelled, "Listen you hag, what do you mean by 
not answering mes who do you think you are?" And he picked a 
stone up and threw it and break the window right over the head of 
the old hag. 

The dog saw that his owner was being molested and he jumped 
up and ran for Wing. The boy who was to take care of the dog 
was so afraid that he ran away. The old hag threw forth a verbal 
attack of strange sounds. And the boys found out that she could 
not talk very well. in fact what she said could not be understood 
at all. The dog ran forward and bit the leg of Wing. Then he 
growled and whined. By this time most of the Goys had run away 
as they were afraid of the dog. Wing was left alone. Since he 


could not combat the dog slone he too ran away. 


y 
He had a terrible cut on his leg. So he limped and staggered 

his way back to the town. He muttered, "those boys are all cowards, 

running away like that. Just wait till I get my hands on thea." 


And his face grew livid and mad. 
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The next day he saw the boy, who was supposed to take care 
of the dog while he was talking to the woman, on the streets. He 
said to him, "You, why did you ran away? The next time that you 
do that again, I am warming you, I will knock your teeth outs I 
am going to that old hag house again. And KE need yourhelpe” 

The little boy grew afraidbna he said timidly, "Honest, I 
won't do it again. I tell you, I won!t.” 

They parted anda each went on his way. ‘The little boy was 
glad that he escaped from Wing so easily. He expected to be given 
a terrific punishment by the older boy when he saw him coming down 
the road. 

Many days passed by and the group of boys didrnot have a 
chance to meat again. Meanwhile the o1d strange woman continued 
her reading. She sattout in the bright sunlight and read and read. 
The little brown dog sat by her side and watch over her. 

This old hag had sinned. How, she did not tell anyone. But 
since that day she said to herself that she would not have anything 
to do with men. She had lived alone since that day in the little 
house with her dog. 

This old hag was a terrible looking person. Her hair were 
white, but they appeared black because they were so dirty. Her 
face was browned by the long hours she spent outside in the sun. 
From afar she looked like an Indian of long ago. As long as no 
one bothered her, then she was calm and let people alone. But 
whenever anyone tried to make trouble to her, then her dog would 
do anything to protect her. However, sometime people brought her 
food and water and she accepted them. ‘The kind-hearted women of 


the town had pity on her and they tried to help her out. 
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The old hag had sinned. And now she was going to live a 
Gclean and decent life all over. In order to be purified she said 
to herself that she was going to become religious and read books 
that would her. She collected a group of these books 
and read them and reread them. 

As the yearshent by the old ppqeaut sexed a slight aberration 
of the mind. And she came.to believe that everything in these 
books were true. She believed that Wirgims wentito heaven and 
the pure sinnérs went to hell. Yo hell where they burned in fires, 
where their stomachs were cut Opened, and where spikes were poked 
throggh their stomachs. Ina certain chapter it said, "When the 
Sinner reached hell she could not see well. ‘he world was blurred 
and her vision was bad. She had sinned therefore, now she is suffer- 
ing. She saw familiar sights. But she could not make them out 
distinctly. She would never see well again. She hed sinned and 
She will suffer with her eyes." 

In another chapter it said, "She came to heaven and the gods 
came to welcome her. ‘they offered food and wine, and she became 
an angel. She was a virgin ,therefore, now she will be happy for 
the long days to come." 

The old hag devoured this material and she almost memorized 
them in her heart. All her spare time, she spent in reading thése 
religious books. She said to herself in a voice which she hergelf 
could understand since she talked in strange sounds, "I have become 
purified and when I die I will go to heaven. Go straight to heaven. 
There I will be happy. My sins will be forgotten there." And the 
days went by and she read and read. 


Now two weeks had passed by. And Wing called the group of 
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boys together again. He said to them, "This time we will surely 

get one of those books. We'must hot fsil. Iwill get it if I 

have to hurt the dog." And the boys saw that Wing was holding a great 
long stick in his hands. 

The group of boys started up the road thet led toward the old 
hag's house. Arriving there, they saw the old woman outside sitting 
in the sun snd reading the book. But before they reached the hut 
of the old woman, Wingehad taken out from a little hole in the 
ground a brand new twenty-two rifle. He said to the boys that he 
was going to use it on the dog if necessary. 

So now when he resched the hut of the o1d woman he was hold- 
ing the rifle in readiness in case the dog should come forward. 

The dog recognized him and he stood up and was ready to defend the 
hag, if necessary. Wing shouted to the hag, "Give us one lyonr books 
and we, 20 away peacefully. Otherwise I will make trouble to you.” 
Then Wing came forward and tried to take ofecof the books BWaYe 

The dog rushed out and before Wing had a chance to use his gun, he 
dripped it on the ground and the old hag picked it up. with this 
gun she began hitting Wing on the shoulder. Now the woman was 

als “aia the strength which was dormant in her now cametto life. 
This, combined with the fury of of the enraged dog proved too much 
even for the group of boys. 

Wing had lost his gun and he said to himself, "I am gokng to 
get it back." Now Wing had taken one of the strange books of the 
hag and since he cannot read, he was going to bring this book to 


8 man he knew and let him exovernV( to him. 


That day he took the book to the man he explained that it 


was a book on heaven and hell. He explained a few pages to Wing. 
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Now the morning dawned. The hag woke up and she found her- 
self in a strange world. She grew afraid. Por what she saw was 
just what she read not so long ago about the woman who went to hell 
and how her sight was suffering because she buadyaree eng hag 
looked around and the place was Strangely familiar. She heard her 
dog barking, bat she could not see him distinclly. Zhen she grew 
afraid and she wondered to herself what had happened to her. She 
Said to herseIf, "Am I dead and 4m 1 in hell right now? Bat I 
have not sit sincé that day so long ago. But I could not be dead.” 
Then she felt herself all over and she found herself to be & com- 
plete person. She sat down on a littlw stool ana wondered for 
8 long time. ‘The dog, which she coulda not see very clearly, barked. 
And the hag immediately gat up. Yes, she remembered now. She should 
not have struck the boy on the shoulder. In the books it saia that 
anyone who hurt a child would be punished when he died. 

But the old hsg could not belkeve that she was desd. ‘he plsce 
where she was now, was very Strange, yet it appeared to be very 
familiar. "Ah," she murmured, "I should not have struck the boy. 
it know now that I have done wrong. But it is too late. I an dead 
and now I am in hell. All this time that I Spent was to purify 
myself and now this has to happen. Woe is come to me. Noe is come 
to me.” And she fell down on the bed and cried and sobbed. She 
lgy on her bed for hours. Soon there was a ait ght knocking on the 
door. The old hag was afraid to open it as she was afraid it might 
be a devil or something. She hestitated. A hollow voice of a boy 
Game ringing through the doorway. "Open, or I shall break the door 
down. Open.” 


Fumbling her way over the hardwood floor, the old hag came 
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forth and opened the door. When she saw the person standing in 
the threshold. Ber heart missed a beat. There in front of her was 
the young man whom she beat yesterday. The boy said in a hollow 
Wolee, "I am a spirit and I shall haunt you forever." He wished 
to continue but the dog rushed fdruard and tried to bite the boy. 
The o14 hag stopped the dog, since she knew she was in a tight 
spot. The dog obeyed the woman and he went back to his corner 
growling and watching carefully. "You are dead and the devils 


will dome and take you soon. Your stomach Will be ripped open 


and your intestines will flow out. ‘You will rot away slowly and 


you will become ashes. ‘Tana spirit and I will haunt you forever. 
Forever and forever, you old hag. forever." And he touched the 
Old woman with a cold icy hand. 

| _'By now the old hag, with the aberrated mind, was in a fit. 
She trembled and she quivered. She said, "I know I am not suffer- 
ing for my sins of long ago. But I am suffering for what I did 
to you. Forgive me, forgive me." Then the boy touched her again 
and she felt the cold icy hand. ‘Then he said, "I will come again 
and again and haunt you today." Then he closed the door silently 
and went down the steps. 

Now the mind of the hag was whirling like the propellor of 

an airplane. She could not think straight. "Are all these years 


that I spent in purifying myself to come to an end like this?" 


Then in the table she saw those familiar books she ased to read. 


she took them and tore them into pleces. Then she tored her hair 
and she went around the room and smashed whatever that happened to 
be in her Way. @hen she came across the gun that Wing dropped 


while he was running away from the dog the other day. 
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She was going to pick it up and smash it to pbheces snd then 
she remembered the spirit of the boy. If he should come back and 
See it, then it would be too bad for her. So she took the gun and 
hid in under a big heavy box on the corner. She was surprised as. 
She had a box just like that in her own house. And now here in 
hell, in a place that resembled her house very much, there was 
this box. She hid the gun under the big box and covered it up with 
a lot of heavy paper. She wasted a long time looking for the paper 
because her sight wad ‘biReted because she had sinned. Gathering 
the paper all together, she covered the gun ap very well. 

Then there was a knock at the door. The hollow voice of 
the boy came bellowing through. "The devils are here. Prepare 
yourself for @issection. We are ready." Then coming through the 
door, the old hag saw rather indistinctly a group of boys that 
appeared to be like devils. She saw horns and tails on the devils 
and she was afraid. This time the devils had the dog tied on the 
little corner. And the dog barked and barked. "I am going to 
dissect you and drain your blood out." Saying this the boy, who 
was the spirit of Wing, took hold of a long knife. ‘he o14 hag 
mattered and yelled, "No. No. Don't do it. I do anything you say 
only don't cut me up." But before she could say anymore she felt 
something poked her and then the boy drew up a bowl of red liquid 
and said to her, "Here, put your hand in this, red hot blood. Here 
feel it." Although the woman could not see well she saw the red 
liquid. She felt cold all of sudden and her fear became so great 
that she could not talk. 

In a corner she saw fires burning. ‘he boy said, "We will 
burn your intestines and your liver and your organs. Ha, ha. ie 


Will barn all of you." 
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The old woman became & shivering maniac. She uttered sounds 
but was unable to influence the devils in what they were goigg to 
do with her. The eyes of the hag stood out like white balls of 
dead fish. And chills ran up and down her spine. she was so afraid 
now that she could not speak. She sat in her little stool, frozen 
stiff like ice in the cold chilly wintee. She was a maniac now. 
Time and time again she tried to utter sounds, but speech was 
powerless to her now and she knew it. 

fhe devils danced around her and once in awhile they poked 
her with the lone Shapp forks they were holding in her hands. 

There were tears in the old hag's eyes and she had a more difficult 
time trying to see clearly now. ‘The devils chanted and hummed 


and they wailed and they shouted. The mind of the hag was all 


‘cOnfused. She thought, "I have died. Now, sm I to die another 


Beetns I should not have struck the boy. I shonlad not have 


struck the boy." fnen one of the devils pull up long organs of 


_intestines,;and showed them to the hag. "hese are yours, are they 


sie et HS lS ta 


not? look at them. They no longer belong to you. They are’) going 
to be burned. Do you see this? fhis is your stomach. But it 
mo longer is. It too is going to be burned. Ha. Ha." The hag || 


Closed her eyes. She did not look. She could not look. There 


Was & sisk feeling in her body. From the other side of the room 


the odor of burning flesh or burning papers came to the nostrils 
of the hag. The old hag wondered why she did not die now, Mast 


She die so slowly? She could not stand it. But she knew she would 


have to die a slow painful death becanwe the books said so. Now 


“she regretted having read those books. 


She kept her eyes closed and did not dare to Open them. 
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teh dog in, the. corner was haveing ana barking. He 


d then he yelped. . Bat no one paid any attention to hia. 


he devils went over ve him and gave him a stroke on the 


th heavy ptloks Then i dog Silent down and cowered in 


Bea tei. ksi ok bark anymore. 


She tanea. "I am suffering with my eyes. Just like the ik i 
“woman in that book. JI am in hell. and I am suffering all the torture aa 
that oshe suffered. ‘he people who wwote those books certainly : ie 
knew what they were writing ebout. I,suffer. I suffer." AI 
» 99, ®hen the hollow voice of. the boy came to her ears... "I want 
eu band Give me my guns If I,do not have;it; then. I will cut ie 
a your h | Givenme my gun." And with great difficulty the oe 

: a 


AN 
/ Woman answered, "[Tehave not) your.gun.; I have not.it.” 
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mat She said to herself, "Ihave suffered so far, I might just 


ie ) 


“then the hollow. voice of the, boy said, "Come devils, we 


Tomorrow we will have. more tortures 


ee ee tortures." And the group of devils 


Sour eieees.” 
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her stomach had been taken out or not. 

All this time that the dévils went away, the hag lamented 
and repented. 

she moaned and she talked to herself. She was crying in 
9 most pitiful tone and her wailing came out into the quiet coun- 
try air. The dog barked and barked. Feeling her way over the 


room, the old hag went over and untied the dog. He came up and 


pte face. ‘Then holding the dog in her aras she eried and 
cried. Despite the fact that the old hag's stomach and intestines 
were taken out of her, she did not feel any pain. But she felt 
blood all over her. Wet bhood. 

Then taking the dog in her arms she Slowly made her way to 
the bed and she lay on it. She was too tired and too afraid now 
to worry anymore about the spirit and the devils. Let them come 
back, she didnot care amymore now. Let them kill her, she did not 
mind. Only why must she suffer such slow painful tortures, 

And in her bed she lay and slept untik the barking of the 
dog woke her up again. ‘Then she got up and was surprised that 
she was not very weak. Seeling a little tired she went out and 
sat down. She looked over the land and saw some indistinct objects 
in the far distance. ‘To her, they looked like trees. What Shey 
were she @id not know. ‘The heat from a burning object far away 
gave her strength and hope. She sat in the open air for a long 
time. A very long time. 

Then she thbught back of all Shp things that she had done 
these many years. Maehae the day she sinned so long ago had 
something to do with this suffering today. But she worried and 
worried all the time. 
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The afternoon wore One The hours passed. The dog barked. 
The hag worried. 

then the night came. ‘The old hag went bo bed and she 
Slept an Qninterrupted Sleep, caused by exhaustion end fear. 

The morning dawned grayyand cloudy. 

The old hsg was surprised that she was Still alive. The 
weather was bad and she had an @ven more difficult time in trying 
to see. She heard the tickling of a clock. She woke up and 
all hhrough the morning she did nothing more than just sitting 
down and thinking. 

then there was the knocking at the door. A voice said, "We 
are back. lie are coming, old hag. Prepare for your tortures." 
Then the door opened and the devils and the boy entered. Immediate- 
ly the chanting started. And the devils danced around and around 
the old woman. ‘The dog watched on. This time he did not come 
forth and cause¥ any trouble. He yenhaboreanthat was delivered to 
him by one of the devils. So he Stayed in his corner little caring 
what all the fantastic doing {a about. 

There were many huge elaborate spikes which the devils were 
holding in their long é¢haw-like hands. And once in awhile they 
waved them up and down. And one of them pricked the old hag 
with one of them. She yelled, "Leave me alone. Leave me alone." 
But the devils continued jumping ane dancing and moving around and 
around. 

And one of the devils started a fire ana said, "Today we 
Will all see you burn. The ray is almost ready." Then the 
Spirit said, "Give me a gun. ‘The gun that I left." fhe hag said, 
"I have not vet it." Then the spirit said, "“P¥eface yourself to 
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be thrown into the fire.” 

Then the group of devils caught her and carried her around 
the room. And they let the heat of the fire warmed her. 

The spirit said again, "Where is my gun?" Now the old hag 
was scare&t almost to death and she went over to the big box and 
from the bottom drew the gun out and tle ae to the boy. 

Then she heard the merry laughter of boys. Real down-to- 
earth boys. ‘The the boy, who was supposed to be the spirit, said, 
"Here you old near-sighted hag. Here is your pair of glasses. I 
stole it from you one ntght and decided to play a joke on you. 1 
know about those books.” 

Then the old hag put on her pair of glasses and she saw that 
She was in her own home. And there in front of her was Wing and 
the group of boys dressed up like devils. 

The group of boys came out and Wing said, "I guess Bk we 
torture her enough. ie better leave her alone now." Then the 


group of boys took off their fantastic caseme and went home. 
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. rewrite story — Homeward Journey Jon Lee 


ee | At last the spring came once sagain, and in the spring of 
that year the long awaited journey home arrived once more. 
To Tommy who had been patiently waiting, this day was an im- 
portant event, for he was to make his homeward journey. 

The green fields stretched far over the horizon, and the 

leaves of the green trees were beautiful in this day of spring. 
Golden sunshine bathed the air, and the Pyeanheet and cleaness 
of this day were indeed wonderful to Tommy. It was a perfect 
day to start for his beloved home, a home which he returned 
evefy year on this certain day, and he was all prepared to 
start his second journey home. 

He came out into the open air, and noticed the freshness 
of spring, the green grass, and the really golden poppies, 
glimmering in the sunlight. He walked softly over the brown roads, 
good solid earth, once so dear to him. The very earth which he 
once himself, when mortal, used to wander and play on. 

How good it is to walk on solid earth again, he said to 
himself. 

Tommy walked on the brown roads, and tears began to well 

in his eyes when he thought back two years ago on that fatal 
night when he was killed so suddenly. 

It all came back to him,like a dream, so far away, so 
apart, but still clear and precise indeed. 

He remembered the girl, his friends Cary and Dick, the 
doctor's office, his suffering, his sister liartha, his father 
and mother. It was on this same day two years ago that it 
happened. How could he forget that day, that tragedy. 


Poor mother, Tommy said, she would never forgive me for 


(2) 


what I did. 

He remembered he was eighteen then, young, alive in 
the world, happy, little realizing the tragic conswquence of 
one night of pleasure, one night, one moment, one fatal moment. 
to him, loving the girl, in her arms, feeling her warmth, 
her lips, the tingling sensation when he kissed her then. 

He did not know it would happen. But he was a young 
boy then, in fact a man, seeking the companionship of the 
other sex, only & natural occurence, something that most men 
and boys did. 

It all happened the night he came home from school, and 
Cary, one of his closest friends said to him, Listen, Tommy, 
come with us tonight. You'll be all right, nothing's going 
to happen you you. I come ana call you tonight. 

He remembered he did not answer, he never did anything 
like that before. True, hd had thought of girls, often in 
his day drdaging, but not in that way, he conld not. 

What do you say? Cary demaned again. 

I don't know, Tommy had answered then. 

Aw, come on. Don't be afraid. 


Tommy remembered that he consented. All evening he 


‘began to feel afraid, afraid of the new adventure before him, 


his first contact with women intimately. Atidinner his mother 
said, Why, Tommy, are you ill? You're not eating much. 

Tommy answered then, No, mother. I'm all right. 

That evening Cary and Dick came. Cary said, Does your 
mother know where you're going? 


I told her I am going to the show with you boys. 
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Got any money? 

Yes. 

The three boys went down the street, and then turned into 
a dark alley, away from the main street. 

Tommy remembered then his fear, his bewilderment at what 
he was about to do, his lying to his mother. Cary noticed his 
uneasiness. 

Say, what's the eatene with you? This is nothing to be 
afraid of. Look at Dick here, he comes often to thesd places. 

Tommy walked with the boys, in a dreamy state, imagining 
how it would happen, how {it would end. He shuddered. 

The three boys came before a house, a sort of boarding 
house, with many rooms. ‘Tommpvhestitated for amoment, having 
Weerdées keel re +0 ron away, to be apart, alone from here. 

His heart seemed to grow cold, having no longer the desire to 
think of girls, or to love them, even if they take money for it. 

He followed Cary and Dick in, his heart beating wildly. 

When Tommy saw the girls, he had a strange feeling, 

a fecling he never had before. something inside him gripped 
him, and he felt sick. 

The girl sat on his lap, with her warm bare arms around 
him. 

I never saw you here before, handsome. 

fommy said, No. I-I never came here before. 

Oh, I see, the girl said. 

He felt awkward, not knowing what to say, how to act, 
feeling lost, strange, ashamed suddenly. 

fhe girl on his lap bent down and kissed him full on the 
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lips. Tommy felt hot, warm, intoxicated with this girl. she 
kissed him again, and suddenly Tomny grapped her, holdkng her 
tight, pressing his lips on her red mouth. 

then all that happaned. ‘The soft hands, the warmth of her 
body, her eyes, lips, he remembered it all. 

When he came down and rejoined his companions he was hot 
and warm. ‘he cold air outside cooled him a little. 

Cary said, Well, how was it? 

Tommy said, All right, I guess. 

Cary laughed, and Dick smiled. 

All the way home Tommy knew that he would never be himself 
again. He had stone something sinful, something vulgar, some- 
thing he did not like. But it happened just like that, and 
there was nothing that he could do. His thoughts brought 
the picture of the girl to his mind again and again, seeing 
her lips, her legs, all the filth, the ugliness, the uncleaness 
of the whole thing. 

In bed that night he dreamt, a fusion of girls and kisses. 

After a restless night, he woke wp tired and exhausted 
in the morning. He washed himself and came down to breakfast. 

His father and sister had finished, only his mother was 
at the table. 

Did you enjoy the show last night? his mother demanded. 

Yes, £t was fine. 

His voice sounded so strange shat Tommy was startled. 
He did not feel like talking at all, being tired, listless. 


He went to his room. It was Saturday fortunately, and there 


was no school for hin that day. From his window he looked down 
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upon the city, ugly to him now, dirty and unclean. It still 
was the same city he used to know, the same people, the same 
houses, but something was changed, he himself was changed, 
his thoughts were unclean and fithy. Tommy was miserable, 
worried, troubled. 

His sister Martha was playing downstsirs, and the sweet music 
so quiet and holy filled the whole house. Martha sang in an 
angelic voice, and for one brief moment Tommy saw the flowers, 
the birds, the trees. ‘Then the music stopped, and the picture 
of the girl, the dark night, his two companions came into his 
mind. Somehow it all bothered him. Why he did not know. 
Perhaps everyone felt like that the first time. 

Tommy felt like crying, wishing he had not gone with Cary 
and Dick. Tommy continued starimg out the window, feeling 
lost and lonely in his weariness. 

His mother came upstairs, and said, Tommy, is there 
something wrong? You're not looking well today. 

Nothing, mother, Tommy said, I'm just a little tired. 

The whole day Tommy stayed in his room, having no desire 
to go out, no wish to do anything. He was sick in body and mind. 

fhe days passed by, and Tommy saw Cary and Dick often. 

They often spoke about going again. Tommy had paid no attention 
to their talk. Somehow he felt he could never go again. 

Then one day, many months after he had forgotten sbdout the 
incident, he felt sick. He had never felt well since that 
day, but now something was happe\ning. He felt a itchy feeling 
all over his body, and he had a desire to scratch himself all 


over. Then his neck developed some red scars, ugly and un- 
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comfortable. Then Tommy realized suddenly what happened. de 
had contracted a terrible disease. How could he tell his mother? 
Or his father? 

The days passed by, and Tommy found it necessary to quit 
school for a few meeks. At this time his father and mother 
had learned the truth. 

Tommy remembered when he appreached his mother and told 
her. She stood there, unable to say anything. Yet she did 
not condemneat all. All she said was, You must take care of 
yourself. You must see a doctor at once. 

Tommy had a feeling of heaviness in his heart. He would 
not do anything to hurt his mother, his mother whom he always 
had loved and respected. But it happened, and that was that. 

Mrs. Allan kept her hurt fe@lings to herself, treating | 
Tommy as though he was not sick, talking to him, doing nothing 
to embarrass him at all. 

Cary and Dick in the meantime had discovered what was 
wrong with their friend Tommy. 

Cary said to him one day, I'm so sorry Tom boy. 

Tommy did not answer, suddenly hating Cary, and wh&t he 
had led him into. | 

Tommy remembered the day he visited the doctor, sit ting 
there in the office, ####A## feeling embarassed, ashamed, growing 
red in the face when the doctor came out. 

The doctor said, You should be careful of yourself from 
now on. In the more serious stages great complication might 
arise. Then sometimes it is too late to do anything that would 


help. 
Tommy felt a pang of sudden fear in his heart. Y’erhaps 
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he might even die. 

Coming out in the street, he felt as though lost in a 
dream, lost in the ugliness of the earth, the tragedy of the 
thing. One little moment of bliss, and this was the result. 

He walked on, forgetting the people, the city, lost in 
his wanderings, his thoughts back to the girl, her lips; and 
the night, the way it all happened. 

I don't want to die, oh, God, why must it happen to me? 
It was my first time, why must I suffer? Oh, God, make me well 
agains Tommy felt the hot tears in his eyes then. 

Suddenly he heard someone shouting, a voice from far 
away, Look out! A dark object loomed like a giant in front 
of him. His head reeled, and bright stars appeared before his 
eyes. Then darkness, and he passed away, that Lonely to the 
land beyond. 

It ell came back to Tommy now, this fine Spring morning, 
feeling the freshness of spring. Tommy was aneeae going home, 
to his mothe and and his sister Marha, He wondered about 
Martha. She was not looking well the last time he sew her, 
her face was gloomy, pale, and she looked sick and weak. 

Tommy walked silently over the the brown roads. Soon he 
will be home. 

Now I am going home, Tommy thought, and tears dropped on 
the dewy grass, for Tommy was making his homeward journey. He 
passed silent as a breath, walking toward his home. 

Tommy noticed the green trees, the leaves, the golden 
flowers, growing and breathing in this day of spring, laughing 
in the sunshine, alive and breathing, and Tommy felt himself 
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alive and breathing too. Two long years since he died, but 
he was making his homeward journey. He came upon the city, 
his city, the place he livéd in when mortal. Gliding through 
the street he came apon his very home, the flowers were in 
bloom. There wes peace and quietness. 

Tommy felt a sob in his throat, and that moment he felt 
the tears gushing out of his eyes, dropping, feeling so alone, 
sick in heart and mind, desiring once more to hold hés mother 
close to him. | | 

He entered the familiar steps, slowly, feeling every 
step, every momement, remembering ag&in, it was here that I 
used to sit with Martha, it was here. 

He heard footsteps in the roomk and he heard his mother's 
voice. She entered the room, and Tommy went forwerd and touched 
her hair. 

Mother, he said. 

But Mrs. Allan did not hear, dad not notice. Then Tommy 
remembered. She could not hear him, not now. 

Tommy saw hés mother crying, and then his father entered 
the room, and there was great sadness in his eyes. 

The poor dear, he said, the doctor hag given up all 
hope for her life. She does not know it. 

Mr. Allan blinked his eyes. 

First Tommy was taken away from us, now Martha is... 

Tommy saw his mother broking in hysterical tears. Mr. 
Allan was trying his best to keep his tears back. 

Mrs. Allan said, Henty, there could be a little hope, isn't 


there’ She will get well, wouldn't she? There was a tremor 
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in her voice, and Tommy heard it, and he felt sad. 

Tommy knew then that something was happening to Martha, he 
could feel it in the very air, a feeling of desolation ana 
weeping. . 

He enteged the room where Martha was, and a sickness in 
the air came to his nose, and there he saw Martha, pale and fragile 
as a wilted flower, very white, changed so mach, that Tommy 
could not recognize her for a moment. 

Tommy went closer and saw Martha moving back and forth 
as though in great pain. She coughed now and then, SiSSE553 
clenching her fists, having great difficulty, her thin body 
Shaken with fright and sickness. Tears well in her eyes, tears 
caused by the terrific pain while coughing so furiously. The 
nurse came forward with a glass of medicine. 

Here, take this. 

Marthe took the medicine, and felt better. 

fhe doctor came in. 

Miss Smith. 

Yes? 

The doctor whispered softly, Keep careful watch over the 
patient. I feel so sorry for her. 

Tommy heard this, and he yelled out, You must save her, 
you mustn't let her die. Oh, doctor, you must$ 

Then Tommy remembered himself. They could not hear him. 

Tommy went to the bedside. 

Martha, you must get well. Mother and father would be 
So lonely if you go away too. 

But Martha turned and tossed on her pillow. 


For two hours tommy stayed in Martha's room, weeping and 
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orying softly. Once in awhile Marthe would mutter sogething 
quietly. The doctor came to her bedside. 
The fever is rising, Miss Smith, phone the hospital and 
inform them to send an ambulance at once. Hurry! 
All right doctor. 
The nurse took up the telephone and dialed the number. 
The line is busy, doctor. 
“hone again, but hurry! 
The nurse phonedagain. 
An ambulance is coming right away. 
Dr. Mills sst down beside “artha, feeling her pulse 
carefully. iiartha was white and pale, and a look of death 
came into her face, a look of the end of Suffering, peaceful 
and yet frightening. 
Dr. Mills said, Miss Smith, I think you better call the 
mather and father up. I'm afraid it is too late to wait for 
the ambulance. 
the nurse came quietly down the staars, 
‘Mr. Allan, and you too, Mrs. Allan, the doctor want both 
of you upstairs right AWAY. 
Mrs. Allan was trembling, What's the matter? Did something 
happen? 
Please come now, the nurse answered, and then disappeared 
upstairs. 
Martha darling, are you all right? Mrs. Allan was weeping. 
ilother, I feel so weak... lisrtha's voice was hardly audible. 
I feel so tired...her voice died away. 


toom heard his mother cried out, Doctor, Come quickly! 
Dr. Mills said, She's gone. Mrs. Allan put her head on 
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the bed and cried. Tommy cannot control himself, and he broke 
into weeping. 

The room was silent, no one spoke. 

Martha came and up and said, Tommy, where did you come 
from? I'm so glad to see you. 

You know, Martha, Tommy said, 1 didn't recognize you when 
1 saw you so thin and frail on the bed. 

I've been sick, Martha said, ana I always knew that some- 
day 1 shall join you. 

Martha sobbed and cried, looking at her corpse. 

Martha, there's no use in crying now, Tommy said, 1 am 
glad for you, for you are well at last. ‘You do not have to 
suffer anymore. 

- But Martha kept on crying. 


Tommy told her, You must not weep no more. You are free 


from pain and suffering now. We could always come back and visit 


our house. We could be happy together. 

Then his sister Martha smiled, and Tommy was eased. 

He led Martha by the hand, and they came downstairs. 
They saw their mother and father on the far corner of the room. 
Mrs. Allan was weeping. Mr. Allan was very quiet. 

Tommy said, Martha would you play one more song for me# 

What song, Tommy? 

Something sweet. He thought awhile. 

Shubert's Serenade. 

Martha began playing, and Tommy listened to this sweet 
song, which he had not heard for so long a time. Martha 


commenced to sing in a sweet and quiet voice, like an angel. 


Tommy looked at his father and mother. 
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They sat there like statues. 

Will they be happy again? Tomny wondered. 

Martha sang, and her song was beautiful, a song of farewell, 
farewell to her home, her mother and father. When she finished, 
Tommy said, Beautiful, ilartha. 

And Martha was pleased. Thus did the two Say farewell to 
their beloved home. 

Martha followed Yommy into the noisy streets. She felt the 
Sunshine on herself, and the spring air flowed through her. 

She said, Nature is grand and glorius. Tommy smiled. 

Martha, we are going home, to our new home. 

And Tommy was making a homeward journey, only Martha was 
with him now. they bated the noisy streets and came upon 
the countryside. Martha saw the green fields over the horizon. 
She saw the trees, the grass and the flowers. ‘The two walked 
Silently tow#rd the horizon. They wandered Onward, onward. 


fhe trees threw forth long, dark Shadows, and the city 


lights glittered in the distance. Two shadows continued, walking, 


Tommy and Martha, to their new home overtthe horizon so far away. 


oo * rewrite story © Temperature 3 Jon Lee ; 


It was the torrid heat of the warm Sahara...the hotness 


of the burning equator...the fires of red hell... the zip 
of strong pepper...the taste of tabasco...the steam in a 
furkish bath...and the temperature of hot and dry weather. 
there were dead faces, blue, white, weird, and odd. There 
were strange persons, tall, eerie, short and frightful. ‘There 
were voices, loud, soft, moaning, amd whispering. ‘There were 
nightmares about camels, devils, trees, desert sand, and 1 
odd and peculiar things. 
it was a small and cold room, the wallpapers browned by 
the age of timeless days. The bleak and barren walls had 
a picture without a frame, the electric lights were dimmed, 
and he, the boy, was turning and tos sing uncomfortably. 
The white Sheet in the bed...the pillow so high...the 
bottle of cough medicine...the hot water bag...the nurse so calm... 
the doctor speaking in a soft voice...the mother softly crying... 
the fever rising, rising...he, the boy, suffering, dreaming 
fantastic dreams. 
He turned in his bed, his body hot and warm...the fever was 
is rising rapidly, dangerously. 
Out of a blur and timeless nowhere, hé distinguished the 
sound of running water in the Sink, the crying of his sister, a 
@oor being opened, then Bhut. fhe lights dimmed into foggy 
nothingness, the white sheet faded away, the room turned and whirled 
{ and he, the boy, turned with it. A strong fire seemed to be 
a burning inside of him, scorching him with biting claws. 


"Oh, doctor, is he all right?" A weird white face. "Oh, 


doctors" Then another face, odd and strange. "Is he..." Another 
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face. The room caught fire immediately, burning with quick 
cutting flames, spreading with incfeasing pace all over the 
house, eating its way into the furnitures and walls. The 
walls were burning, the dry burning smoke crawling up Dan's 
nostrils. He woke with a sudden start, saw the red fi&ames 
jumping, and dancing all over. Dan coughed, and hastily put 
on his robe. It was three o'clock in the early dawn, but it 
was black night outside. 

The fire spread rapidly over the house, eating with 
Bbarning tongues of flames all thet stood in its way. Everyone 
in the house woke up, and ran quickly outside, choking and 
coughing furiously. With a sudden start Dan remembered his dog 
Tarzan, and he hear@ the dog barking loudly from upstairs, 
yelping loudly for help. Dan went up the burning stairs, 
two steps at a time. The stairs collapsed right then, and 
Dan was caught. There was no way of escape. Dan shapped out 
the fire that was burning his dog to death, and the dog barked 
loudly, thanking Dan for saving his life. 

Dan rushed to the back window, the fires leaping on all 
sides of him, yelling loudly for help. And out of the loneli- 
ness of that black night, nothing moved or breathed. 

The dark gg#ay smoke was like a thick and unpenetrable 
blanket, stwong and sturdy. Dan choked, and he was not able 
to breathe, the flames burning closer, the smoke getting 
into his eyes and nose. 

Dan yelled again. No answer. Where was everyone? Where? 


He heard the loud crackling of the fires, the timbers and 


beams diminishing into red hot embers. 
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Tarzan whined, then died in his hands, and Dan was choking. 
His voice caught in his throat, like a trap, and Dan slumped 
down on the floor, thorapphly weakened bg the smoke and fire. 
The roaring fire rushed close to him, the licking flames bit 
him. His flesh became black and he became ashes, red hot ashes, 

Turning, tossing, he suddenly felt strange, a peculiar 
strangness of being lost, being out of place, nowhere. Through 
@ hazy remembrancdéd he saw the fire, his dog Tarzan. He looked 
around him, and saw miles of endless desert sand, white and 
smooth like whipped cream. Just a plain sea of unending desert, 
nothing else to preak this limiteQless sea of sand. 

The Arabs crowded around him, the camels looked at him 
with almost humanlike eyes. Faces blurred into the camels. 
Camels looked like persons he knew. Then the image was gone, 
away somewhere. 

The white robes of Arabs flowed in graceful movements, 
the buildings of the Arab town was white, like the robes they 
were wearing, and the jet black face of the people stood out. 
prominently against their white robes. 

Men wandered this way and that, everythimg confused and 
apart, and the strangeness that Dsn felt was like a nightmere, 

a dream of being lost in the universe of time. 

The Arabs were preparing to go across the white sea, the 

warm desert, and Dan found himself walling along with them. 

The hot sun blazed down, and the wind was scorching hot. 

The caravan started slowly, traveling its slow and dfeary 

way across the desert of the dead. Dan trod onward, steadjgly, 


but still forever trodding, walking, running. What seemed 
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like years dragged into centuries of untimeliness. 

The faces of black Arabs...the fire...Tarzan...the white 
desert...fires engines roaring, syaching water...where? or 
where?...the hot desert...Arabs...Tarzan...fire...Dan was 
confused...mized up...foregetting...remembering suddenly. 

Completely tired and thoroughly exhausted Dan fell 
down on the desert floor. The torrid heat of the burning 
send seeped right through his clothes. squirming and trying 
desperately to raise himself up, Dan found that the Arabs 
Bad unexpectedly disappeared into up do's far away. He was 
lost in the ocean of sand. The wind grew increasingly hot, 
burning and flaming, so hot that Dan could almost not stand 
it ai all. suddenly the hot wind grew in velocity, howling and 
moaning like the tragic voice of a lost ship in the stormy 
sea, Mteveine and struggling its way to safety. The desert 
sand swirled into the gushing sir. Dan was caught in the 
middle of the storm , the hot sand and wind burned him like 
darting tongues of fire, piercing and sharp like a blade. 

The thick fog of flying sand made it difficult to see 
ahead. Time and again, Dan felt as he was about to suffocate 
to death. His throat felt parched and extwemely dried. The 
storm fought along with incré@ased fury. Then ss sudden as it 
started, it broke down, then it was gone, like a dream. 

Palm trees loomed in front. Dan rushed forward, but he 
never seemed to reach it, the trees receding farther and farther 
away. Despite his fatigued condition, Dan ran, but he never 
reached the trees. He was panting for preath, and he was weak 


and dazed beyond endurance. 
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Dan felt himself slipping into sleep...tarzan barked... 
the dates of the palm trees...running very fast...the Arabs... 
the camels...he was lost, lost where?...the hot sand...the 
storm...the darting tongues of fire...he was weak, sleepy. 

He drowsed away...and the soft music of guitars came to 
his ears, and beautiful senoritas came before his wearied eyes. 
Great and tall palm trees lined the streets. The sun was 
Shining very brightly. Dan saw many men with huge sombero 
gna highly colored shawls singing, and playing their instruments. 

Peppy music flowed out into the street from the sidewalk 
cafes. A swaying dance was in progress, pre this way 
and that, fiery and peppy songs echoing from the throats of 
the lusty singers. Dan felt hot, very hot suddenly. de 
ordered a glass of water, but when he drank it, it was like 
a hot glass of tabasco. He was very hot and warm. 

Then the Arabs came again...across the endless sea of 
desert...the fires in the house burning rapidly...the water 
splashing in the sink...the desest storm dying down...the 
senoritas with the full breast...the glass of tasbasco... 
songs and rumbas...the hotness of the equator... he was 
peffectly uncomfortable. He was burning. 

Then Hades came into view. Veird strange devils came into 
view, rushing and chanting in peculiar ecstasy, dancing around 
and around, moaning their song of death. kKed devils with 
horns, black devils with pointed toes, long tails. They 
chanted, "Death. Death. Death. To you, and you and you.” 

Death to him, to Dan, and a sudden chill stormed through him. 


Dan was afraid, feeling very strange. 
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Dan writhed and twisted around, but he delt himself 
burning rapidly, quickly, burning and burning. 

ihe guitars of the dancers...hips swaying back and forth... 
the desert sand...Tarzan bearking...the palm trees...running 
faster..ethe trees going back and back...the wind howling in 
the storm...black devils, red devils...death...death to you, 
and you...to Dan...to him...ha...ha...not mée...no...-damn the 
devils...ha...Dan writhed and twisted all around. He was 
burning. 

Then the Amazon jungles leered into view...sawage faces. 
They peered suspicbously from behind thick bushes. Naked 
warriors flitted back and forth. Mosquitoes swarmed 311 around, 
hamming and stinging. Drums...spears.-painted faces...ghastly 
and completely ugly. 

the baack savage: leader came forward, grapped Dan with 
a strong and @pfaay sturdy arm, hurled him into a big bowl 
of boiling water. Dan felt himself elnking...inthe abyss of 
of the deep dark cavern. 

Then the voice of tarzan barking for help...his room was 
on fire...his father and mother munning out of the burning houS@eece 


Ani 
water splashing in the the sink...firemen climbing her and there... 


falling pieces of wood burning...the caravan going across the cityee. 


the camels with human eyes..ehe saw them far away...now he 
was eating dates from the palm trees...the howling wind of 
the storme..his throat was not dry now..then the spanish song 
of love...dancers glided gracefully by...the fires of hell... 
ah, the devils...with the long and terrible horns...eyes 
darting fires...the jungles of the Recren ts ths oil burning 
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boiling in the black pot...bumbing flesh of human...then he 

was swimming in s swimming pool...cold...shijl...then hot... 
then cold...hot...cold...the wteiHnt swimming pool, swimming 
there now, he Dan. fimself. 

Then a face. Then another. And another. "Oh, doctof, 
is he all right?" Voices from everywhere, from no where. 
"Oh, doctor." ‘Then another face. An 

It was a small room. The wallpapers were browned by 
the age of time. And he the boy, was sleeping peacefully. 
He was breathing naturally now. 

The white sheef in the bed...the pillow so high...the 
bottle of cough medicine...the hot water bag...the nurse so 
calm..ethe doctor watching...the mother softly praying...the 
fever slowly sinking...sinking. 

Everybhing was quiet. The boy slowly opened his eyes, 
and he smiled a faint smile. He had passed the crisis. 9 
he could oat well. 

fhe voice of the doctor, “For awhile I thought he was 
gone. His fever reached almost to one hundred and five 
Gegrees. And slowly it sank. 


fhe mother prayed on. The boy slept, peaceful, out of 


danger. In peaceful sleep. 
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